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Longhirst Parish Council 
Bi-monthly Parish Council Meeting 

7PM on THURSDAY, 05 NOVEMBER 2020 
(online) 

 

MINUTES 
Minutes are also available online 

 
 

 

 

 

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   Cllr Peter Coates,  Cllr Glen Fahy, Cllr Catherine Farrell, Cllr 
Chris Marr, Cllr Richard Tordoff  

 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
 
 

 
Helyn Douglas (Clerk)  

Jon Mills (Mickelwood Residents’ Association),   
Andy Robson (Longhirst Hall Residents’ Association 
Maurreen Carrick (Longhirst Colliery Residents’ Association)  
 

APOLOGIES:   Cllr Mark Davis, Cllr Maureen Lowes, Cllr David Towns (NCC)  

A 
 

i) 

PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes) 
 
Illegal build structure to the South of Elmwood, Station Cottages and West of the 
site for planning permission 18/00817/AGTRES 
 
Resident, Mr Clarkson, asked to speak regarding the illegal build on land adjacent 
to his property.  He explained that the developer had originally requested 
planning permission for three houses on the site, but this was refused (in July 
2018).   
 
The developer did however get permission to build a house at the site using an 
existing concrete pad, previously used for a storage building.  Work started but 
before it had progressed very far another house was erected nearby and is almost 
fully completed (utilising another concrete base also for a storage unit). 
 
Mr Clarkson is aware that both properties are currently advertised for sale.  He is 
concerned that now it is built, and utilises the footprint of an existing structure, 
that it may well be granted permission.  He feels this is circumventing the 
planning process. 
 
Councillors were supportive of his concerns and will discuss this under the main 
agenda. 

B  Update from Northumbria Police 
 
PC Amy Smith was unable to attend tonight (as she is not on duty) but will check 
the dates of future meetings.  If there are any issues to raise we are welcome to 
pass these on. 

C  NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - CLLR DAVID TOWNS 
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i) 

Free school meals 
Morpeth Town Council kindly administered a scheme that included the Pegswood 
Division and has supported 16 families in the Ward.  This will be paid for from Cllr 
Towns Small Schemes Allowance or, if that is not permitted, he will cover the 
costs himself. 

D  RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION / GROUPS: 

  Longhirst Hall - Andy Robson 
Mr Robson reported that a section of metal fencing  belonging to a Longhirst Hall 
resident living opposite the hole in the wall on Dairy Lane has been damaged by 
construction vehicles as they reverse out .  This has been taken up with the 
developers and the construction company (as well as the Health & Safety 
Executive) with the result that all damage is promised to be fixed once the 
construction is complete.   
 
He also reported that construction traffic is using Dairy Lane, and when he 
queried this with the Planning Department was told it was allowed.  Councillors 
were concerned to hear this as it was their understanding the lane was not to be 
used.  They requested a copy of the Planning email so that this could be taken up 
with Northumberland County Council. 

ACTION: CLERK 

  Micklewood - Jon Mills 
Mr Mills was welcomed to his first meeting.  He raised the lack of a footpath from 
Micklewood to the village.  Cllr Coates stated this is an issue of which the Parish 
Council is very much aware.  The understanding is that once the two properties 
on Dairy Lane are complete then the developer will construct a footpath.  The 
Parish Council will keep a watch on this and is keen to see a formal pedestrian 
access route put in place.  

  Longhirst Colliery - Maureen Carrick 
Ms Carrick was also welcomed to her first meeting.  She noted that she is the 
representative from the Residents’ Association, not Norah Dryden as per the 
Agenda.  The Clerk apologised for the confusion and will clarify this. 
 
Ms Carrick would like further work done on the section of footpath between the 
railway and North East Grains as it is very narrow and dilapidated there, and 
forces pedestrians into the road.  This will be covered further under the main 
agenda. 
 
She also noted that the white lines on the road have worn away and are barely 
visible now.  Cllr Coates will add this to the list of outstanding road safety 
measures to be discussed with the County Council. 
 
And regarding the ‘Longhirst Colliery’ name plate she confirmed residents would 
be happy with a simple sign, and were never looking for a large ‘welcome’ style 
sign as is in the main village.  This item will be discussed under the main agenda.  

1  APOLOGIES 
Apologies are listed above.  During this Covid-19 lockdown the Chair has given 
permission for absence to any Councillors not able to join these online meetings. 
 

2  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
Use this link to check individual Declarations of Interests for Longhirst Parish Council 
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Please note that if a councillor has a change to make to their form, they do not need to complete a 
brand new form, but have to advise of the change in writing to: 
democraticservices@northumberland.gov.uk 
 

3  PREVIOUS MINUTES - 03 SEPTEMBER 2020 
The minutes were agreed as an accurate record. 
 

4  MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere) 
4.1   Encouraging residents’ participation 

Information has gone out in the Longhirst Leader encouraging residents to 
attend the online meetings, or to send in their views to the Clerk.  This will 
continue.   
 

4.2  North East Grains site visit  
Cllr P Coates and Cllr D Towns (NCC) had an online meeting with the new 
Managing Director, Matthew Curry.  At this time the company does not plan to 
go ahead with either the Anaerobic Digester development or the ground source 
heat pump, though both may be reviewed later.   
 
Mr Curry wanted to point out that NEG does not import any grain from Scotland: 
95% of the grain they handle comes from their own members.  (Some of the 
vehicles used may be ‘on hire’ thereby giving the impression that the grain has 
come from further afield.) 
 
Signs are in place at their exit instructing drivers of the large grain lorries to turn 
right, and CCTV cameras are also in place.  Whilst most drivers stick to the 
agreement regarding traffic flow (and Cllr C Marr noted a drop in the number of 
vehicles he sees passing by) however some still do not and this is something that 
the Parish Council intends to take up with NEG. 
 
This does represent significant progress in developing a better relationship 
between NEG and the village.  There is an agreement to meet four times a year 
with an annual site visit.  For the time being meetings will be held online, but 
when restrictions are lifted all Councillors will be invited to attend the site.  
 
Cllr G Fahy asked if there was any feedback yet from the County Council road 
traffic sensors.  He thought that they had not been  placed in the optimal 
locations to monitor traffic but would still like to know the results.  The Parish 
Council expressed its thanks to resident Mr D Hodges for his efforts to have this 
work carried out; no feedback has been received as of yet but we expect to hear 
back in due course. 
 

4.3  Ashington Road Flooding 
Work on drainage in the area is being carried out by Advance Northumberland. 
Cllr G Fahy noted that some underground drainage is being installed in the field 
east of the road, though not at the location of the flooding.  He is unsure how 
effective that will be but hopes it will help.  He also reported that the ditches 
have been widened and additional soakways added. 
 
However the remedial work discussed with Northumberland County Council is 
not progressing.  The Parish Council are disappointed with the response from 
NCC to this problem and will continue to press for the road to be raised. 
 

4.4  Longhirst Colliery - NE Grains Footpath Clearance / Widening  
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In response to the issue raised by Ms Carrick, Cllr P Coates replied that some 
work was done to the path, using funds provided by Cllr Towns (NCC).  However 
the path ends at the stretch that she mentions and there is no path to repair.  The 
Parish Council agrees that this is a most unsatisfactory state of affairs and 
identified the construction of a path as a priority in their Local Transport Plan 
response.  Negotiations are ongoing with Northumberland County Council about 
this. 
 

4.5  Butcher’s Lane site meeting  
The proposed site meeting has not yet taken place.  The Clerk is to try again to 
arrange that, asking Neil Snowdon to meet on site with Cllr P Coates (Pegswood 
Parish Council to be invited once a date is set).  Unfortunately Pegswood Parish 
Council have not been able to include Butcher’s Lane as one of the priorities in 
their Local Transport Plan request. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

5  PLANNING (search the NCC Planning Portal) 
 

5.1  Domino's Field - 19/00991/FUL  
A decision is still awaited on this application. 
 

5.2  Dairy Lane  
The two plots have now been sold.  The issues around construction traffic have 
been discussed above.  Cllr P Coates also noted that he is working together with 
Stephen Rickitt at NALC on some planning issues and hopes to arrange a 
meeting with Rob Murfin, Director of Planning at Northumberland County 
Council. to discuss some of these issues. 
 

5.3  Illegal build at Longhirst - 18/00817/AGTRES 
The Parish Council whole-heartedly agrees with the residents’ concerns over this 
and will write to Northumberland County Council. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

5.4  9 Longhirst Village, extension - planning appeal  - 20/01697/FUL (deadline 23 
Nov 20) 
The Parish Council has no comments to make on this application. 
 

6 
 

BUSINESS 

6.1  Support for village groups during Covid-19 crisis 
There were no requests made at this time.  The Village Hall has now received its 
grant through the Government backed scheme.  This, along with the contribution 
from the Parish Council, means that the Hall is financially stable at this time.  The 
Management Committee has agreed to use some of these funds to install an 
internet link at the Hall that will provide a benefit to many users.  The Parish 
Council very much welcomed this news. 
 

6.2  Longhirst Colliery Signage  
The Parish Council proposes a standard name plate sign (black lettering on a 
white background) on two posts, to be fitted at the junction.  As discussed above 
Ms Carrick, on behalf of Longhirst Residents’ Association, is happy with those 
details.  The indicative price from the County Council is c£500-600.  Cllr P Coates 
has had confirmation that planning permission is not required.  Councillors 
agreed to proceed with the purchase. 

ACTION: CLERK 
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6.3  Remembrance Day Service  
A limited service will still be held this year (by invitation only).  The Parish Council 
has purchased a wreath and Cllr C Farrell will attend to represent the Parish 
Council.  
 

6.4  Parish Council Elections 2021  
Elections are scheduled for May next year; two Councillors have indicated they 
may not stand again at those elections.  The costs for a scheduled election are 
likely to be much lower than for an unscheduled one (as the costs are shared out 
across all areas of the county).   
 

7  BUDGET 
 

7.1  Bank Statements 20/21 & Budget Monitoring 20/21  
The bank statements are available for inspection.  Cllr C Marr asked if variances 
are monitored, and the Clerk replied that this is done through these updates, and 
more formally during the audit process. 
 

7.2  Draft budget for 21/22 and Precept 
Councillors reviewed the precept information provided by the County Council 
and discussed indicative budget figures for next year.  The final agreed budget 
figures will inform how much precept is required.  The deadline for the precept 
request to be submitted is 29 January 2021, therefore the budget will need to be 
finalised at the January meeting. 
 
The Clerk pointed out that the amount of precept should be enough to cover 
only the expenditure required for the coming year; for very large items of 
expenditure other sources of funding could be sought.  The Parish Council does 
have a relatively high level of reserves as key items of expenditure last year were 
not needed.  This is therefore available for other activities, or could be used to 
reduce the precept. 

Page | 1 of 7 
The views of residents would normally be sought via the Annual Parish meeting 
in May; it was unfortunate that this could not take place this year (because of the 
Covid 19 outbreak) but it is hoped that some form of meeting or consultation can 
take place in May 2021. 
 
Councillors are asked to review the items listed, and consider what other 
activities the Parish Council would like to undertake next year.  The Clerk is to 
circulate a reminder, along with a copy of the Three Year Strategic Plan, and 
Councillors are asked to respond between now and the next meeting. 

ACTION: CLERK / ALL CLLRS 
7.3  NALC pay rise 

This is in line with the nationally agreed pay rise for Clerks, and is due to be 
backdated to 01 April 2020.  It represents an hourly rate rise from £10.37 to 
£10.65.  This was agreed by Councillors. 
 

7.4 
 

Donation request - St John’s Church (£600) 
The Parish Council agreed to this year’s donation of £600 towards the upkeep of 
St John’s Churchyard. 

ACTION: CLERK 
8  CONSULTATIONS 

There were no items raised. 
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9  REPORTS from Councillors 
9.1  Potland Park  

Cllr G Fahy reported that the work is progressing slowly; fences are going in but 
the work on the bridleway is delayed and overall the project is not likely to be 
complete by the end of the year as originally planned. 
 

9.2  Parking in Longhirst Village 
Cllr M Lowes had asked for this item to be discussed.  One of the houses at The 
Barracks is a holiday let and unfortunately those using it are parking on the road 
and causing an obstruction to the flow of traffic and forcing pedestrians into the 
road.  (The property does have a garage but it may be in use as a storage facility 
by the owner.)   
 
The Clerk is to ask Cllr Lowes if she can provide the exact address, or find out the 
contact details for the owner, or for the letting agency, with a view to the Parish 
Council writing to them to ask guests to use the garage. 

ACTION: CLERK / CLLR LOWES 
 

9.3  Weeds / grass west of the old entrance to Longhirst Hall 
Cllr Lowes also asked for this to be reported to the County Council.  The Clerk did 
report this earlier in the year but does not know if any action was taken.  This will 
be reported again. 

ACTION: CLERK 
9.4  Footpaths / Public rights of way 

Mr J Mills noted that some footpaths are being damaged by ploughing at the 
field edge and this is increasingly becoming a problem for walkers.  This issue 
can be reported to Northumberland County Council. 
 
The Councillors also discussed the change in legislation that will require public 
rights of way to be registered by 2026.  The County Council has an online map 
that lists all Public Rights of Way - this could help to identify any routes not 
currently registered.  The Clerk will forward on the link to that. 

ACTION: CLERK 
9.5  Ashington Road -old manholes 

Cllr Fahy reported that no further work has been done to cover these.  Cllr P 
Coates will add this to his list of outstanding highways items to be taken up with 
Northumberland County Council. 
 

9.6  Thank you to Martin King (NCC Highways) 
Cllr R Tordoff has asked the Councillors to consider a thank you to Mr King for 
the work done on the flooding at Pegswood Road.  Whilst a number of other 
issues remain outstanding, the Councillors were happy to pass on thanks for the 
work at Pegswood. 

ACTION: CLERK 
10  CORRESPONDENCE 

10.1  The Crossing House  
The owner of Crossing House had been in touch to ask for the view of the Parish 
Council on the possibility of a ‘pod’ holiday let at the property.  The Councillors 
had no issues with this.   
 

10.2  Community Chest  
The Community Chest is open for applications, and this year this has been 
extended to allow Parish Councils to apply (for Covid-19 specific activities). 
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11  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
No items were raised. 

   
12  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The time of the meeting is to be confirmed but may be moved to 6.30pm. 
  ● Thursday, 07 January 2021 (time tbc) 
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