


Minutes of ordinary meeting of Warden Parish Council held in Newbrough Town Hall on Monday 2nd September 2019 commencing at 7.00pm

Those Present: Cllrs SJ Heminsley (Chairman), WJ Foot, RM Tindall, S Robson, G Charlton, D Bowman, M Kendrew, D Liddle
R Gibson (County Cllr), C Miller (Clerk), two members of the public

2019/76	Apologies for Absence
There were no Apologies for Absence.

2019/77	Declaration of Interests
Cllr’s SJ Heminsley, S Robson and County Cllr R Gibson declared an interest in Railway Inn.
Cllr D Bowman declared an interest in the request for funding from Fourstones Chapel.
Cllr G Charlton and Liddle declared an interest in allotments.

2019/78	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 1st July 2019
The minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 1st July 2019 were accepted as a true record.

Member of the public wished to report issues with exploratory borehole work carried out by the Quarry at Frankham Woods, and which had resulted in both sides of the tracks being blocked at times. Parishioner had brought this to the attention of the estate and quarry, and had received a reply stating there were areas which were private property and not accessible to the public without prior permission. Numerous residents had asked the estate to reduce the problems with trespassers, and as a result increased signage had been erected.  It was believed if a track is used for 20 years it could then be adopted as a right of way, however  landowners were able to place signage stating “private track,” and this could have a legal standing to affect the 20 year rule – ACTION:  Clerk to seek clarification from County Council as regards process for registering areas as rights of way, and who would be responsible for any subsequent maintenance.   Cllr RM Tindall declared an interest, and understood for an area to be classified as a private track, the landowner had to close it on at least one day of the year.  Work had been carried out on footpaths in the area about 20 years ago, with the track by the Blue Pool having been attempted to be designated as a footpath, but with the landowner refusing.  The path from Frankham to Kennels is used with permission by the Post Office, Local Authorities and others, and the road between sheep pens at Frankham Farmhouse to beginning of track through woods is maintained by the residents of Frankham, and requires further improvement works.  Having visited the site, Cllr S Robson under the impression it appeared the ground had been wrecked as much as possible, and one reason for rejection of the quarry planning application had been due to issues surrounding environmental damage.  County Council official had stated several areas had been brought to their attention historically, but it would take decades and large sums of funds to engage with landowners.  The areas discussed at tonight’s meeting had been:

1. Stanegate to the farm.
2. Farm to T junction.
3. Left at T Junction to Gilberts.
4. Main track to kennels.
5. Footpath that edges Frankham Wood.

2019/79	Matters arising  from previous meeting held on Monday 1st July 2019 (not on agenda)
There were no matters arising from the previous meeting held on Monday 1st July 2019.

2019/80	Allotments
Negotiations were ongoing with  Northumbrian Water to install a separate tap onto the land.
An allotment holder had transported paving slabs with the intention to install paths, and any work would need to be approved by the Parish Council.   Two allotment holders were concerned about the beech hedge which is starting to dislodge coping stones from a resident's wall and recementing and mortar works maybe required. ACTION: RM Tindall and WJ Foot to arrange offending branches to be cut back, with a budget of £50 agreed for the works.  All allotment holders were written to two months ago as at least three plots were not being maintained to an acceptable level.  The worst plot had now been covered in black plastic, with two plots now full of weeds and causing problems to neighbouring plot holders.  Cllr D Liddle stated he would be rescinding his plot at the end of the month.  ACTION: Clerk to contact other holder whose plot had not improved and ask if they still wish to continue as a tenant; and contact next person on waiting list to offer them a plot.   

2019/81	Litter pick
It was important the general public are aware the Parish Council have concerns about litter, and a further litter 
pick would be organised for Sunday 13th October 2019.  ACTION: Clerk to arrange loan of litter picking equipment from 
County Council. Cllr Charlton to organise the event and arrange for publicity.

2019/82	Roads/footpaths
Hedgecutting and strimming works had been carried out to an acceptable level.  Tim Fish of County Council was to add 
the riverside path to  maintenance schedule, however Storm Desmond had then occurred with priorities changing.  
ACTION: Clerk to contact Tim Fish to confirm the Parish Council priorities.  Stretch of hedge at Quality Cottages still of 
concern.  ACTION: Clerk to re-contact County Council and ask for progress on this.   Cllr SJ Heminsley reported water run 
off  from Warden hill at the bottom of Mossy.   Complaint had been received about an overly bright spotlight at the Paper 
Mill heading down to Mossy.  ACTION: Clerk to report to Paper Mill.

2019/83	Correspondence: CPRE – newsletter; Northumberland Age UK; Northumberland County Council – Waste leaflets & stickers; Northumberland County Council – notice of 6th Annual Town & Parish Council Conference; Northumberland Local Plan Examination – timetable.

2019/84	Planning 
2019/84/01	Planning Applications received:
No planning applications received.
2019/84/02	Notice of Planning application being approved:
· 19/01220/LBC: Martlet Fourstones, Listed Building Consent, replacement of 2 rotten window frames and 2 frames to match, repair of UPVC window units and hinges
· 19/01571/FUL: Land North West of Nether, erection of building to enclose existing outdoor riding menage, creation of new outdoor menage, with associated fencing and landscaping
· 19/01564/VARYCO: Butt Bank Cottage, Butt Bank, Fourstones – Variation of condition 2 and 4 of 16/02976/FUL

2019/85	Reports – Town Hall – election of PC representative – no Cllr currently wishing to be representative at the present time.  
Sportsfield Association; Cllr SJ Heminsley had spoken to Newbrough Parish Councillor and who had reported the fence would be repaired and cattle reinstated, but land would be available to the Sportsfield Association if required in the future.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Northumberland County Council – Speed camera in situ.  The part causing problems are within the "country area" between houses within Fourstones village. County Cllr suggested rumble strips in the parts between school and Sidgate and west of Fourstones Service Station.  The other option to ease problems would be erection of signage and road markings. ACTION: Article to be placed in Stanegate to gauge parishioner views about rumble strips and County Cllr to gauge views of Newbrough Parish Council.  Local Transport  Plan priorities were discussed. Work had been carried out at level crossing, however new streams now coming off the hillside and a part remains to be dealt with by Network Rail at the bottom of the bends on the "Mossy".  Cllr SJ Heminsley proposed this request be retained for  LTP 2020-2021.  Homers Lane works had now been completed, however Cllr WJ Foot believed the road was still in a bad state, however it was understood improvement of passing places had been actioned.  The proposal for traffic calming measures C234 at Hardhaugh had been rejected by County Council due to traffic calming not being appropriate on a rural road of this nature.   A new  concern was the road 300 yards West of Walwick Grange (B6319) with whole side of road falling away following Storm Desmond.  ACTION: Clerk to confirm LTP Requests 2020-2021 to County Council, being completion of Mossy works, rumble strips in "country areas" of Fourstones village and Walwick Grange road improvements.        

2019/86	Financial Matters
2019/86/01	Payments: C Miller – July, August Salary £311.61 & expenses £41.23; HMRC £40.60 ; DH Charlton - £300; B Gustard – gardening - £300 – Payments approved.
2019/86/02	Request for grant – Fourstones with Warden Methodist Chapel
Clerk advised Parish Councils did not have the power to grant funds towards church buildings. ACTION: Clerk to clarify postion with advice from Northumberland Association of Local Council’s.  ACTION: Article to be placed in Stanegate to alert the parish the November meeting would be discussing/approving grant applications.

2019/87	Parish Council noticeboard at garage
Cllr SJ Heminsley had spoken to garage proprietor regarding location of noticeboard and who had agreed siting on the wrought iron fence would be appropriate, however this land belonged to Cllr D Bowman – it was agreed in principle the board should be relocated.  ACTION: Details of cost to be confirmed at next meeting.  It was believed the wooden beacon pole is corroding and investigative works should be carried out at a cost of approximate £50, which was approved.  Picnic seat requires teak oil before the winter and gardeners would be able to carry this out, with works approved at a budget of £100. Action: Cllr Bowman to commission survey of beacon pole and arrange for picnic seat maintenance to be completed. 

2019/88	The Railway Inn
Nothing to report.

2019/89	Flooding – modelling improvements across the Tyne Valley
Environment Agency had produced draft report and would be delighted to speak to residents, however with currently no proposals to announce it was not envisaged the right time to hold such a meeting.

2019/90	Local Transport Plan Programme 2020-21
Discussed earlier.

2019/91	2020 Northumberland Day
County Council were organising the Big Northumberland Day Flag challenge 2020 which involved passing a beacon between parishes.   It was agreed a Northumberland Day 2020 event should be held and which could be amalgamated with Newbrough parish and the school facilities possibly used.  Matter to be discussed further at next meeting.

2019/92	Communications – to confirm actions from this meeting

	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Litter picking 
	Event organised for 13th October 2019

	Garage noticeboard
	D Bowman to confirm costs at next PC meeting

	Hedgecutting
	Clerk to contact County Council regard hedge at 
Quality Cottages

	Allotments
	Clerk to contact holder of overgrown plot and offervacant 
plot to next person on waiting list.  Cllr’s RM Tindall and 
WJ Foot to organise hedge maintenance.

	Grant funds
	Article to be placed in Stanegate advising November 
meeting would discuss grant applications.  Clerk to seek 
clarification regarding grants to religious buildings.

	Local Transport Plan priorities
	Clerk to submit priorities to County Council

	Brightness of spotlight at Paper Mill
	Clerk to report to Mill.

	Dangerous Parking
	Cllr D Liddle to seek advice from police regarding 
dangerous parking 
 



2019/93	Date and Time of Next Meeting
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 4th November 2019 commencing 7pm in Newbrough Town Hall.

The meeting closed at 845pm.


[image: C:\Users\Steven\Downloads\imageedit_4_3227143786.gif]Claire Miller, Clerk to Warden Parish Council


https//northumberlandparishes.uk/warden/Northumberland Association of Local Councils/Warden Parish Council
image1.png
C Al




