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At the remote Meeting of the Parish Council held electronically on Monday 15 June 2020. 
 
Present:   Cllrs C Cloutt, B Dickson, T Hood, F Krzyzosiak, C Reynolds, L Sowter, F Thornton and S Walton 
                
34. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Blagburn 
 
35. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – Cllr Sowter declared an interest in Part 2 (Recreation Lane – 

Access) as he is a resident of the Lane.    
 

36. The Minutes of the meeting held on 18 May 2020 were agreed as a true record subject to deletion of the final 
sentence of Minute 23.  

 
37. The Minutes of the meeting held on 1 June 2020 were agreed as a true record subject to addition of the time at 

which the Chairman closed Part 1 of the Meeting.   
 

38. Report by County Councillor Thorne [Agenda Item 7 – taken out of order] 
 

a. The Bridge – Cllr Thorne reported that marvellous work has been carried out to the listed ironworks on Felton 
Bridge.  Cllr Thorne spent four hours at the Bridge after removal of the barriers clearing away accumulated debris 
and weeds.  Going forwards, it will be important to make sure the ironworks are maintained and painted; this 
shouldn’t be required for six or seven years due to the paint used.  The black on the crash barrier has been 
repainted and the white sections have been prepped and should be painted in the next few weeks.  There are 
some circular depressions on the stonework to be filled.  The contractors are returning to fill these and carry out 
any other minor touches.   
 
In the past, the Bridge has been used to display banners but this will not be permitted going forward.  NCC are 
asking the Parish Council to monitor and police this.  The Bridge is a listed structure and banners can also cause 
a distraction to drivers.   

 
The base structure of the Bridge is quite sound.  Moving forward there are one or two things to monitor but these 
are superficial, for example minor concrete damage caused by trees crashing into the Bridge.  There is no weight 
limit on the Bridge and no intention to introduce one.  The steel rods have been investigated.   

 
b. At Riverside, Cllr Thorne had initially agreed a £3,000 scheme with the Parish Council to install grasscrete to 

make parking on the verge possible.  Cllr Thorne has been working with NCC Highways to produce an alternative 
scheme to take into account safety on that road and the bottleneck caused by parking on both sides of the road.  
Cllr Thorne is happy with parking on the houses’ side but not on the river side of the road.  A scheme for yellow 
lines on the inside curve of the corner opposite the War Memorial has already been agreed and will be installed.  
Cllr Thorne’s new scheme for the road will involve a fence along part and yellow lines along the narrowest part 
only.  Cllr Thorne did want yellow lines along the full road but accepts that that would result in too great a loss of 
parking Cllr Thorne accepts that the Parish Council does not want to lose any parking but in Cllr Thorne’s opinion 
the risk of accident is high.  The proposed scheme will cost £9,000 which will be funded from Cllr Thorne’s small 
members’ budget.  Cllr Thorne will forward details to the Parish Council for their consideration and discussion.   
 
The Parish Council noted that enabling parking on the grass verge would address the safety concerns and would 
also create parking space.  Cllr Thorne said this could be discussed at the next meeting once the Parish Council 
had looked at the scheme.    

 
c. A1 entrance – Cllr Thorne reported that NCC are making a good job on the A1 with grass cutting.  Cllr Thorne 

has asked NCC to improve cutting at and around the entrance to Acton as this is particularly scruffy and not 
maintained well.  He has asked for improved grass cutting as this will be safer for cars and will improve 
appearance.  Cllr Thorne has noted that there is a stand of trees on the right hand side as you approach 
Felton.  Cllr Thorne would like to see the area around these cleared to improve appearances.   
 
Cllr Thorne agreed with a comment from the Parish Council that it seems a shame that litterpicking and grass 
cutting on the A1 cannot be combined so as to limit traffic management to one occasion.  IT appears that as 
brambles are cut back this is exposing years of litter which has been built up.  Cllr Thorne thinks that it is 
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important the NCC tackles this and is proactive in getting it removed.  Cllr Thorne does raise the issue of litter 
at area meetings.   
 

d. Cllr ThorneThornton asked whether any progress had been made on a scheme for South View as it is just as 
important as Riverside.  Cllr Thorne agreed that parking is a problem on South View but has no progress to 
report.   
 

39. Parish representations at Meetings [Agenda Item 7 – taken out of order] 
 

a. Felton Cemetery Joint Committee (10 June) – Cllrs Hood and Walton  
No major issues were reported.  The Cemetery is running well.  The Cemetery accounts were approved.  Dates 
for health and safety training are awaited.  Installation of a waste bin for non compostable rubbish is being 
considered.  Two residents have kindly offered to supply and look after plants for the troughs at the gateway.  
The Committee will send a letter of thanks.   
 
It was noted that the minutes for Newton on the Moor & Swarland Parish Council had mentioned an issue with 
green slime around the monument.  The Clerk clarified that this was around Davison’s Obelisk and that it had 
been cleared by Mr Brown.  It was thought that the particular conditions overhanging trees had caused it to form.  

 
40. Public Questions 
 

a. A resident asked about the timing of the strimming which had been carried out on the river bank around and 
below the ramp.  The resident raised concerns for wildlife and asked whether the works were necessary at all.  
The Parish Council noted that the works have always taken place at this time of year but this can be reviewed.   
 

b. There were three questions from residents regarding vehicular use on Recreation Lane:  
 

• Why the Parish Council would like to exclude driving on the Lane, what would be proposed for Fair Day 
and the impact on any building on Recreation Field, and why there is concern the Lane is not safe for 
cars;  

• Why the Parish Council are looking to exclude vehicles from Recreation Lane without public consultation 
and whether this has been driven by any accidents or incidents; and  

• Would the Parish Council be liable for an accident given the current signage.   
 

The Parish Council is preparing a statement about Recreation Lane and will ensure these questions are addressed.   
 

c. A resident asked why the Clerk had censored and altered two submitted written public questions in the minutes 
of the previous meeting, has failed to answer the first question, and asked for an answer to the second question 
as the Parish Council had had a month to get its advice from NALC.  Cllr Walton stated that the Minutes are not 
a verbatim record and do not need to include the full text of the question.  The Clerk has received the advice 
from NALC and this will be circulated.   
 

d. A resident asked why the draft Minutes for the meeting of the Recreation Field Committee on 28 February have 
not been published.  The Clerk apologised and these will be published as soon as possible within her workload.   

 
e. A resident asked why the draft Minutes for the Annual Parish Meeting have not been published.  The Clerk 

apologised and these will be published as soon as possible within her workload.   
 
41. Ongoing Matters  
 

a. The painting of the noticeboards has been completed and looks very smart.  The Clerk will seek process for new 
lettering for the Parish Council noticeboard 
 

b. It was queried why the Pant remains on the list if the Parish Council do not own it.  The Clerk will try to find out 
information from the waterboard before removing it from the list of ongoing matters.  

 
c. Cllrs Sowter and Walton have had some success with the bent frame of the bus shelter and will try further action 

when the COvid-19 restrictions lift.   
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42. Services – There is no report from Northumbria Police.  The Clerk will circulate this once received and will send a 

reminder earlier in the month for the next meeting.   
 

43. Repairs to ramp at Riverside – The temporary repairs should be carried out by Mr Brown this week once he has 
received the materials.  The specification for the full repair of the ramp is still being prepared.   

 
44. Environment  

 
a. No issues have been reported with the sewage outfall at Coquet Vale.   

 
b. The Clerk is circulating the property review and risk assessment.   
 

45. Finances – There are still some outstanding questions on the financial statement to 26 May 2020.  The Clerk will 
address these for the next meeting.   

 
46. Review of previous year and setting of targets for the forthcoming year 

 
Cllr Reynolds will prepare a pro forma for the Parish Council to use for target setting and recording aspirations.  These 
can then be communicated to the parish.  The Parish Council will review possible projects and set plans and 
timescales and also identify if projects are not possible or worth doing so that this can be articulated.  The Clerk will 
add dates to the ongoing matters to assist with progress tracking.   

 
47. Urgent Items  
 

a. Cllr Walton that the gate to the All-Weather Court has been cut open by someone after being cable tied closed.  Cllrs 
Walton, ,Sowter and the Clerk will deal with this and switch the lights off.   
 

b. Cllr Thornton reported that residents on Davison Avenue would be more likely to put in driveways if the cost of the 
dropped kerb was met by NCC.  NCC and Homes for Northumberland have previously been clear that they will not 
pay for this.   
 

c. The Clerk provided an update on the accounts and audit.  The Clerk has had extended discussions with both the 
local NALC advisor and the internal auditor as well as the Clerks for the other two Councils about the correct way to 
include the cemetery finances in the accounts.  Using apportionment results in discrepancies in the form.  The Clerk 
has requested formal advice from NALC.   

 
48. Items for the Next Agenda: 

 
- Double yellow lines on the Bridge 
- Cllr Thorne’s scheme for Riverside 
- Update on correspondence received  
- Update on bus shelter repairs  
- Property working group numbers – to be checked  
- Contract tender process to be instigated 
- Terms of Reference for Audit and Accounts WG  
- Review of Standing Orders 

 
Chairman closed the meeting at 20:21pm. 
 

PART 2 

49. The Parish Council passed a resolution under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 
to exclude public and press due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, which involves processing 
of personal data.  Voting was recorded at Cllr Krzyzosiak’s request: 
For:  Cllrs Cloutt, Dickson, Hood, Reynolds, Thornton and Walton 
Against:  Cllr Krzyzosiak 
Abstention:  Cllr Sowter 



 FELTON PARISH COUNCIL  

13 
 

 
50. The Parish Council reviewed the advice from the solicitor.  The Parish Council instructed the Clerk to seek further 

copy documents and to contact NCC.    
 
 
Chairman closed the meeting at 8.58pm. 
 
Next Meeting will be held remotely on Monday 6 July 2020 by electronic means.   
 


