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1. Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to explain the background to the Local Green Space 

(‘LGS’) designations and set out the work so far on identifying areas of LGS to be 

included in the Wooler Neighbourhood Plan, including the methodology used in the 

assessments. 

 

2. Planning policy background 

Local communities have been able to protect green areas of particular local 

significance since the introduction of the National Planning Policy Framework in 

2012, which created the specific designation of ‘Local Green Space’ (LGS). The 

intention of this designation is to provide locally important green areas a level of 

protection consistent with that given to the Green Belt thereby preventing 

development other than in very special circumstances.  

Local Green Space may only be designated through policy created in a 

neighbourhood plan or a local plan, and it must be capable of enduring beyond the 

end of the plan period. Designation of land as Local Green Space will not be 

appropriate for most green areas or open space. National policy describes the 

circumstance in which it may be appropriate to use this designation which is limited 

to where the green space is: 

 in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;  

 

 demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 

significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 

recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its 

wildlife; and  

 

 local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 

There are six local green spaces in Wooler, which are shown in figure 2.   
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3. Local Green Space Methodology 

Once identified, the six green spaces were assessed for suitability for designation as 

LGS against the criteria in the NPPF and National Planning Policy Guidance.  

In order to be designated as LGS all of the following criteria, identified in figure 1 

were required to be met. 

Figure 1: Criteria for LGS Designation 

Criteria Explanation 

1. Is the land subject to 
a Planning Permission? 

LGS designation will rarely be appropriate where the land 
has planning permission for development. Exceptions 
could be where the designation would be compatible with 
the planning permission or where planning permission is 
no longer capable of being implemented. (NPPG 
Paragraph: 008 Reference ID: 37-008-20140306)  

2. Is the space 
allocated or proposed 
for development in the 
Local Plan or 
Neighbourhood Plan? 

Designating any LGS will need to be consistent with local 
planning for sustainable development in the area. In 
particular, plans must identify sufficient land in suitable 
locations to meet identified development needs and the 
LGS designation should not be used in a way that 
undermines this aim of plan making (NPPG Paragraph: 
007 Reference ID: 37-007-20140306)  

3. Is the space local in 
character and not an 
extensive tract of land? 

LGS designation should only be used where the green 
area is not an extensive tract of land. Blanket designation 
of open countryside adjacent to settlements will not be 
appropriate. (NPPG Paragraph: 015 Reference ID: 37-
015-20140306)  

4. Is the space in close 
proximity to the 
Community it serves? 

The proximity of a LGS to the community it serves will 
depend on local circumstances, including why the green 
area is seen as special, but it must be reasonably close. 
For example, if public access is a key factor, then the site 
would normally be within easy walking distance of the 
community served. (NPPG Paragraph: 014 Reference ID: 
37-014-20140306) 
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Criteria Explanation 

5. Is the space 
demonstrably special 
or holds particular 
significance for the 
local community? (See 
additional questions 
below) 

LGS may be designated where those spaces are 
demonstrably special to the local community, whether in a 
village or a neighbourhood in a town. (NPPG Paragraph: 
009 Reference ID: 37-009-20140306) 

The following questions will help to identify if the space accords with criterion 5.  
 
5a. Is the space of particular local significance because of its beauty? 

5b. Is the space of particular historic significance? 

5c. Is the space of particular local significance because of its recreational value? 

5d. Is the space of particular local significance because of its tranquillity? 

5e. Is the space of particular local significance because of its richness of wildlife? 

5f. Is the space of particular local significance because of another reason not 

covered by the criteria above? 
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4. Local Green Space Assessment 

Site Ref GS1 
Site Name Scotts 
Park 
Description  
A large field, beside 
Wooler Water, with a 
playground. Bowling 
Green and facilities 
at north end 

                

Criteria Met? Comment 

1. Space is not subject to a 
planning permission 

 N/A 

2. Space is not allocated in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan 

 N/A 

3. Space is not an extensive tract 
of land and is local in character  

 N/A 

4. Space is within close proximity 
of the community it serves  

 It is entirely within Wooler's built up area. 

5. Space is demonstrably special 
to the local community and holds 
particular local significance.  

  

5a. Space has particular local 
significance because of its beauty 

 
Adds to the general feel of the town, as a 
place interspersed with green areas and 
trees. 

5b. Space has particular historic 
significance 

X  

5c. Space has recreational value  

Very important for informal recreation, It is 
where children play; people walk their 
dogs, where community outdoor events 
are held, as well as the Bowling Club. 

5d. Space has tranquillity  
It creates as sense of openness to nature 
for those who visit and live around it. 

5e. Space has rich wildlife  
People find it fascinating to watch the 
salmon coming up the river in the Autumn 

5f. Space has significance 
because of another reason  

X  

The space should be designated as Local Green Space: Yes 
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Site Ref GS2 
Site Name Bryson’s 
Park 
Description  
A level green area 
with football nets, a 
wooded slope to a 
small playground, 
accessible from 
Ramsey's lane, 
Broomey Road and 
Oliver Road 

 

  
 

             
 

Criteria Met? Comment 

1. Space is not subject to a 
planning permission 

 N/A 

2. Space is not allocated in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan 

 N/A 

3. Space is not an extensive tract 
of land and is local in character  

 N/A 

4. Space is within close proximity 
of the community it serves  

  

5. Space is demonstrably special 
to the local community and holds 
particular local significance.  

 
The land granted in perpetuity for 
recreation purposes to the local community 

5a. Space has particular local 
significance because of its beauty 

X  

5b. Space has particular historic 
significance 

X  

5c. Space has recreational value  
It provides a play space, a playground, a 
dog walking area and a general place to 
walk  

5d. Space has tranquillity  
A quiet spot with a feel of nature, within the 
urban fabric 

5e. Space has rich wildlife X  

5f. Space has significance 
because of another reason  

X  

The space should be designated as Local Green Space: Yes 
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Site Ref GS3 
Site Name Tower 
Hill (The Tory) 
Description  
A  small steep 
mound, topped by 
the remains of a 
Norman castle 

    
 

  
    

Criteria Met? Comment 

1. Space is not subject to a 
planning permission 

 N/A 

2. Space is not allocated in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan 

 N/A 

3. Space is not an extensive tract 
of land and is local in character  

 N/A 

4. Space is within close proximity 
of the community it serves  

  

5. Space is demonstrably special 
to the local community and holds 
particular local significance.  

  

5a. Space has particular local 
significance because of its beauty 

 
It is set against stands of tall trees, which 
create a sense of nature within the heart of 
the town 

5b. Space has particular historic 
significance 

 

Connects the settlement to its history as a 
Norman centre. The War memorial is 
located there, along with interpretation 
boards for visitors 

5c. Space has recreational value  Opportunity for informal recreation. 

5d. Space has tranquillity   

5e. Space has rich wildlife X  

5f. Space has significance 
because of another reason  

X  

The space should be designated as Local Green Space: Yes 
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Site Ref GS4  
Site Name 
Cardingmill 
Plantation 
Description  
Steep bank above 
Wooler water and 
Riverside caravan 
Park, planted with 
beeches and other 
trees                 

 

          
 

Criteria Met? Comment 

1. Space is not subject to a 
planning permission 

 N/A 

2. Space is not allocated in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan 

 N/A 

3. Space is not an extensive tract 
of land and is local in character  

 N/A 

4. Space is within close proximity 
of the community it serves  

 A few minutes from Market Square 

5. Space is demonstrably special 
to the local community and holds 
particular local significance.  

  

5a. Space has particular local 
significance because of its beauty 

 
The trees are very fine and help to shield 
the caravan park 

5b. Space has particular historic 
significance 

 
The old route to the Cardingmill and Yearle 
Mill 

5c. Space has recreational value  A footpath runs through it to Yearle Mill.  

5d. Space has tranquillity  A quiet, unmanaged space 

5e. Space has rich wildlife  
No formal records kept, but home to many 
creatures 

5f. Space has significance 
because of another reason  

X  

The space should be designated as Local Green Space: Yes 
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Site Ref GS5  
Site Name The 
Ponds below 
Petersfield 
Description  
Area with parking 
and paths (suitable 
for disabled) around 
ponds, surrounded 
by woodland rising 
up to the hills                 

Criteria Met? Comment 

1. Space is not subject to a 
planning permission 

 N/A 

2. Space is not allocated in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan 

 N/A 

3. Space is not an extensive tract 
of land and is local in character  

 N/A 

4. Space is within close proximity 
of the community it serves  

 About 0.6 km from built up area of Wooler. 

5. Space is demonstrably special 
to the local community and holds 
particular local significance.  

 

It is maintained by a local volunteer group, 
and is much used by local people for 
walking and picnicking.  People remember 
it from childhood and it’s a place where 
people dedicate seats and trees in 
memory of loved ones 

5a. Space has particular local 
significance because of its beauty 

 Partly - it has a flavour of the hills 

5b. Space has particular historic 
significance 

 
Used to be the community rifle range in 
previous centuries 

5c. Space has recreational value  
An adventure bike route through the 
woods to the south 

5d. Space has tranquillity  
It feels tranquil, even when there are 
people there 

5e. Space has rich wildlife  
Habitat for several bird species, deer and 
red squirrels 

5f. Space has significance 
because of another reason  

 It’s a place of memory. 

The space should be designated as Local Green Space: Yes 
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Site Ref GS6  
Site Name Land 
east side of 
A697/South Road  
Description  
Strip of land of grass 
and trees beside 
A697 from the Peth 
to the Chatton Road 
bridge 

                 

Criteria Met? Comment 

1. Space is not subject to a 
planning permission 

 N/A 

2. Space is not allocated in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan 

 N/A 

3. Space is not an extensive tract 
of land and is local in character  

 N/A 

4. Space is within close proximity 
of the community it serves  

 
It is within the built up area of Wooler and 
provides access to Wooler Water 

5. Space is demonstrably special 
to the local community and holds 
particular local significance.  

 
People use it for walking, looking at the 
river, and it enhances the look of South 
Road 

5a. Space has particular local 
significance because of its beauty 

 
It adds to the feel of a tree-filled town with 
a river flowing through it 

5b. Space has particular historic 
significance 

X  

5c. Space has recreational value  Opportunity for informal recreation 

5d. Space has tranquillity   

5e. Space has rich wildlife  
People can see river birds and fish, 
notably salmon when they come upriver 

5f. Space has significance 
because of another reason  

X  

The space should be designated as Local Green Space: Yes 
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Figure 2: Local Green Space in Wooler 

 


