
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

Draft Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 
Held on Monday 27th April at 7pm – a virtual meeting via ZOOM 

 
Present: Councillor Mark Mather (Chair) & Angus Murray (Vice-Chair). Councillors: Caroline Cumming, Robert 
Donkin, Mark Napier, Tom Armstrong, Mark Trotter, Kevan Curry, Anthony Murray,  
 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (Clerk), Ian Smith (Press), 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

 
PC Ritchie, Joyce Robertson 
 
        

2. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION  
 
No questions submitted 7 days in advance. 

 
3. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

 
Cllr Mark Napier & Cllr Angus Murray item 11 
 

 
4.  LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 

 

1/ Minor assault at a care home. Recorded for official purposes. 
2/ Minor historic assault reported. No enqs to be made. 

 
There has been a number of reports in the Wooler area of breaches of COVID- 19 guide lines which have all been 
looked into. Nothing to report from the calls however.  
 
The meeting was informed of an assault that had taken place at the Haughhead and residents are concerned 
about repercussions and that no police action was being taken. The clerk is to email Insp Swan and PC 
Ritichie regarding these concerns. 

   
5. CORONAVIRUS – Covid 19       REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

 

 Changes to AGM, Annual Parish Meeting and Audit 
The Chair informed the meeting that NALC had confirmed no Annual Parish Meetings or Annual 
General Meetings would be held this year. This then results in NO CHANGE of elected positions 
unless the Chair/Vice Chair wanted to resign and then the normal process of election would happen 
and an acting Chair/Vice Chair would be elected. The meeting agreed that an excellent job was being 
done and that the Chair would welcome any input from the public of things they want dealt with or 
tackled. Cllr Murray made note of the emails of thanks received for food parcels which was lovely. 
The meeting was also informed that the Audit had been postponed for 3 months. 

 Current Community Task Force update 
The Chair informed the meeting that the combined task force (GGT, Berwick Community Trust, 
Glendale Connect and WPC) have currently over 200 volunteers and 58 referrals (either self or from 
neighbours/family) with a further 56 that had been nominated for food parcels. Thanks were also 
extended to Ruth Dickinson of Northumberland Nat Parks who has helped to secure 105 food parcels 
being distributed throughout the town and local area. 
Excellent feedback from Cllr Ant Murray contacting all volunteers and Cllr Joyce Robertson contacting 
all on referral list. One comment was “it is nice not to be forgotten”. The taxi service supplying a 
delivery service of medications from the GP surgeries and chemist had up to the 17/4 travelled over 
400 miles and the service and operation was working well and we again were getting lovely 
comments. The issue now is with funding again. The initial £500 has been used and despite being 
promised the second grant of £500 now had been declined. The clerk had completed an application to 
the hardship fund in relation to some payments made already and this would result in a potential 
repayment of £247. The £500 from WPC is still in place for the cost of increased admin and the 
Carnival Committee had offered £500. The Chair of Cornhill Council had also been in touch with 
regard to access to the Wooler food bank and utilising this and meds deliveries for their residents. 



 

 

Berwick Community Trust had sourced a fridge freezer for the Food bank which has enable fresh 
produce to be accepted. The Task force meeting had agreed that this was a good use of the food 
bank and the CPC had donated £380 towards the supply of food parcels to the Cornhill, Branxton and 
Carham areas. Tillside PC has volunteers in place but also have donated £100 towards the Wooler 
response as deliveries are also being made by the taxi in to this area. The Chair reported that a long 
Zoom meeting had been held with NCC leading to the work being completed over the weekend on a 
“plan” for funding requirement and made note of our concern of lack of support/understanding for rural 
areas. Plan includes working with local businesses and the need for local taxi to allow for a continued 
quick response. The plan has been submitted to NCC and Audrey Kingham (Director Business 
Development Education and Skills) was hopeful of a response by 28th. The Chair made note that this 
process had been very frustrating, it has taken 2 weeks of “fighting” to speak to someone over this 
funding requirement. Cllr Curry suggested contacting the pantomime Group as there are funds that 
may be available there. 
 
Cllr Ant Murray offered to check what funding he may have available in order that he can donate £500 
towards the fund. Cllr Mather stated he was hopeful that the grant would be forthcoming from NCC as 
we had all worked hard to get here. He also thanked the GGT for all their hard work in collating the 
volunteers, thanks to Glendale Connect for their telephone support, Berwick Community Trust for their 
help and support and also to the Wooler Parish Clerk. 
 

6. PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 
 
To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 23rd March 20.  
 
The Parish Council read through the minutes.   

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 23/3/20 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.              
Cllr Curry proposed the minutes and Cllr Donkin seconded them.  The Chair signed the minutes. 

 
7. MATTERS ARISING        REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

 
To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council –  
 
No matters arising 
 

8. PARISH REPORT         UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Bus Station Toilets; Vandalism  - The meeting was informed of an email received from Rosemary 
Ayre – Environmental Health Officer, regarding the citing of a CCTV camera. As the vandalism has 
currently stopped, this is not going to be installed but the situation will still be monitored. 
 

 Riverbank Trees – Tenders have been sent out inviting costs for the removal of designated trees  
 

 Fountain Site – Bollards – Donkin Engineering was asked to supply a quotation for installation of 
bollards at the fountain site. 
 

 Grass Cutting – this has started and it was noted that despite reminding NCC that spraying should be 
kept to a minimum, excessive use of weed killer had again happened. Cllr Ang Murray commented 
(and the meeting agreed) that it was not acceptable that our instructions were ignored. Cllr Ant Murray 
is to speak to NCC works about the spraying. 

 

 MIS – Cllr Mather included this item as he had been contacted by the landlord of the MIS workshop 
regarding the rent not being paid. He was concerned that the funding that had been expected had not 
materialised and that the rent was now an issue. The WPC is to look at arranging contact with Steve 
Latimer to ascertain the current situation. The meeting agreed that it would be a great shame if the 
MIS could not continue. 
 
 

9. INSURANCE & TREE SURVEY       DISCUSSION & DECISION  
 
The meeting was informed of the results of the tree survey carried out at the Tory Site, which has highlighted 
4 “questionable” trees and 1 urgent removal. The PC was instructed to contact the insurance company and 
ask for their comments. It is hoped that the insurance policy should cover all costs. 
 



 

 

The insurance renewal has been quoted as £599.72, Cllr Curry proposed acceptance and Cllr Donkin 
seconded. The quote was accepted. 
 

10. WOOLER FIRST SCHOOL SITE       DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 
The meeting was informed that despite requesting again to meet with NCC over this site, no response had 
been received. A further request is to be made. The meeting was also informed that the side gate was open to 
allow for post to be delivered, but that dog walkers were using the site and sadly, dog-fouling was an issue. 
The PC is to contact Terry Harkness regarding this issue. 
 

11. SCHOOL FARM FIELD SITE      DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 The meeting was informed that there had been an issue over the map but this had been addressed 
and the leases had now been completed by the solicitor. It was also noted that the land registry 
number had finally arrived. The final leases to be now sent to WCFG and Scouts. 

 An email has been received from WCFG asking for permission to contact Northumbrian Water. The 
meeting agreed that contact could be made but that the WPC would not be liable for any costs that 
may be incurred. If water is added to site, this water must be made accessible to all occupants of the 
whole site. It was noted that prior to occupancy, the WPC has suggested approaching the building 
site opposite to get a water supply at the same time as water was put to that, but that the WCFG had 
not wanted to wait.  

 Cllr Donkin had been approached regarding a request for fruit trees on an individual allotment. The 
meeting agreed that NO trees should be planted on the allotment site. There are to be fruiting trees 
planted in the community site only. 

 The meeting was also informed that despite tape being but up, vehicles were being driven over the 
field above the allotments rather than using the access road. A request had also been made 
regarding the installation of signage but it was felt best to wait until the proper signage could be 
ordered with all relevant contact information etc. 

    
12. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT      REPORT & DECISION 

 
Nothing of note to report as all consumed with Covid 19 – Cllr Ant Murray is to put forward support for 
our claim to NCC 
 

13. SCOTTS PARK/BRYONS PARK      UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 An email had been sent to Frances Povey but so far no reply had been received. 

 RoSPA had scheduled an play equipment inspection for June 2020 

 The quotations for the play park equipment has been delayed until after the lockdown. 
 

14. PLANNING MATTERS             DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Removal of defective conservatory and construction of flat roof orangery extension, 1 Ryecroft View, 
Wooler, NE71 6AT Application : 20/01126/FUL 

 Listed building consent to install a 5kw wood burner and flue with rear heat shield, installation of 
ceiling vent (first floor flue to be boxed and ventilated with 2 air vents and flume to be caged) and 
slate hearth. Flat 2 14-15 Market Place, Wooler, NE71 6LQ Application 20/00883/LBC 

 Reserved matters application relating to 17/00157/OUT for access, appearance, landscaping, layout 
and scale, Tilesheds Farm Wooler, NE71 6QQ Application 20/00813/REM 

 
 

15. PLANNING DECISIONS        UPDATE & DECISION  
 

 Construction of a detached dwelling and detached garage Land south of 18 Victoria Road, Wooler – 
GRANTED 

 Public Bridgeway No 5, Public Footpaths Nos 6 & !2 Diversion Order 2020 
 
 

16. OUTSIDE BODIES      REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 None 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
17. COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 

 

 The meeting was informed of a complaint regarding pots outside a house on Church Street 
encroaching onto the pavement. Graham Bucknall of Highways is to be contacted to investigate. 

 Cllr Curry said he had been approached regarding dog-fouling at Brysons Park and the meeting 
agreed it may need to consider banning dogs from all playing fields. The NCC dog warden and 
Frances Povey of NCC are to be informed as it is an NCC play area. 

 A query had also been raised over a fire near a tree in Golden Square near to a proposed building 
site. The PC is to contact Liz O’Brien – Planning enforcement officer. 

 The PC is to contact Terry Harkness, NEAT team as the bottle banks in the bus station are now 
overflowing. The meeting agreed that a request should be made for new lockable bottle banks and re-
site them to allow for more parking spaces. 
 

18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 25th May at 7pm. 
 

19. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

 
20. FINANCE - Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 

 
 

NCC – Instalation of CCTV box South Road (Nov 19) 540.00 Transfer 

NCC Mar ’20 payroll costs 751.68 Transfer 

NALC – Subscriptions 20/21 – website fee 442.60 Transfer 

EE Mobile phone 14.71 Direct Debit 

BROXAP – bollards for fountain site 703.20 Transfer 

Clerk Exps 13.08 Transfer 

   

   

   

   

   

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments – the Parish Council agreed the payments and the Chair signed the invoices to 
authorise payment by clerk. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
In CAMERA – Employment Meeting 


