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LONGHIRST PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL BI-MONTHLY MEETING
Longhirst Village Hall
7PM on THURSDAY, 04 JULY 2019

MINUTES

PRESENT:

Chair: Clir Catherine Farrell

Parish Councillors: Clir Peter Coates, ClIr Mark Davies, Clir Glen Fahy, Clir Maureen
Lowes, ClIr Chris Marr, Clir Richard Tordoff

APOLOGIES:

Councillors: None

IN ATTENDANCE:

Clerk: Helyn Douglas

Public: Resident
PUBLIC FORUM

Anaerobic Digester proposals at North East Grains - 18/04533/FUL

Resident Dennis Hodges spoke about the planning proposals for an anaerobic digester.
He is aware that Northumberland County Council has gone back to NE Grains for further
information, though he was not able to get a list of the specific questions they have
raised, or a date when a decision byPlanning will be made.

Mr Hodges noted his general support for anaerobic digesters but is very concerned at the
likelihood of a significantly increased volume of traffic and the damage to the road
outside the plant, plus the potential smell if slurry was to be handled at the plant. He gave
information on a similar plant at Consett that has recently been closed due to odour
pollution.

If this proposal does go to a Planning Committee he suggested residents and the Parish
Council could make a public protest in the form of a petition and involve the press if
possible.

The Chair encouraged any resident who has concerns about the proposals to write in to
the County Council. Clir Farrell explained that the Parish Council objection is only ‘one
voice’ that requires additional objections from individual residents to give it more weight.
Clir Mark Davis is now the contact for this so anyone with queries or further information
should contact him - markbonnerdavis@hotmail.co.uk
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APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
No apologies were given.

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST

There were no interests disciosed; but the Clerk reminded Councillors to check
and update their disclosure statements whenever there are any changes in their
circumstances.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Annual Parish {public) meeting, 02 May 19

Annual Parish Council meeting. 02 May 19
Parish Council Bi-monthly meeting, 02 May 19
Extraordinary Parish Council meeting, 13 June 19

All of the above minutes were agreed as being accurate and were signed off by
the Chair. The Clerk will put these onto the website, as with all future minutes.

MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere on the agenda)
Micklewood Footpath
Clir P Coates updated those present that he had met with Rob Murfin (Director
of Planning, Northumberland County Council) on 03 June. They visited the area
and discussed the pedestrian access problems from the rear of Longhirst Hall
onto Dairy Lane (including how much of the Lane was adopted). Clir Coates is
still waiting to hear back from Mr Murfin.

ACTION: CLLR P COATES
Audit Papers
In line with regulations the audit papers for 2018/19 are now on the website.

NCC Road Signs

Clir P Coates, Cllr G Fahy and County Clir D Towns met with Neil Snowdon
(Principal Programme Officer, Highways, Northumberland County Council) on
26 June to review the proposals for speed reduction measures in and around the
village. The following proposals have been put to NCC for their consideration:

e 40mph speed limit sign South of the village

e Move the 30pmh sign closer to the village entrance (to immediately
before the Lodge); followed by a flashing speed warning sign

e A second flashing speed warning sign

e There will be four new ‘gateway’ signs and each approach to the village
(both ends of Longhirst road, plus one on the approach from Pegswood
and one on the approach from the Station)

e Rumble strips were discussed: it was felt these would not be appropriate
in the village itself but may be useful on the entrance / exits. The Parish
Council would like to consider this further.

e The white line down the middle of the village road would be unsightly to
remove by burning, but this may be considered when the road is
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resurfaced, along with a 30mph sign painted on the road (with
accompanying replacement of the ‘red strips’).

If agreed, the costs for these measures would be met by NCC, with the
exception of the speed warning signs. County Clir D Towns will endeavour to
pay for at least one of these from the Members’ Allowance scheme. If only one
can be afforded then posts can be sited and the sign moved from one spot to
the other at regular intervals. The Parish Council will await feedback from NCC.

4.4 Paddock Wood
The signage and duck boards have not been put in by The Woodland Trust. The
Clerk is to contact Michael Elphick for further information.
- ACTION: CLERK
4.5 Gullies / Drainage at Ashington Road Junction (Potland Opencast)
Despite two recent attempts to clear the drains along this stretch of road the
flooding remains. The problems are partly due to blocked drains, but also
because the banks on either side have not been reinstated to a suitable level and
are too high preventing proper drainage. ClIr Fahy is aware that the drains run
along from the Station under the railway line and to a septic tank at the plant
hire yard, then on to houses, and then to the road drain beyond. In time itis
possible these blocked drains will cause a problem to the houses. (ClIr Fahy also
believes that the BT copper cabling runs along by the drains.) The responsibility
for the road lies with Northumberland County Council, and the adjoining land is
now owned by Advance (previously Arch) after the closure of Potland Opencast
site.

The Clerk is to formally complain to NCC to seek remediation work.
ACTION: CLERK
4.6 Bungalows, Domino's Field - 19/00991/FUL
Clir D Towns had been in touch to confirm he had put forward the request from
the Parish Council for this to be taken to the Planning Committee. The request
was received by the then Chair of the Planning Committee but as a new Chair is
due to take over we are still awaiting confirmation.
ACTION: CLLR D TOWNS / CLERK
4.7 Rights of Way, Longhirst
Clir G Fahy had received a holding response from NCC stating that Advance is
now the landowner and that reinstatement work is being chased up. The Clerk is
to follow this up.
ACTION: CLERK
5 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
5.1 Thereis now a link from the Parish Council website to the NCC Planning Portal,
along with a list of reference numbers for the major planning proposals in the
Longhirst area. This should make it easier for residents to find information or
submit comments.

6 FINANCES
6.1 Bank Statements
lan Thompson had received the latest bank statement and passed it to Clir
Lowes - that statement was circulated for review. (The Clerk has already written
to TSB to request redirection of the bank statements.)

HMRC
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Similarly the Clerk has written to HMRC to formally request that the current
‘Agent’ (Linda Rudd) is removed. This had to be done in writing so may take a
little longer to sort out (and was done with L Rudd’s knowledge and consent). A
new registration process will then have to be done for the Clerk.

Bank Mandate
Clir Coates handed in his completed page of the mandate; the Clerk will add this
to the other pages and submit this. Once the mandate is formally accepted with
the Clerk’s details she will then request on-line and telephone banking access
(and some form of ‘shadow’ access for the Chair or Vice Chair). The Clerk
suggested that all Councillors could be added (though may remain effectively
dormant) to save changes in the future but it was agreed to proceed as things
stand. The mandate will therefore require two signatories from a pool of three
(Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk).

ACTION: CLERK

6.2 Budget

A revised summary of the budget for the year was presented, along with a
template for showing individual items of income and expenditure. Taking into
account that there may be additional items to add during the year this is still to
be treated as a draft that will be updated as time goes on. Councillors were
happy with the information provided so far.

The Councillors agreed to a gift of £15 for the internal auditor.
ACTION: CLERK

6.3 Asset Register

A revised list was produced for discussion and checked for accuracy. Firstly it

was agreed that the Clerk should write to the War Memorials Register to update

the entry for Longhirst showing the Parish Council as the official owners. Then

the War Memorial should be added to the insurance policy. An estimated figure

will be used for immediate purposes but a more accurate one would ideally be

sought in future.

The other items accepted on the list were the seats, notice boards and bus
shelters. Councillors noted that there may be an increase in the insurance
premium for these items, as well as a potential administration charge.
ACTION: CLERK
7 BUSINESS
7.1 Code of Conduct
The ‘Code of Conduct’ from Northumberland Association of Local Councils was
adopted.

7.2 Standing Orders
These Standing Orders are also based on national guidance from NALC, with a
couple of minor changes under the Finance section recognising the small size of
the Parish Council:

e specifying the level at which quotes are required

e that Councillors can place orders (not just the Clerk)

e VAT to be submitted ‘as required and within HMRC guidance’ (not
necessarily annually)
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Councillors agreed to these changes and the Standing Orders were formally
adopted.

7.3 Financial Regulations
Again using national guidance from NALC these Financial Regulations were
presented for adoption. These are amended where necessary to accommodate
the small size of the Parish Council. The key points of difference are that the
majority of payments in future will be made on-line by the Clerk. This is
considered acceptable as long as the expenditure has been discussed and
agreed in advance at a Parish Council meeting, and the estimated costs
authorised by two people on the bank mandate. There is also provision for
urgent costs to be paid prior to consideration by Full Council. In addition the
Chair or Vice Chair will have access to view the bank account at any time via
online or telephone banking). These changes have been discussed with NALC
and found to be acceptable. Councillors agreed to this and the regulations were
formally adopted.

74 Parish Council Structure Diagram
This lists all of the Councillors, their duties and areas of special interest, and
details for the Clerk. Councillors also agreed for their contact details to be put
individually on the website (name, address and email, but using the Clerk’s
phone number for consistency).

7.5 Freedom of Information Publication Scheme
This publication scheme is based on a best practice template from the
Information Commissioner’s Office. It lists all the types of information that the
Parish Council should have in place, and makes it easy for members of the public
to access these without the need to contact the Parish Council directly. It was
noted that not all of the necessary documents are ready yet, and this document
will be updated over the coming months.

All of the above are key foundation documents and all were adopted by the
Parish Council. These will be put on the website as soon as possible.
ACTION: CLERK
7.6 Information Commissioner’s Office
The Clerk reported that it is still unclear whether Parish Councils automatically
must register. For that reason the Parish Council decided to wait for further
clarification (but if required will register).

7.7 Public Involvement
This policy is based on national guidance and best practice from other areas and
sets out the rights and limitations of members of the public at Parish Council
meetings. This was also adopted.

7.8 Parish Council Logo
The Clerk suggested that the current logo (not used consistently orin a
consistent way) is easy to replicate and asked Councillors to consider adopting a
new one, one that is harder to replicate and with more relevance to the Parish.
Councillors agreed to think about this.

8 REPORTS
Defibrillator
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Clir R Tordoff gave an overview of his research to date, setting out the two main
options for a defibrillator, location and costs:

Option 1 - A unit could be placed within the BT phone box - if the current box
were decommissioned and bought by the Parish Council (though that would
mean the loss of the public phone).

Option 2 - The Village Hall would be the next most obvious place to site a unit
(due to the building being listed this would have to be on the side) and would
require a weather-proof case.

Costs to buy a unit outright would be circa £1700- £2200; or £300-£400 per
year to rent/lease one. The Parish Association has put in an application to
Northumberland County Council’s “Community Chest” for a contribution
towards the purchase price; the Parish Council would be happy to contribute the
balance.

Councillors agreed that this would be a very useful addition to the village and
are keen to progress this. Members agreed to wait to see the outcome of the
application (the Clerk is to chase this up). If this is not successful other options
will be discussed.
ACTION: CLERK

Parish Website Improvements
Clir C Marr outlined that the Parish website (as opposed to the new Parish
Council site) is in need of updating. The intention is to make the site look more
modern and have more functionality. Clir Marr has found someone willing to
undertake this work for a nominal fee (circa £350). Recognising the increased
usage of the site Councillors agreed to this work.

ACTION: CLLR C MARR
Three-Year Parish Council Plan
Clir Marr presented a suggested list of key objectives for the Parish Council and
accompanying action plan based on activities aiready being undertaken. He felt
this could provide a focus for future decision-making and could be shared with
residents to demonstrate the Parish Council’s vision and ongoing progress.

Community-Led Parish Plan
The Clerk noted there is also the option of creating a wider Parish plan, though

this would require consultation with residents and is therefore more involved
and costly. The Chair stated she had been involved in the development of a
Parish Plan for Longhirst a few years ago. The Chair and Clerk will try to locate
this document for review it to see if any of it is still relevant.

ACTION: CHAIR / CLERK
Open Gardens
Clir P Coates noted that more people than ever had taken part or visited the
recent Open Gardens event and that it was viewed as a great success. The Chair
agreed to write to the organisers to congratulate them.

ACTION: CHAIR

CONSULTATIONS

There were no formal consultations.

CORRESPONDENCE
Removal/Reduction of Physiotherapy Services
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Councillors noted the proposals, and that these are now to be discussed at an

upcoming Clinical Commissioning Group meeting, but had no specific
comments.

11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

12 DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
e 7PM, 05 SEPTEMBER 2019 (VILLAGE HALL)

CLOSE OF MEETING @ 9PM
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