LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		8th January 2020
	Meeting at:		Longframlington Memorial Hall
	Meeting time:		7:00 pm
	Present: 			Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), John Munro (JM), Gillian 				Nelless (GN) Dave Weldon (DW).
	In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), Clerk
	
	The meeting opened at 7:02 p.m.

1) Apologies for Absence – Allison Davis (AD) – unwell.
2) The following Urgent Business was agreed to be discussed in 18 below 
a) Agree to Clerk’s appointment to Whitton & Tosson PC
b) British Gas Contract renewal
c) Web Usage Analysis
3) Declaration of Interests – None
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None
5) Community Police Report- There was no Police presence at the meeting. PC Sykes had reported that there was nothing to add to the report he sent following the last meeting (previously circulated to members). Clerk had replied:
‘Thanks for your email providing an update on reported crimes in the area and that there will be no police attendance at our meeting on Wednesday. There seems to have been a spate of anti-social behaviour and vandalism over the Christmas period which we need to bring to your attention.
• On 29th December a resident to the village had the front of his property vandalised by four boys. This was reported on the Village Facebook page and states that this was reported to the police. However this is not mentioned in your report.
• Someone has been exercising their dog in the North End Cemetery causing damage to the turf on a number of recent burials. This has caused a lot of distress to relatives. Whilst pets are allowed to visit deceased under supervision, dogs are not generally allowed to run free in our cemeteries.
• One of the heavy gates to the sports court was lifted off its hinges last week and left dangerously propped against the fence. 
• A sign that was recently put in the dog walking field to advise people not to let their dogs jump over the wall onto the Rothbury Road, has been repeatedly torn out of the ground and now disappeared altogether.
• A ‘No Dogs on Playing Field’ sign adjacent the sports court has been snapped off at the base.
We would welcome an increased police presence around the village to help deter such anti-social behaviour.’

6) County Councillors Report. TT said that the police had attended the last NCC area committee and said that there was to be a greater police presence in local communities. He said that this was important and would enable people to share local knowledge with the police. The first meeting of the year of the County Council had been held on 7th January. Some important issues had been decided:
a) The new build of Hexham School at £38m had been unanimously approved. There had been strong representation from environmental protesters.
b) A new medium-secure unit at Northgate Hospital had been approved.
DW arrived at 7.15 p.m.
c) New cinema and cultural complex at Ashington had been approved
d) Climate Change Action Plan had been approved which proposed: increased tree planting; more electric car charging points and improved public transport including the new railway line from Morpeth – Ashington – Blyth – Newcastle; improved broadband services for those remote areas which still did not have broadband.
 	GA asked TT if he could have some influence on ensuring more school places at KEVI for new families to the village.
	TT agreed to stay for the discussion on the traffic calming measures in the village
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 4th December 2019 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record & signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Traffic calming measures. GF reported that he had received proposals for the traffic calming measures in the village form NCC.  The designers had made a number of optional proposals for Rothbury Road and the A697 through the village which were discussed at length. However this did not include a Pedestrian Light Controlled Crossing on the A697 as the most recent survey indicated that the numbers of pedestrians crossing the road (0.002% against vehicle usage) was significantly lower than the 2% usage which determined whether such a crossing could be installed. The following proposals were agreed by the members for GF to take back to further negotiate with NCC.
i) [bookmark: _GoBack]One chicane on the Rothbury Road at the west entrance to the village near Healeycote View, Three Build outs giving priority to one lane as per plan. The further build out opposite playing field was felt unnecessary.
ii) Informal pedestrian crossing point west of the bus stops at St Mary’s Church with tactile paving and bollards and road markings
iii) Four informal pedestrian crossing points on the A697 (as previously discussed) with tactile paving and bollards and road markings
Members were not in favour of yellow lines or informal pedestrian crossing at the junction of the Rothbury Road and A697 as it was felt this would increase traffic congestion and reduce car parking places. TT said he was keen to support the Rothbury Road and A697 improvements and agreed to contribute £15k from the County Councillors small budget scheme towards this. He was very keen that a proper crossing with Pedestrian Light Controlled Crossing be installed on the A697 in due course. All members were also keen to pursue this option in the future.									        Action: GF
TT left the meeting.
b) Condition of grit bins. The need for topping-up had been reported to NCC. Graham Bucknall (GB) apologised for oversight and said he would arrange for this to be done as quickly as possible. Cllrs asked to check that the bins in their areas had been topped up and if not to inform the Clerk.										        Action: All
c) VAS sign North End of Village. Whilst the sign was fully operational GF had problems when trying again to down load data. It appeared that it was necessary to have a Bluetooth link. GF to attempt to link using Bluetooth adapter. If this does not work it will be necessary to call out the engineer to sort out the issue.						             Action: GF/Clerk
d) Memorial Hall car park surface. JM.
e) Potholes on the Rothbury Road. Clerk contacted NCC regarding the condition of the Rothbury Road and C106 east of Harrogate Lane. GB was to arrange for a hotbox to come to the village to effect emergency repairs to make safe. Both Rothbury Road and the C106 are under consideration for LTP schemes next financial year.
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended – GF agreed to attend the forthcoming NCC area committee if any of the key village planning applications were to be considered. There was to be a presentation by Rob Murfin Head of Planning Thursday 9th January 2020at 6:30pm in the Village Hall at Felton. There was some uncertainty as to whether this was to go ahead as the original invitation to parish councils had gone astray. Clerk to inform members if the meeting was to be cancelled.						                     Action: Clerk
10) Finance
a) Receipts in the month were reported.

	05/12/2019
	Barclays Business A/C
	Ac No. 30586455 Interest
	3.04

	23/12/2019
	Tim Marrison 
	Allotment & Water fees 17b
	19.01

	23/12/2019
	Ian Scott
	Allotment fee 5a
	20.00

	18/12/2019
	D & M Proctor
	Allotment & Water fees 17a
	19.01

	20/12/2019
	AJ Christie
	Allotment & Water fees 10b
	38.02

	28/12/2019
	D Burleigh
	Allotment & Water fees 12
	38.02

	
	
	Total
	137.10



b) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments were approved:

	04/12/2019
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting & Maintenance
	120.00

	04/12/2019
	Gavin Christie 
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery)
	-90.00

	16/12/2019
	Anglian Water Business
	Water bill Allotments
	148.26

	18/12/2019
	British Gas
	Electricity Sportscourt
	11.49

	06/01/2020
	Ian Scott
	Reimbursement overpayment
	10.00

	06/01/2020
	Garth Rhodes
	Reimburse Postage 24x1st, 24x2nd
	31.44

	06/01/2020
	Garth Rhodes
	Reimburse - Printer drum kit
	63.50

	06/01/2020
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses
	356.56

	06/01/2020
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cemetery (Dec)
	-8.47

	06/01/2020
	HMRC
	PAYE
	88.40

	
	
	Total
	731.18



c) Requests for donations. Request from Northumberland Theatre Company. It was agreed that the PC would not make a donation at this time.												   Action: Clerk
d) Bank Reconciliation to 6th January 2020

	Balance per bank statements:
	£

	Community account
	65469.64

	Business Saver 
	6099.40

	
	71569.04

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	16/12/2019
	Anglian Water
	26.22
	

	Parish Council
	04/12/2019
	Gavin Christie
	120.00
	

	
	16/12/2019
	Anglian Water Business
	148.26
	

	
	06/01/2020
	Ian Scott
	10.00
	

	
	06/01/2020
	Garth Rhodes
	31.44
	

	
	06/01/2020
	Garth Rhodes
	63.50
	

	
	06/01/2020
	Garth Rhodes
	356.56
	

	
	06/01/2020
	HMRC
	88.40
	844.38

	Uncredited Deposits
	 
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	

	Parish Council
	18/12/2019
	D & M Proctor
	19.01
	

	
	20/12/2019
	AJ Christie
	38.02
	

	
	28/12/2019
	D Burleigh
	38.02
	95.05

	
	
	
	
	70819.71

	Balance per cash book
	PC
	
	
	62011.56

	
	Cemetery
	
	
	8808.15

	
	
	
	
	70819.71



e) Interest rate change on savings account. Members were asked again to consider alternative options to present savings account and bring their suggestions to the meeting.									        Action: All
f) To confirm the JBC budget and agree the Longframlington PC proportion to be incorporated into the Parish Precept. A budget of £3000 for 2020/21 was agreed by the JBC at its last meeting of 4th November, for approval by both parish councils. As no further guidance on proportionality had been received at the time, GF as Chair of Longframlington Parish Council and David Owen, Chair for Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst PC both indicated that the proportional split for the budget for the two parish councils for 2020/21 should remain as: Brinkburn: 15.87% - £476; Longframlington: 84.13% - £2524. David Francis had confirmed that the method by which apportionment is agreed was the responsibility of the member PCs of a Joint Committee. The PC agree the JBC budget for 2020/21 and that the Longframlington proportion of £2524 to be included in the LPC Precept request for 2020/21. 
g) The precept for 2020/21 of £24,000.00 (including LPC JBC proportion of £2524) was agreed. Clerk to sign and submit the Precept Requirement form to NCC on behalf of the Parish Council. 							   Action: Clerk
h) Income & Expenditure recording for Joint Burial Committee. It was reported that we had been advised by David Francis that he and Stephen Ricketts (NALC) were actively pursuing this matter. It was agreed that no further action be taken at this time.
11) Village Activities –  
a) David Carr’s Retirement Race Night - Saturday 11th January 2020
b) 10th Anniversary Event of the Longframlington History Society - Wednesday 15th January 2020
c) Burns Night celebration evening - Friday 24th January 2020
12) Allotments
a) Allotment inspection report. JM submitted a verbal report. A written report will be submitted in due course. Most plots were in satisfactory order. A small number of plots needed tidying up.						       Action: JM
b) Management.  Allotment fee invoice letters had been sent out and payments were beginning to arrive. As yet no requests for an allotment holders meeting had been received. Peter Jeffrey (Plot 5b) had relinquished his plot as he had moved away from the village. He had requested a few weeks to remove some plants and personal items. Also, Brian Conway had given up his plot (11a) due to ill-health.
c) Maintenance. The hire of a machine to remove the build-up of collective rubbish in plot 7b was needed. JM agreed to obtain a quote. The inner side of the hedge on the Rothbury Rd side needed cutting back. It was agreed that Plot 11a would be used to collect and burn the cuttings prior to it be let. JM also agreed to cut the footpaths within the allotment area.			       Action: JM
13) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Sports Court & Playground inspection report. GA/DW had not yet been able to do this. It was important for legal and health and safety reasons that this be completed by the next meeting.						                Action: GA/DW
b) Erosion on the mound & exposed concrete around main slide. This does not appear to have been completed.                        Action: JM
c) Perimeter boards to mini-slide. This does not appear to have been completed.                        			       Action: JM
d) Painting of main gate. JM has visited the blacksmith to obtain the details but he had not been available.		       Action: JM
e) Repairs to the Tank Turn. JM had met with the proprietor of LC Screeding who had verbally agreed to the conditions laid down by the PC for carrying out this work. Item to be taken off the agenda until March 2020.
f) It appears that the sports court gate had not been locked in the evenings for some time. It was agreed to check with the current key holder why this was the case and to ask him if he was willing to continue.					        Action: GF
14) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.

	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position 

	19/02085/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm. Outline Application 40 Dwellings - As Amended 23/07/18
	Resubmission
Refused
Under Appeal
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses  


	19/04000/FUL
	High Weldon. Extension to Farm Buildings
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses  


	19/04340/VARYCO
	Land South Of Ashlea. Alteration to proposed access
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses  


	19/04531/FUL
	Land North Of Fairfields - 47 residential dwellings
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses  


	19/04560/FUL
	Westroad Garage Rothbury Road.  4  residential units
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses  


	Key : Items in grey new or changed since last meeting



	GF reported that:
· Appeal event date Land South of Lightpipe Farm had been agreed so decision should be imminent.
· Land North of Fairfields may come up at the next Area Planning meeting but was unlikely. The original application for 58 houses had been validated for Appeal but the appeal itself had not yet started
· West Road Garage. Highways were insisting that a public footpath through the development be included.
15) Action Plan – January 2020
a) Allotment Invoices - Collect allotment receipts and water receipts are in hand
b) Front Street Planter tubs –JM to check if current local resident is willing to continue to maintain the tubs.		       Action: JM
c) FramNews – It was agreed to include Survey questions in the next report. DL agreed to do this.			        Action: DL

Main Issues 
16) Neighbourhood Plan. GF reported that the main expenditure for the forthcoming year for the NP would be done by grant. However this had not as yet been applied for. It would appear that much of the work is being left to AD. Agreed to ask her at the next meeting whether she is getting sufficient support.
17) Briefing on Library Consultation.  NCC were to embark on a public and on-line consultation (www.survetmonkey.co.uk/NCCLibraryConsultation) on the future of the library service (inc. mobile library) in Northumberland. A series of drop in information sessions at libraries were scheduled including:
i) Morpeth: 10th Jan 9-1 & 20th Jan 2-6
ii) Alnwick: 14th Jan 9-12
iii) Rothbury 30th Jan 2-5

18) Any Urgent Business
a) Clerk’s appointment to Whitton & Tosson PC. The clerk had been asked to take on the position as Clerk at Whitton & Tosson PC. He had agreed to this on a 6 month trial basis to ensure that the additional work did not impact too greatly on his current work and personal life. The PC agreed to support his appointment.
b) British Gas Contract renewal. Current contract would expire on 21st Feb.  We had been offered three fixed price energy plans:
i) 1 yr. at £111.60 est. (inc. £11.04 discount for DD and on-line renewal)
ii) 2yr at £113.90 p.a. est. (inc. £22.44 discount for DD and on-line renewal)
iii) 3yr at £115.20 p.a. est. (inc. £34.417 discount for DD and on-line renewal)
The Variable Price Plan £197.80 est. this year. It was agreed to take the 2 year fixed price plan			   Action: Clerk
c) Web Usage Analysis. 01/10/2019 -31/12/2019 was tabled. There had been 194 sessions with 102 users of which 88 were new.
19) Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 5th February at 7.00 p.m. 


Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com 
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