Brinkburn and Hesleyhurst Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on: 		17th September 2019
Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
Meeting Time:		7.00 p.m.
Present:	David Owen (DO), Steven Bray (SB), Jackie Scarpa (JS), Vincent Milburn (VM), Mark Fenwick
In attendance:		Clerk: Garth Rhodes

The meeting opened at 7.25 p.m.

1. Apologies for Absence. None
2. Table Any Other Business to be addressed in 21 below
a. Tribute to the Fallen. 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2019 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such.
4. Matters arising out of Minutes. 
a. [bookmark: _Hlk4045064]Co-option of Parish Councillors. The resignation of Vicky Knox had been formally received. There were now two vacancies, one for Brinkburn and one for Hesleyhurst. Whilst members had mentioned the vacancies to various people no-one yet had come forward. It was agreed to send a letter to all households on this matter.			       Action: DO/Clerk
b.  Light Pollution from Longframlington. VM had spoken to David Thompson about the light coming from his farm. He was not aware of the problem and had agreed to place sensors and or lower the lights. VM agreed to speak to David again in the future if this work is not carried out.							                 Action: VM
c. General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) Audit. A little further work has been done with the Longframlington PC GDPR, around the auditing of current provision/ future actions and a short verbal report presented at their last meeting but this work is not at a stage to provide advice to the B&H GDPR. Northumberland NALC will be producing further guidance. 												              Action: Clerk
d. Hedge cutting around the playing field. Clerk had written to Susan Aynsley to thank her for arranging the hedge cutting.
e. Northumberland National Park Draft Local Plan. The PC had not submitted any comments on the plan. The Plan provided a defining balance between local planning needs and national interests.
f. Climate Action Northumberland Petition. NCC welcomed the petition and incorporated the recommendations into their ‘Responding to Climate Changes’ report which was subsequently approved by full council on 28 June 2019. It would be important for NCC to set out its priorities in more detail and ensure they work together in a joined-up way. However, it was recognised that NCC were challenged by funding issues.
g. Dog Bin at Anglers Arms Weldon Bridge. Clerk had learned that not only did the PC have to approve the installation of the bin but also to submit a costed application to the County Councillor’s small project fund. Currently this information is with Cllr Thorne as funding of dog bins is not seen as capital expenditure and requires special permission from the Leader. We await the outcome. JS reported that the problem of people leaving dog poo bags across the National Park was discussed at the recent Cluster meeting and it was expected that this issue would be energetically followed up.
h. Tour of West Sleekburn Recycling Facility – report and waste leaflets/stickers. JS/SB/Clerk reported on the recent tour of the facility.  It was clear that one of the major problems in Northumberland was lack of public awareness as to what should be recycled and what should be placed into general waste bins (which goes for incineration to produce energy).NCC had provided additional informational literature. It was agreed to ask for further copies of the information wheels and bin stickers which would be placed (with explanation) in the letter to residents.        			              Action: Clerk
i. Weed Control – Use of glyphosate. Clerk wrote to NCC on this matter and received the following response from Bob Hodgson, Area Manager North: ‘On point one in relation to Ragwort, we will, if Ragwort is reported to us or we come across it, we will undertake appropriate control method hopefully before flowering/seeding occurs, monitor effectiveness of clearance regularly inspect for up to six months or to the end of the growing season if sooner, and if necessary undertake further control measures. Inspect early in following growing season and take further action if necessary. if circumstances change and further control measures are required if it is likely to become a higher risk then we will monitor and take action more frequently. On point 2 in relation to Glyphosate, there are a number of studies on glyphosate offering a wide range of conclusions, many of them conflicting. In light of the variety of opinions on this product we follow regulators guidance and advice as do other Local Authorities. We use a glyphosate-based product called Roundup Pro Vantage, this product is licenced by the European Commission for use in public areas throughout Europe. This product has no residual effect, it works only on contact with a plant and unlike other widely available weed killers it stops working when dry. We will continue to review regulatory advice and guidance but given the present advice available, we believe that the approach we are taking to weed control is the right one at this time.’ It was agreed to place information about ragwort in the letter to residents and request their vigilance on this matter.						       Action: DO/Clerk
j. [bookmark: _Hlk20234433]Parish Webpage usage quarterly report 1st April – 30 June. In this period there were 44 users of which 41 were new. The portal was accessed 115 times. A note about the Parish webpage to be placed in the letter to residents.      Action: DO/Clerk
5. [bookmark: _Hlk8392693]Correspondence –The Correspondence List was previously circulated. It was noted that there was a vastly  increasing amount of on-line correspondence.
6. Planning – None  
7.  Finance
a. Receipts, payments and balances since last meeting were approved:

	Payments 
	Receipts

	
	
	
	
	21/05/2019
	Rothbury Parish Council
	JBC budget element
	247.00

	 
	
	
	
	03/06/2019
	HMRC
	PAYE Apr-June 2019
	64.60

	 
	
	
	
	03/06/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Clerk's salary /Exp
	274.10

	 
	
	
	
	26/06/2019
	Deborah Snaith
	Grasscutting
	87.50

	28/06/2019
	HMRC
	VAT Refund
	5.80
	26/06/2019
	Julie Ayre
	Grasscutting
	87.50

	
	
	
	
	29/07/2019
	Colliedog Computers
	Mailbox Annual Fee
	39.00

	
	
	
	
	01/09/2019
	BT Payphones
	Purchase of phone box
	1.00

	
	
	
	
	15/08/2019
	NCC
	Insurance 19-20
	168.36

	
	
	
	
	15/08/2019
	Deborah Snaith
	Grasscutting
	87.50

	
	
	
	
	15/08/2019
	Julie Ayre
	Grasscutting
	122.50

	
	
	
	
	01/09/2019
	HMRC
	PAYE Apr-June 2019
	64.80

	 
	 
	
	
	01/09/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	Clerk's salary /Exp
	274.96

	
	
	
	
	04/09/2019
	NCC
	Employers Liability Ins 
	9.52

	
	
	
	
	04/09/2019
	North/land Estates
	Annual rent playground
	50.00

	 Total Income 15th May-4th Sept.
	5.80
	 Total Expenditure from 15th May–4th Sept. 2019
	1578.34



	Income and Expenditure 2019 to 2020 up to and including 4th September 2019

	Opening Bank/Cash on Hand
	1803.57 
	
	

	Precept
	1986.50 
	
	

	Total Precepted Income
	
	3790.07 
	

	Other income
	
	
	

	Interest
	0.00 
	
	

	Donations etc.
	0.00 
	
	

	Empty
	0.00 
	
	

	Capital Receipts
	0.00 
	
	

	General
	0.00 
	
	

	VAT
	5.80 
	
	

	Total Other income
	
	5.80 
	

	Total All Income
	
	3795.87 
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	

	Admin Salary (NET)
	518.00 
	
	

	PAYE
	129.40 
	
	

	Admin expenses
	31.06 
	
	

	Admin General
	189.27 
	
	

	Total Administration Expenditure
	
	-867.73 
	

	Village Amenities Expenditure
	
	
	

	Insurance
	177.88 
	
	

	Maintenance 
	92.00 
	
	

	Playground
	435.00 
	
	

	JBC (Rothbury & Longframlington)
	485.00 
	
	

	Capital Spend
	0.00 
	
	

	Total Village Amenities Expenditure
	
	-1189.88 
	

	Total Grants Payable
	
	0.00 
	

	Total Other Expenditure
	
	-2057.61 
	

	Net Other Income less Expenditure
	
	
	1738.26 

	Total Council Income less Expenditure
	
	
	1738.26 

	Total Income
	 
	3795.87 
	 

	Total Expenditure
	
	-2057.61 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	1738.26 



b. Bank Reconciliation at 4th September 2019

	Balance per Bank Statement at 1st August 2019
	
	
	
	2555.90

	Unpresented cheques
	
	Chq No.
	
	

	29/07/2019
	Colliedog Computers
	522
	39.00
	

	01/09/2019
	BT Payphones
	523
	1.00
	

	15/08/2019
	NCC
	524
	168.36
	

	15/08/2019
	Deborah Snaith
	525
	87.50
	

	15/08/2019
	Julie Ayre
	526
	122.50
	

	01/09/2019
	HMRC
	527
	64.80
	

	01/09/2019
	Garth Rhodes
	528
	274.96
	

	04/09/2019
	NCC
	529
	9.52
	

	04/09/2019
	Northumberland Estates
	530
	50.00
	

	
	
	
	817.64
	-817.64

	Uncredited Deposits - 
	
	
	0.00

	Balance 
	
	
	1738.26

	Balance per cash book 31st March2018
	
	
	1738.26













It was also noted that the Parish Precept of £1986.50 had been received since the accounts for the period had been completed. DO informed members that the PC may need to have to make a modest contribution to the cost of the defibrillator as WWCF sometimes required applicants to make a contribution to projects they approve for funding.
c. Requests for Funding had been received from Northumberland Age Concern and North Northumberland Hospice Care. It was agreed to hold these requests in abeyance until the end of the financial year.			             Action: Clerk
d. Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2018/2019
· Notification of exemption status had been received and no further action was required. However, it was agreed to publish the AGAR/Annual Accounts on the Parish Webpage.
· JBC accounting for AGAR 2019-2020. In ‘Other Matters’ from the external audit of the Longframlington AGAR the auditor stated: ‘We note that the figures in Section 2 include 100% of the transactions and balances of the Parishes of Longframlington & Brinkburn Joint Burial Committee. In future years the two councils should follow the guidance in the Practitioners’ Guide (restating the prior year figures as appropriate) and show the appropriate shares of income, expenditure, assets and liabilities (including any year-end balances) within their own accounts.’  This will incur a significant additional administrative burden both to LPC and Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst PC (and will apply to all JBCs in the County). Clerk has written to Northumberland NALC to ask that they take up this matter on our behalf.  Stephen Rickitt has responded to say that he and David Francis have been in correspondence about this with the national NALC. He states that ‘Sadly it looks as if pragmatism has been defeated as I have just seen a copy of the JPAG draft minutes. These indicate a lengthy discussion but ultimately it seems to have come down on the side of making the sharing of income & expenditure mandatory. The reason is said to be a letter from MHCLG which I am trying to get hold of before preparing a note.’ 
e. Parish Council Insurance and employer’s liability. The insurance premium of £168.36, arranged by NCC with Zurich Insurance had been paid. However, on checking the documents, it was found that B&H did not have Employer’s Liability cover. This had now been rectified and a further £9.52 for this cover had been paid.
f. Change of Bank Account. After many years of having a bank account with TSB, they had now written to say that the account was originally set up as a personal account and needed to be changed (if we were to stay with them) to a business account, so that they can record all information required by banking regulations. The PC endorsed this change. The bank was to be asked if we could set up a sub-account for the JBC if this was deemed necessary.			                                Action: Clerk
8. Highways
a. Highways and Footpaths Report – JS and VM were to meet at the end of the week to discuss a course of action concerning the condition of local footpaths prior to a meeting with the NCC footpaths officer.			             Action:JS/VM
b. Report on issues raised with Highways Department:
· [bookmark: _Hlk28885177][bookmark: _GoBack]Road between Crook Crossing and Lee Ford. Clerk had reported this to Highways. Graham Bucknall had asked one of his team to check on the condition of the road. 
· The condition of the road from Lee Ford to Longhorsley. Members were concerned about the deteriorating condition of the road which had developed several deep potholes and needed resurfacing. These were particularly dangerous on several blind corners. This was a school bus route and members had concerns about the safety of the children, particularly as the bad weather was approaching. 								           Action: Clerk
9. Wingates Wind Farm Community Fund. MF reported that the fund was open for business. There was plenty of money and the committee were considering raising the limit of funding requests. The PC discussed again the possible purchase of the playground land, to be funded from a grant from the WWCF. JS agreed to draft a letter to the land agents to discuss possible purchase       												       Action: JS/Clerk Also to consider WWCF funding to upgrade the piece of land at the south west corner of the crossroads to create a recreational area with a small pond,  which would require fencing along the roadside for safety reasons. An approach to the Planning Department to investigate how to gain approval would be required as this was NCC land.		              Action: Clerk

10. Coquetdale Cluster Meeting 
a. Report from last meeting. In addition to the issue of dog poo bags, lots of discussion with respect to the condition and safety of the roads. Councils were asked to ensure they submitted their Local Transport Plan Priorities by 4th October.
b. Items for next Cluster Meeting Agenda. This item was deferred until the next meeting.
11. Joint Burial Committee Reports 
a. Longframlington. Laying of drainage and new path to the cemetery extension had been delayed due to other work and bad weather. The work was now underway. Once this work was finished, arrangements for the consecration of the ground would take place. The installation of the rings for displaying flowers in the memorial wall was now complete. 
b. Rothbury. Quotations had been received for the work to the cemetery extension and a meeting was to take place regarding this in the following week. The erection of a memorial wall for cremated remains had been approved. The committee were considering the lease of equipment in preference to purchase.
Main Issues
12. Defibrillator at Embleton Terrace. Progress continues with this matter. Power has been restored to the phone box. The PC has now signed the contract with BT and the purchase of the phone box has gone through. Now waiting for BT to remove their equipment. There were no objections to the consultation and only comments from the PC. This process is now complete. We have received a revised quotation from the Community Heartbeat Trust. The next stage is to make an application to WWFCF for funding. For these two written quotes were needed. We have again approached the Stephen Carey Fund on a further two occasions but have received no response. The North East Ambulance Service (NEAS) offer free advice on installation of defibs. and have negotiated prices on three types of equipment which appear to be very competitive. The Clerk is attempting to obtain more information from NEAS. It was agreed that once this information was obtained SB & DO will discuss this matter and DO will take chairs action on which companies and models which he will include in the proposal to WWFCF.	Action: DO/SB/Clerk
13. Proposal to remove phone box 01665570234, Pauperhaugh. NCC Planning Department, on behalf of Ofcom, are carrying out a consultation on the proposed removal by BT of this phone box. The consultation closed on 17th September, but Clerk has negotiated an extension for the PC to make comment. The PC agreed to object to this proposal on the grounds that the phone box is situated on a busy road in a remote rural area and provides a necessary service in times of emergency. Whilst it is acknowledged that most people now carry mobile phones this is not always the case. The telephone at Pauperhaugh could be the vital link in a crisis. Also, that if the decision was made to remove the landline at this point, that this be replaced with an emergency mobile telephone.								              Action: Clerk
14. [bookmark: _Hlk28884186]Local Transport Plan Priorities. We have received feedback on our three priorities for 2019/20. Only one, a priority give way sign at Black Burn Bridge was included for ‘an initial feasibility study with a view to implementation the following year if improvements are appropriate.’ Clerk to ask NCC as to what the status was of the Black Burn Bridge priority and whether if it was not to be implemented in the current plan, we needed to submit a further request for 2020/21. The PC wanted to proceed with the installation of interactive speed signs at both ends of Embleton Terrace, although this would not be funded by NCC. This could however be the basis of a further application to the WWFCF. Clerk to contact NCC for further guidance on interactive speed signs. It was agreed once this information was received, DO would take Chair’s action to produce the 2020/21 priorities for B&H.     											       Action: DO/Clerk
15. Northumberland Local Plan Examination. Notification of the Examination process and events had been received.
16. Changes to Environment Agency Water Resource Licensing. The EA have provided information regarding changes to Environment Agency Water Resource Licensing, which may affect people in the parish. Nationally a great deal of work has been undertaken to provide information about the changes to the law, however locally it has been a challenge to identify and ensure the individuals whose home or business may now require a licence are aware. They wanted to gain PC support in disseminating the message about the changes to the law to anyone using a non-mains supply of water who may now require a licence. There is a letter, poster, an article and several leaflets. They also asked if we were aware of any areas within our community which we feel may be affected and would benefit from a letter drop from the EA. It was agreed to place information on this issue on the Parish website directing interested parties to further information.					            Action: Clerk
17. 6th Annual Town and Parish Council Conference, Thursday 3rd October. The information and booking form had previously been circulated to members. DO would attempt to attend.						                 Action: DO
18. The future of Rothbury Community Hospital. The recent Stakeholder Update stated that the NHS Northumberland Clinical Commissioning Group were proactively looking to:
- Increase outpatient clinics, from falls clinics through to orthopaedics and others, some of which will use new technological links that enable virtual consultations.
- Provide additional clinical and day care services utilising the hospital site as a hub for health and care delivery. Services include:
• Dementia care
• Learning disability forums
• Health and well-being clinics
• Chemotherapy care
• Enhanced emergency healthcare planning
• Mental Health and IAPT services
• Physiotherapy
• Dentistry
- Introduce a new metric to measure the number of miles travelled for services and, where possible, the NHS will look to reduce this.
- Introduce a flexible bed model, with inpatient beds available within the hospital for short-term rehab and end of life care. The number of beds will be dependent on clinical need.
A meeting for parish councils to receive information regarding the proposals for Rothbury Community Hospital recently presented at the Governing Body and agreed by the Northumberland County Council Health and Wellbeing Overview and Scrutiny Committee earlier this month was to take place on 26 September at 9.30 – 10.30 in Rothbury, venue to be arranged. DO agreed to attend.											Action: DO
19. Age UK Northumberland Volunteering Opportunities. Age UK’s request to display a poster was agreed.	              Action: Clerk
20. ‘Do Not Knock’ Door stickers. Able Community Care had printed a door sticker which they were offering free to individuals or older people’s groups. Statistics show that older people are being continually tricked by fraudulent tradesmen turning up on their doorstep. It was agreed to request enough stickers to place in the letter to residents.
21. Any Other Business
a. Tribute to the Fallen. Reference book: 1914-1920’.  October sees the culmination of the Northumberland Branch of the Western Front Association’s ambitious six-year project to deliver an accessible research resource relating to First World War fatalities amongst men from the area: ‘Tribute to the Fallen, 1914-1920: Men of Alnwick, Amble, Rothbury & Wooler districts. The Parish Council had been given a complimentary copy of the book. It was agreed that the book be held by members in turn and that information about the book be included on the parish website and letter to residents.	              Action: Clerk 
22. Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday 14th January at 7.00 p.m. in the Longframlington Memorial Hall

The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.

Garth Rhodes
Clerk
5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB 
Tel: 01665 570347	 Email: Clerk@Brinkburn.net 

3
B&H_Minutes_20190917                                                  Signed _____________________________          Date _____________________
