LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING

	Meeting on:		2nd December 2020
	Meeting at:		Zoom 863 9167 2473	
	Meeting time:		7:00 pm
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Allison Davies (AD)Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Weldon (DW), 
	In attendance:		Cllr. Trevor Thorne, One member of the public, Clerk
	
The meeting opened at 7.01 p.m.
1) Apologies for Absence – John Munro (JM) due to ill health
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 19 below 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk57892182][bookmark: _Hlk57638209]Road Signage Church St.
b) Clerks Election Briefing
3) Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report - 27th- 1st November	Crimes reported 0		Anti- Social Behaviour 3 
These reports included a possible breach of COVID19 regulations which was investigated by Police and dealt with. We have received further reports of fly-tipping on the A697 near Weldon Bridge. An investigation was made and the vehicle involved was stopped near to Otterburn later in the same evening. 4 males were arrested in total for other matters and also dealt with for the fly tipping incident. The county council is aware of the issues around the area of the A697. Reports of a suspicious male in the area of the play park were received on 4/11/20 – no offences were identified and the area has been given attention.  Please see below number of vehicles checked and dates in the Longframlington area. We will continue to conduct checks in the area. 
	11/11/2020
	Longframlington 
	45 vehicles checked


Other Business
LOCAL CORONAVIRUS RESTRICTIONS – As you will be aware there are current restrictions in our area to reduce the spread of coronavirus. Any reports received of breaches of guidelines are followed up and dealt with accordingly. Please report any breaches.
OP NIGHTWING – Patrols conducted around vulnerable premises such as building sites/post offices and public houses who are most likely to be targeted by travelling criminals. 
OP CHECKPOINT – We have been conducting proactive patrols around rural areas including your area stopping and checking vehicles suspected in poaching and rural crime. 
Any incident of this nature that is reported will always be followed up. Please, if you see any suspicious vehicles or persons in the area REPORT THIS on 101 or online NORTHUMBRIA.POLICE.UK. 
FARMWATCH – Please spread the word to any farmers/workers that we are here to support them and provide crime prevention advice. I have already visited a few farms in the area and issued new FARMWATCH signs and signed them up to the scheme – Basically this allows us to notify them of suspicious vehicles or incidents in the area. 
6) County Councillors Report
a) Coronavirus - Cllr Thorne highlighted the difficult conditions for local businesses coming out of the second lockdown and entering Tier 3 restrictions. He had lobbied Anne-Marie Trevelyan MP (AMT) to ask for a reclassification. AMT had replied that the statistic overall for Northumberland were not good and with non-essential shops re-opening, there was a concern that Covid- related cases would increase. 
b) [bookmark: _Hlk57905674]Planning -There were two current and ongoing controversial planning applications in the village, the third phase of the Land North of Fairfields and the variation of conditions for the airfield at Atheys Moor. TT reported that the planning application for the new infirmary at Berwick had been approved. 
c) Road Improvements – TT was delighted with the repairs to the A697. Highways had put right the wrongs of the last repairs. He had spoken with John Hunter, NCC Project Manager about the work required to be completed at North End. Cllr Thorne had complained about the lack of roadmarkings on the C106 and had been told this had been done as a traffic calming measure. He had indicated that this was unsatisfactory and hoped the lines would be painted soon. He was still pushing for the overhanging branches to be removed at Alnwick Fords and had spoken to Graham Bucknall about the completion of the traffic calming measures on the Rothbury Rd. He was hopeful this would be completed soon.
d) Village Sign – Trevor was still working towards having a village sign and liaising with Norma Sadler on an appropriate historical picture to embellish it.
Issues/Questions for Cllr Thorne
a) GF had spoken to NCC abut the overhanging branches between Alnwick Fords and Glantlees and was told that it was the landowners’ responsibility and that NCC had no budget to carry out this work. TT agreed to speak to both landowners over the following week.
GF thanked Trevor for his report and attendance at the meeting.

2) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the virtual meeting held on 4th November 2020 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues 
3) Matters Arising out of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:
a) Road Improvements including:
i) Letter to Highways re work on A697. GF had sent a letter to John Hunter, NCC Projects Manager thanking him for the excellent work undertaken and to highlight the efficient, helpful and courteous manner in which the team had carried out the work. They had proved themselves to be good ambassadors of the County Council. John had responded saying he was grateful to the village for the way they had supported the work. He also informed GF that the remedial work at North End was scheduled to take place on 22 March 2021.
ii) Rothbury Road Traffic Calming improvements. It would appear that there is one department within Highways that is holding up this work. TT had spoken to Graham Bucknall (GB) about this. GB did not know why the work had not been completed. 
iii) Overhanging branches Alnwick Fords to Glantlees. A request has been submitted to Graham Bucknall for the trees to be cut back but no response has been received. Clerk had resubmitted the request to the one-stop Highways programme email address.
b) Village Christmas tree and lights. It had been decided to source a tree from an alternate supplier due to the unavailability, because of ill-health, of the landowner who usually supplies the village tree. Unfortunately, because of covid-19 restrictions on working arrangements, suppliers were unable to provide tall trees, and so this year the tree was only 15ft high. However, the display should be satisfactory as some of the extra lights had been used to decorate around the area of the tree. The lighting of the tree was to take place on Sunday 6th December at 4.30 and a message to this effect would be placed on the Facebook page. The lighting would be live-streamed on Facebook and people were invited to switch their lights on at the same time. Families and children would then have the opportunity to walk around the village and see the displays.
c) Covid-19 Related Issues. No issues at present time. Latest information was that Shilbottle Ward had 0/100,000 Covid-19 cases and most rural areas in Northumberland in the 0-4/100,000 cases range. However, cases on the coast were much higher and there had been several cases in Alnwick and Rothbury. Longhorsley was now in the 0-4/100,000 range.
d) Longframlington Christmas on Facebook. GA had drafted a Facebook Post for the Christmas Lights Switch-on. It was agreed to ask residents to send in pictures of their displays for posting on Facebook. A new picture will be featured each day.	       											       Action: GA
e) Review of internal policies & procedures. GF/Clerk had reviewed the policies and procedures. There were a number of amendments which were considered. Amendments approved as follows (amendments in italics):
i) Standing Orders: 
Section 3: 	Voting arrangements for meetings 
Para 3.12		Voting at the meeting shall be by a show of hands unless a majority of Councillors wants a ballot. A simple majority of votes cast will carry the motion. Only the proposer and seconder will be recorded in the minutes unless a Councillor requests that their vote is noted. A Councillor may also request that the Clerk records how each Councillor has voted, including abstentions. 
Section 4:	Emergency Business
Para 4.1	Should it not be appropriate to convene an extraordinary meeting then any emergency business will be handled by the designated persons, usually the Clerk, the Chairman and one other councillor. The scope of the delegated authority should be minuted and periodically reviewed. Actions will be reported promptly to the Council.
ii) Data Protection & GDPR.:
(1) The PC adopted the revised ICO Model publication scheme (Version 1.2 20151023). There was only two minor amendments (in italics) with respect to charging for information:
“Charges may also be made for making datasets (or parts of datasets) that are relevant copyright works available for re-use. These charges will be in accordance with the terms of the Re-use of Public Sector Information Regulations 2015, where they apply, or with regulations made under section 11B of the Freedom of Information Act, or with other statutory powers of the public authority.”					 
(2) The PC were asked to re-consider the Action Plan suggested by AD in her report December 2019. It was agreed that due to the current Covid -19 restrictions these actions would be difficult to implement at the present time and that these should be addressed when the regulations on face-to face meetings were lifted.
(3) Document Storage. The following minor amendments (in italics) were adopted:
1.	Approach to Document Storage & Retention:
a.	This council does not have an office from which the clerk can work. Documents are therefore stored in the small room in Longframlington Memorial Hall and active documents at the clerk’s home.  
	

RETENTION OF DOCUMENTS REQUIRED FOR THE AUDIT OF PARISH COUNCILS

	DOCUMENT
	MINIMUM RETENTION PERIOD
	REASON
	LOCATION

	For Allotments
	

	· Plans
· Register of tenants and Rent /water payments
	Indefinite
2 years
	Audit, Management
Audit, Management
	Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall


iii) Website Accessibility Policy. Guidance on this from NALC was still awaited. Most of the current webpage infrastructure was the responsibility of NorthumberlandALC (NALC). Once NALC had completed their work on this, the PC would then need to consider accessibility issues with respect to LPC documents posted on the webpage.
iv) Social Networking Policy. PC were asked to consider, for the next meeting, whether the Facebook Page should continue post-Covid and if so, would then need to consider whether a Social Networking Policy would be required.				        							        Action: All
v) Joint Burial Committee (JBC)/Cemetery related Documentation. Currently the JBC has its own Terms of Reference along with several policies and procedures appertaining to the cemetery and its use. It was agreed that a review of these procedures for inclusion within the main LPC Policy and Procedures documentation would take place, once the formal dissolution of the JBC had gone through.		              
4) Meetings to Attend / Attended - None 
5) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of November 2020. None
b) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments were approved.
	05/11/2020
	N/land Age UK
	Donation
	50.00

	16/11/2020
	Graham Fremlin
	Expenses: Xmas Direct - lights
	176.98

	02/12/2020
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Zoom subscription
	14.39

	02/12/2020
	Gavin Christie
	Grounds Maintenance (Nov)
	173.00

	02/12/2020
	Gavin Christie 
	Grounds Maintenance (to cemetery)
	-60.00

	12/11/2020
	British Gas
	Electricity Sports court
	10.69

	03/12/2020
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	291.78

	03/12/2020
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	71.60

	
	
	Total
	728.44


c) Requests for donations. None 
d) Bank Reconciliation to 2nd December 2020 was approved:
	Balance per bank statements at 25th November 2019
	
	

	
	Community account
	
	65653.69

	
	Business Saver
	
	6104.02

	
	
	
	
	71757.71

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	

	Parish Council
	07/10/2020
	John Munro reimbursement
	39.00
	

	
	05/11/2020
	N/land Age UK
	50.00
	

	
	16/11/2020
	Graham Fremlin
	176.98
	

	
	02/12/2020
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	14.39
	

	
	02/12/2020
	Gavin Christie
	173.00
	

	
	04/11/2020
	G Rhodes
	291.78
	

	
	04/11/2020
	HMRC
	71.60
	

	
	
	
	
	816.75

	Uncredited Deposits - Cemetery
	
	0.00
	

	Parish Council
	
	
	0.00
	0.00

	Balance per cash book 
	
	
	
	70940.96

	Balance per cash book
	PC
	
	
	58660.53

	
	Cemetery
	
	
	12280.43

	
	
	
	
	70940.96


6) Village Activities. 
 		St. Mary’s Church Christmas Services:
· Messy Church Christmas		20th December at 4.00 p.m.
· Christingle service via Zoom		21st December at 4.00 p.m.
· St Mary’s Christmas by Candlelight	16th & 23rd December at 7.00 p.m.
· Midnight Mass			24th December at 11.15 p.m.
· Christmas Day			2th December 10.00a.m.
All services ticketed except those by Zoom. For tickets or watch from home go to: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16291/

		United Reform Church Services:
· Service				20th December at 11 a.m.
· Christmas Eve communion service	 24th December at 6.00 p.m. 
All URC services live streamed for the foreseeable future. Services can be found at:  https://www.youtube.com/user/manseavs
7) Allotments
a) Management None
b) Maintenance 
i) Allotments inspection. DW reported that in general the allotments were in good order. The following issues were identified:
(1) The padlock for the tap at the southern end of the allotments was missing;
(2) The footpath in the middle of Plots 5-7 was obstructed by a green garden box and seating. It was not clear whether this footpath was in use;
(3) The chain link on the gate adjacent plots 5-7 requires attention.
8) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Sports Court & Playground arrangements during the current pandemic.  An email had been received from Anne Lowrie requesting the re-opening of the sportscourt and outlining the regulations for the new Tier 3 restrictions. It had already been agreed by the PC that the sportscourt opening would be reviewed at the ending of the second lockdown. During the lockdown a number of young people had entered the court by undoing the ties to the netting and climbing over the wall.  It was unanimously agreed (Proposed DW Seconded GA) that the court reopen on Thursday 3rd December and that a message to this effect be placed on the Facebook page, highlighting the need for users to abide by the Government Covid-19 regulations and the Rule of Six.								      Action: GA
b)  Sports Courts and Playground inspection GF/DW had carried out the inspection and whilst most of the area and equipment were in good order, the following issues were identified:
i) [bookmark: _Hlk57900836]Gym equipment: ground surrounding some of the units had subsided and a potential trip hazard.  Gavin Christie to be asked to lift matting and level the ground.							        Action: GF
ii) [bookmark: _Hlk57900958]New climbing frame: section of wooden surround requires fixing.				      Action: DW
iii) Sportscourt Netting:  requires refixing. Gavin Christie to be asked to do this			        Action: GF
iv) Sportscourt fencing support: requires refixing						      Action: DW
v) Seating: requires cleaning and treating in the Spring
vi) Tank Turn: Further deterioration with two large potholes and a large section breaking up and needing replacement. Agreed this needs attention at the earliest opportunity. LC Screeding to be approached immediately to see if they can do this, and if not to put the work out to tender.						       Action: GA
9) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.

	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position

	20/02482/FUL
	Land North of Fairfields Longframlington Northumberland
	Application
	Registered

	20/02082/VARYCO
	Poultry Fram Atheys Moor Removal of Condition 8, Variation to Condition 4 (Variation to Condition 5) 
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	20/02098/VARYCO
	Land West of Meadow Lodge
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	20/03043/ADE
	Land North of Fairfields -Advertisement Consent 
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	20/03298/VARYCO
	
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	20/03284/PRUTPO
	Trees South of Heatherwick - TPO
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	20/03368/FUL
	Stonehaven - Extension of bungalow to create additional
bedroom and study. Construction of new detached single garage
and detached double garage
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	20/02916/FUL
	Land South East of Christmas Farm Longframlington Northumberland
	Application
	LPC do not object to this application subject to the following: Work should not be allowed to start on the New Farm track until the existing approved road access is completed to the satisfaction of the NCC highways dept in accordance with the agreed planning permission.

	20/03760/FUL
	4 Cheviot Lodge Longframlington NE65 8BG
	Application
	No Objection


b) 17/03662/FUL: Land East of Longframlington Gardens (Cuthberts View) Formal Complaint to Head of Planning. A letter to Rob Murfin outlining members concerns regarding the conduct of the Planning Department with respect to this application had been submitted. A reply from Vivienne Cartmel had been received to say the LPC would have a response by 11th December 2020.
10) Cemetery/JBC issues:
a) Finance
i) Notification of receipts since last meeting. None
ii) Charge for Clerk and Other Payments were approved:
	02/12/2020
	Gavin Christie
	Grounds Maintenance
	60.00

	02/12/2020
	LPC	
	Clerk's wages (Nov)
	0.00

	
	
	Total
	60.00


iii) Bank information to 2nd December 2020 = 12280.43
iv) Income & Expenditure 2020/21 to 2nd December 2020 was approved:
	Income
	
	

	Precept
	3000.00 
	

	Other Income
	181.00 
	

	VAT
	1944.00 
	

	Total Cemetery Income
	
	5125.00 

	Expenditure
	
	

	Plaques
	51.00 
	

	Maintenance
	1240.67 
	

	Rates
	27.12 
	

	Capital Purchases
	0.00 
	

	Admin Expenses
	199.02 
	

	Total Cemetery Expenditure
	
	1517.81 

	Net Income less Expenditure
	
	3607.19 


b) Burials/Ashes internments. None
c) Memorial applications. None
d) Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Parish Council Joint Burial Committee Dissolution. Clerk had asked for advice from Stephen Rickett NALC, on the form that the Dissolution Agreement should take. Stephen was about to go on leave and asked that he take this up on his return. Clerk had informed Alison Elsdon, Service Director of Finance at NCC of the intention to dissolve the JBC and the impact this would have on the Precept requests for Longframlington and for Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst. She had replied to say that she would follow this up to ‘see what happens next’.
11) Action Plan – November 2020
a) [bookmark: _Hlk57896285]Allotment Invoices.  Clerk had drafted the invoices and was now awaiting the final water bill, before despatch. In previous years the allotment rules had been included in the letter. These ran to several pages and wasteful. It was agreed that tenants be informed that the rules could be found on the PC webpage or in hard copy by request to the Clerk.   
												   Action: Clerk
GF agreed to distribute allotment letters.							       Action: GF
b) To consider an Allotment Meeting with PC. It was agreed that due to the current restrictions, it was not appropriate to arrange such a meeting. However, a note to be added to the allotment invoice letter, inviting tenants who had any issues, to bring these to the attention of the PC, either in writing or to submit a request to raise a question at a parish council meeting. 											Action: Clerk
c) Discuss and formulate next year’s action plan. The plan was reviewed and accepted with a minor amendment for May, Item 19. To read:
Item 19	Annual General Meeting. Elect our chairman for the next year.

Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion.
12) Neighbourhood Plan. AD provided the following report:
“Good progress has been made over the last month. Jenny Ludman, our planning consultant, is putting together the draft Plan ready for the Regulation 14 consultation in the new year.
Chris Anderson, our NCC officer, has produced a Screening Opinion on behalf of NCC, with the view that we don't need to carry out a full Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The Opinion is sent to Historic England, Natural England, and the Environment Agency They have until 6th January 2021 to respond. If they are in agreement with NCC that a full SEA is not needed, we can proceed with the Regulation 14 consultation on the draft Plan at the end of January/beginning of February. If they disagree, and insist on a full SEA, that will delay things a little, until that process is complete. Hopefully we could still be on track for a Regulation 14 consultation at the end of March/beginning of April if that was the case.
The Regulation 14 consultation will be a six-week period in which the Plan will be available online, and as paper copies to those who can't view it online. Following the end of that period, NCC will carry out their own six-week consultation period. After that, the Plan goes to an independent examiner, and following all of that, there will be a Parish referendum.”
13) Request to park Burger Van on Tank Turn for purpose of selling take-away food. The request was denied (Proposed: DL Seconded: DW) for the following reasons:
a) Impact on other catering business within the village. Local businesses should come first;
b) Possible increase of litter;
c) People should not be encouraged into the village during the current pandemic;
d) Another non-healthy food option.
GF agreed to draft a response								              Action: GF/Clerk
14) Any Urgent Business 
a) Road Signage Church St. GN informed members that there was a good deal of confusion for delivery drivers and visitors due to the poor road signage at the bottom of Church Street, as the Southern side of the street was part of Old School Court whilst the northern side was Church Street. There were numerous examples of poor street signage around the village and there was little the PC could do. Residents were advised to approach NCC, where the signage was the responsibility of the Local Authority or the property/land owner if the property was on a non-adopted area, road or street.
b) Clerks Election Briefing. Clerk to attend NALC briefing in preparation for the May 2020 Local Council Election.
15) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting - To note the date of the next meeting and any agenda items.
a) Agenda Item: Budget & Precept.  Members were asked to consider projects that may be included in the forthcoming year.   											        Action: All
b) Date of Next Meeting Wednesday 6th January 2021

The meeting closed at 8.39 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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