
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 
Held on Monday 27th July 7pm – a virtual meeting via ZOOM 

 
Present: Councillor Mark Mather (Chair) Councillors: Caroline Cumming, Robert Donkin, Mark Napier, Tom 
Armstrong, Anthony Murray, Joyce Robertson 
 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (Clerk), Helen Deane-Hall 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

 
Ian Smith & PC Ritchie 
 
The Chair welcomed Cllr Curry back and noted he had been missed over the last few weeks and also thanked 
Mrs Sandra Mather for stepping in and covering the WPC phone and emails whilst the Clerk had been ill. A 
formal strategy is to be put in place in case this should re-occur. 

      
2. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION  

 
None received 
  

3. Councillors Resignations 
 

It is disappointing that 2 councillors had resigned (for personal reasons) and they both will be greatly missed 
as they gave a lot of their time. Sadly it had been noted that constant “abuse” on social media and elsewhere 
is very disheartening and could leave the WPC “poorer” as a result. 
 
The meeting was informed of the NALC rules (allowing for Covid 19 situation) and the Clerk is to advertise the 
roles as normal, post the notifications of resignation and inform the electoral office at NCC. 
 
It was agreed that a Vice-Chair was needed and Cllr Robertson nominated Cllr Armstrong, with Cllr Donkin 
seconding. No other nominations were received and Cllr Armstrong was unanimously elected to the role. Cllr 
Napier offered to assist and this was accepted. 
  

4. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Mark Napier item 11 
 

5.  LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 
 

Report received via email from PC Ritchie 
 

1/ Criminal damage at the Riverside park – Enqs ongoing 
2/ A minor assault in the town centre – Parties identified 
3/ Domestic related harassment – Parties identified  
4/  Minor public order offence – Parties identified. 

 
It was also noted that the Police Interaction Van had been in Wooler, but only received 1 days notice. It is 
hoped to attend regularly with more notice being given. 
   

6. CORONAVIRUS – Covid 19       REVIEW & DISCUSSION 
 

 Current Community Task Force update 
 
It was noted that a letter of thanks had been received from Roddam WI for the work done throughout 
this period. The latest parcels had received a fantastic response and a kind donation had been 
received from a member of the public. Cllr Ant Murray made note that this had been a huge success. 
A pallet of toilet rolls has been offered and accepted and the meeting also noted that Doddington 
Dairy had donated ice-creams to the WPC and these were given to the residents of the Old Vicarage. 
The meeting agreed to supply colouring books and pens to the residents. The meeting was informed 
that Lynda Cairns had raised money by selling masks she had made and had kindly asked that the 
WPC nominate some of the recipients of vouchers as a thank you for help during this time.  



 

 

 Update from Councillors on telephone contact - Recipients 
 
Cllr Robertson reported on her communication with all those currently registered for help. This has 
now been updated for those no longer requiring help but information will be retained should a “second 
wave” hit. Despite the national response being downgraded, the meeting agreed that the medication 
deliveries should continue for at least another month and will be reviewed at the August meeting. Cllr 
Napier questioned if new people were now coming on board but this does not appear to be 
happening.  
 
 

7. PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 
 
To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 22nd June 2020  
 
The Parish Council read through the minutes.   

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 22/6/20 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.              
Cllr Rob Donkin proposed the minutes and Cllr Robertson seconded them.  The Chair signed the 
minutes. 

 
8. MATTERS ARISING        REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

 
To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council –  
 
none 
 

9. PARISH REPORT         UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Bus Station Toilets/NCC Update The toilets are open 8am – 7pm daily and are being cleaned 3 times 
a day. A couple of minor concerns raised but generally working well. Note was made that the disabled 
toilet does not always open with the key and NCC had been informed. A meeting had taken place with 
Terry Harkness, Bob Hodgson and Frances Povey of NCC regarding various issues. An explanation 
of division of works between the NEAT team and Estates had been provided and Cllr Mather had 
requested that the clerk be included in emails regarding repairs – this was agreed. Cllr Murray is to be 
included in future meetings. The meeting was also informed of the agreement over who was 
responsible for what grass cutting going forward. 
 

 Fountain Site – This site is now completed with the bollards in place. Thanks were given to Donkin 
Engineering especially as it had been quite a hard dig. It was agreed that some further works on site 
should happen and that the clock winders had kindly donated their fee to purchase a new cherry tree 
for the site. It was agreed that a tree would be purchased later in the year. Cllr Cumming noted the 
seats were being used but that signs should be put up regarding litter. 
 

 First School Site – The meeting was informed that NCC had refused request for WPC to use site as 
community building. This land has been designated for housing and again a zoom meeting request 
had been made as the WPC felt it important to finalise the extension to the cemetery land prior to any 
development happening. Cllr Murray to help facilitate meeting. 
 

 Peth/Riverside Works 
Works are starting on Tuesday at the Riverside and thanks had been received from the Wood Bank 
for the offer of wood from this site, A concern had been raised about the footpath leading from the 
Peth leading past the Caravan park. This was reported to NCC who have completed repairs to this 
walk.  
 

 Benches – Cost of £725 for two benches, £46 for 2 rings and £120 for gravel. Cllr Murray kindly 
offered to pay for one of the benches. The meeting agreed that it was pleasing to see the site being 
used by so many people although parking may become an issue. Concerns raised over parking on 
South Road, particularly around the fire station. 

 

 The meeting was informed that a brief Teams meeting had been held with Ruth Bendell and her 
replacement Robin McCartney. He is keen to continue the 6 monthly meetings and ensure works are 
being completed in a timely manner. He praised WPC for being so pro-active. Concerns raised from 
WPC over lack of LTP investment in Wooler. 
 
 



 

 

 
10. WOOLER COMMUNITY WORKSHOP (previously MIS)   DISCUSSION & DECISION 

 
Cllr Donkin gave update on meetings that had been held with this community group. Cllr Donkin is now Chair 
and Clerk is acting secretary. Concern raised over current site wanting higher rent. Track and trace book and 
health and safety policies implemented. A meeting is need to move things forward – discussion followed. 
 

11. SCHOOL FARM FIELD SITE      DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 The Chair informed the meeting that sadly Bill Eugster had resigned as the WCFG chairman, various 
reasons had been given including stress. Discussions followed regarding the provision of a polytunnel 
and Cllr Murray again offered to pay for the WPC to provide this for all the community to use. Cost 
would be £1600 for a 21ft x 64ft tunnel. The Chair thanked Cllr Murray for his generous offer. Meeting 
agreed to proceed and Cllr Mather offered to provide the digger. The meeting also agreed to look at 
providing water to the site and contact has been made with Northumbrian water. 

 

 Community Orchard – Helen Deane-Hall from Aspire to Believe reported on the orchard site. 16 trees 
had been ordered to arrive between September and November, the funds for this were within Aspires 
budget. Seating area to be central to the Orchard and various funding projects had been looked at.  
The clerk is to contact the Tweed Forum regarding funding as they had done work on the Haugh 
Head Ford. Discussion followed regarding funding for the building on the site and support had been 
received from RGBS. Meeting happy for Aspire to lead this at present. 

  
12. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT      REPORT & DECISION 

 
Nothing of note to report  
 

13. SCOTTS PARK/BRYONS PARK      UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Update – The meeting was informed that all signs are now up and play parks are open. Weekly 
inspections have restarted. It was agreed that Scotts Park toilets would remain closed as the cost of 
cleaning them 3 times a day could not be met and also the WPC cleaner could not work those extra 
hours. Quotes for the repairs to the play area are to obtained for the next meeting and it was noted 
that tree works were being carried out at Brysons Park. Cllr Armstrong to report on the site and this is 
to be passed to NCC for any additional works to be completed before WPC take over site.  
It was also noted that concerns had been raised over behaviour at the parks and the meeting agreed 
that any concerns should be made directly to the Police. Frances Povey of NCC had confirmed that 
the repairs to Brysons Park was to begin in September and Cllr Mather has requested that the same 
contractor complete the minor works at Scotts Park. Cllr Mather also made note of thanks extended to 
Terry Harkness of NCC for all his hard work and help and sincerely hoped he enjoyed his retirement. 
 

14. TORY SITE       REPORT,DISCUSSION & DESCISION 
 

Cllr Mather reported to the meeting regarding various emails, meetings and telephone calls received 
regarding this site and either the lack of maintenance work carried out and it looking “unkept” or too much 
work being carried out and the “removal of habitat for wild animals, birds, bats”. Sadly the meeting was 
informed of the harassment the WPC caretaker had received whilst carrying out some of her work on this site 
and the Clerk is to investigate what can be done to protect WPC staff whilst carrying out their work. It was also 
noted that despite visiting the complainants and agreement being reached at the time, one reported the matter 
to the police (twice) and both times Cllr Mather confirmed that no disturbance of any potential bat nesting sites 
had taken place. The Police are satisfied that no wildlife crime has been committed. The NCC tree officer had 
also been consulted and was happy that removal of ivy from the trees on this site was lawful as this did not 
involve any work to the trees in the conservation area. Tree Office and Bat Officer from NCC regarding the 
Tory Bank (South Road) and what works are needed to maintain this area.  

 
15. PLANNING MATTERS             DISCUSSION & DECISION 

 

 Erection of new dwelling house, building plot Ryecroft View, Wooler, NE71 6AT application no 
20/01792/FUL 

 Proposal to make a new opening in stone wall with a wooden gate to provide a safe pedestrian 
access to the footpath onto Tenter Hill; the side face wall of the stairway leading from the new 
gateway opening would be of stone construction; 2 Tenter Hill, Wooler, NE1 6DB appl no 
20/01702/FUL 

 
 



 

 

16. PLANNING DECISIONS        UPDATE & DECISION  
 

 Erection of New Water Treatment Works, land East of Livestock Market, Berwick Rod, Wooler - 
GRANTED 

 
17. OUTSIDE BODIES      REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 

 

 Cllr Cumming raised the issue of the bin on South Road overflowing with rubbish on Sunday. Cllr 
Mather confirmed that 2 new bins had been ordered and we were awaiting the bases. This meant that 
a new bin could be placed in the middle of this area and hopefully this would alleviate the problem. 

 Discussion followed over placement of bins on Scotts Park and reports of a vehicle bring driven over 
the area. NCC are to be asked to re-instate the bollards at the Scotts Park entrances. 

 Graham Bucknall had been contacted about the overgrown tree on the steps between Church St and 
South Road.  

 Concerns had been raised over plant pots on the pavements outside houses as there was now ones 
appearing on Ramseys Lane. These are deemed an obstruction and will be reported to NCC 
highways to investigate. 

 Concern raised over the Farmers Market and no lack of social distancing although hand sanitisers 
were available. The disabled bays were also not available despite this being in the agreement with 
NCC and had been reported to Ruth Bendell who was to action with NCC. 
 

18. COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Cllr Curry raised the issue of who owned the land between the Church and Mr Robinsons property as 
a tree was causing issues. It was agreed that the tree officer would be asked to look at this site at the 
same time as the Tory Bank. 

 
 

19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 17th August 2020 at 7pm. 
 

20. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
Pathway 
 

 
21. FINANCE - Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 

 
 

BROXAP- Litter Bins 473.66 Transfer 

NCC – July Payroll 1265.18 Transfer 

Glendale Graphics – Signage for playparks Covid rules 150.00 Transfer 

Viking – Toner 111.56 Transfer 

Broxap – bases for litter bins 18.00 Transfer 

   

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments – the Parish Council agreed the payments and the Chair signed the invoices to 
authorise payment by clerk. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… 
 


