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To all parents and carers of pupils attending Haltwhistle Primary Academy 
 
 
 
 
Date : 16th November 2020 
 
 
 
 
Dear parent/carer 
 
HALTWHISTLE DEVELOPMENTS 
 
I am sure that you will have seen that there has been a great deal of construction activity taking 
place at the Haltwhistle site since the summer. I know that Mrs Drake has been providing you 
with occasional updates around the refurbishment scheme and, as we approach an exciting 
stage of the scheme , I wanted to take the opportunity to communicate with parents and carers 
about what has been achieved and the wonderful facilities that we will be moving into. 
 
Like most other construction activities, the original timescale for the project was disrupted by 
the UK lockdown but I am delighted to tell you that great progress has been made as a result of 
a highly successful partnership between Northumberland County Council, WISE Academies 
and the contractors working on the site. We now expect the remaining works to be completed 
by March and we expect to transfer all pupils and staff to the new building immediately after 
Easter 2021. 
 
Already you may have noticed that the former Middle Academy building is much more attractive 
from the outside, and you will be pleased to hear that this improved standard of finish is 
replicated on the interior. The building really will be transformed into something very special for 
our Haltwhistle Primary Academy pupils. It will be a spacious, modern and vibrant environment 
which will facilitate high quality primary and early years education for the young people of 
Haltwhistle. 
 
As you know there have been opportunities for parents/carers and other parts of the community 
to have their say about the project and we took careful note of the feedback that we received. 
As a result of this the remodelled building will have ample facilities for our children to enjoy 
indoor sporting activities (in addition to the excellent sports pitch at the front of the building) and 
also that the premises will continue to be suitable for a range of community uses. 
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Taking account of the views expressed by stakeholders and in our pursuit of the highest 
standards of provision we have invested additional capital resources to incorporate some 
additional enhancements as the work enters its final stages. Some of the additional features 
include: - 
 

• Modifications to the stage area in the school hall which means that the space will be 
adaptable to host school and community events as well as P.E. activities; 

• New windows in the school hall to enhance the environment; 
• Refurbishment of the school kitchen to make sure that our catering operation is able to 

provide quality meals, together with a new servery to make it appropriate for younger 
children; 

• Renewal of the roof over the school hall and kitchen areas to ensure weather-tightness; 
• A new outdoor play area for the early years setting which will provide a stimulating 

learning and play space for our youngest children; 
• New furniture throughout the building so that the standard of fixtures, fittings and 

equipment match the quality of the refurbished building 
 
I am sure that you and your children will welcome these additional improvements, which are on 
top of the major upgrades throughout the whole building. The resulting building will be 
something that everyone involved can take pride in and will be a real asset to the Haltwhistle 
community. 
 
I firmly believe that the Haltwhistle project is a shining example of what can be achieved as a 
result of the powerful partnership between Northumberland County Council and WISE 
Academies. 
 
I really look forward to the day after the Easter holidays when we can welcome pupils to their 
new academy building. I know that this will be a memorable time for them and for the 
Haltwhistle community. And, of course, the children will also enjoy the spectacular views of the 
beautiful landscape that the academy building overlooks. 
 
Nearer the time we would also love to show parents, carers and the wider community the 
remodelled building. Of course, with the current restrictions that are in place it may be that we 
will need to do this through a virtual viewing but we will be able to determine this nearer to the 
time. 
 
We are genuinely grateful for your patience and your ongoing support as we bring this exciting 
development to a successful conclusion. You can expect to receive further updates in the 
coming weeks and months as the scheme enters its final phase. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
Mrs Z.E. Carr O.B.E. 
CEO of WISE Academies 


