
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Tuesday 12th November 2019 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs Pescod, Gilfillan, Smith, Pigg and Marshall, 12 residents (in part) and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
Residents were invited to raise any issues. Following the meeting in September, one resident advised some contacts had been made with regards new play equipment and she had received confirmation from County Cllr Quinn that it may be possible such an initiative would qualify for funding from her small communities’ scheme. 

The discussion then continued with request for new play equipment. Currently, there was no proposal to the Parish Council so the Cllrs were reluctant to approve something which was not specified. Cllr Gilfillan explained the Community Group committee had not been formalised and any play equipment project was a big undertaking and would need someone to drive it as a significant amount could be involved. He reminded the meeting that the current equipment was an asset financially, and that had to be taken into account too.  

A long discussion then followed regarding the banning of dogs on the village green with most residents’ present putting their views forward. A newsletter had been distributed after the meeting in September with a suggestion that dogs could be banned from the green. However, this had received many responses both for and against including a well-supported petition against banning of dogs. A further resident explained that County Council could take measures to declare a Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) but when these are proposed for common grounds, like the park, there are many obstacles to overcome and had to satisfy the legal side. Cllr Pescod acknowledged that the suggestion to ban dogs had invoked strong views and the Parish Council would try to accommodate both sides. A blanket ban would need a PSPO and Cllr Pescod was not convinced this would be granted. The Parish Council could consider fencing off an area by the play equipment, together with land to the south which potentially would also allow an area for new play equipment in the future. The Cllrs also had to take into account the park was used by other residents for activities including football and the annual fete. The Cllrs accepted residents concerns and will discuss the next steps later in the meeting.
For the benefit of a further resident, Cllr Pescod briefly summarised the outcome of a recent site meeting held with an officer from Highways, NCC. A number of issues had been discussed including marked parking bays on the south side, the blind bend on the road to Ovingham, rumble strips and parking by the bus stop and state of the footpaths by Greenrising.
The view of NCC was that marked bays on the south side (opposite Springfield Close) would not prove beneficial as in all likelihood, less cars would park there than at present. It was suggested that the bus stop sign, which was currently quite a distance from the bus shelter, be moved to the shelter and as the buses always stopped by the shelter, a marked bay (bus stop) be implemented. This would also improve visibility when exiting Springfield Close. At the time of the meeting, a vehicle was actually parked on the pavement beyond the bus shelter area but was not causing an obstruction. As the Cllrs had received objections to their proposal to place planters on the pavement, the Cllrs felt the marking of a bus bay was a better option.
The Cllrs also felt that parking at the entrance to Springfield Close was not a regular occurrence but something they would continue to monitor.

This decision was queried by a resident but the Cllrs felt for the time being, it was the best way forward and if it didn’t improve the situation, the Cllrs will review. The resident also asked about the blind bend which Cllr Pescod confirmed had been discussed with NCC and the issues including speeding, more traffic etc. had been taken on board. The Parish Council will continue to raise this each year with Highways. 
10 residents left the meeting at 8.05pm
1901:  To co-opt Elizabeth Marshall to Council: This was agreed.

1902:  Apologies for Absence: County Cllr Quinn had forwarded her apologies.
1903: To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting held on 9th September 2019: Having previously been circulated, the minutes were approved and signed.

1904: County Councillors report: Unfortunately, County Cllr Quinn had not submitted a report.
1905: Matters Arising.  
i) Granite Setts: They will be placed near the existing 30mph sign.
ii) Traffic issues: see above.
iii) Tree survey: Cllr Smith gave a brief summary of the survey undertaken by A Rigg Surveys Ltd. It was a very substantial report encompassing a large area of Ovington. Many trees were ash and unfortunately these were likely to be killed by ash dieback within the next 30 years. The Cllrs agreed that the surveyor be invited to give a presentation to the community as a whole and to which the schools would also be invited. Cllr Pigg confirmed landowners he had spoken to were keen to be involved. Cllr Gilfillan suggested a date after the Community Group held their AGM, to give them time to settle into their new roles. A date of 25th February was proposed which Cllr Smith will confirm with A Rigg and the Clerk with the schools.
iv) To elect second Councillor to Ovingham Joint Burial Committee: Cllr Pescod proposed Cllr Marshall be nominated as the second representative for Ovington Parish Council to Ovingham Joint Burial Board Committee. He explained there were usually only 4 meetings a year but in order to be quorate, a representative from each council (out of 4 councils) had to be present. It was agreed that Cllr Marshall be the second representative. 
1906: Planning Applications: 17/04476/OUT – Land east of Overdene – reserved matters application for access/appearance/layout etc.  – No Objections
1907: Expenditure authorisation:            

          Ovington Social Club – room hire 12 November


£12.00
          M Davenport (Sal & exp July – Sept)



£288.16

          A Rodham (repairs to climbing tower)



£506.47

          Ovingham Joint Burial Committee (annual precept)

£1215.00

          Royal British Legion (poppy wreath)



£90.00

          A Rodham (repairs to gatepost Joiners Bank)


£33.81

          A Rigg (tree survey)





£986.27

          P Pescod (photocopying newsletter)



£21.00

          H Gilfillan (signs for playing field)



£17.99
Unfortunately, as the order for Lamp Post Poppies from Royal British Legion had not been processed, it was agreed to give a donation of £90 in respect of the wreath as opposed to suggested minimum donation of £17.00.
1908:  To consider precept/budget for 2020-2021: The Clerk had circulated details of expenditure/income to date (including the above) together with estimated figures for the end of the financial year. She advised that a decision had to be made by the end of January and it was therefore agreed to defer this until the next meeting of the Parish Council.

1909:  To consider cemetery charges: Cllr Pescod had circulated details of existing charges imposed by the Joint Burial Committee which included comparisons with other cemetery’s in the area such as Prudhoe, Hexham and Corbridge. The current charges had not been increased since about 2012 and were considerably less than those mentioned. There was also no difference between charges for residents and non-residents. Regular costs for the cemetery including maintenance and salaries, were usually covered by the precept received from the 4 member councils and income received from burials etc. The Cllrs were unanimous in agreeing that higher charges should be introduced for non-residents and also to increase the current charges for residents, in line with inflation and to be reviewed annually. Cllr Gilfillan felt that the ultimate decision however, must be made by those members of the Burial Board Committee.
1910: To consider introducing a dog ban on the playing field: Following representations made by residents at the start of the meeting, the Cllrs felt that there was no easy solution. Cllr Smith was reluctant to ban dogs but accepted some children using the play equipment might feel intimidated and also there was health and safety issues to consider. Cllr Marshall said any ban would restrict what could be done on the green. Cllr Gilfillan was against a ban as it would only move the problem elsewhere and it was likely applying for a PSPO would be difficult. Cllr Pigg recognised many dog owners used the park to train their dogs as it was an enclosed area. Cllr Pescod confirmed he had raised the possibility of a fence with the landowners who gave their initial approval. However, the Cllrs felt this would result in a significant area being fenced off and would impact on village events. Cllr Pescod felt it was important to recognise that those views expressed at the meeting tonight were not everyone’s. The Parish Council must try to seek a resolution which will satisfy most. It was agreed quotes for fencing will be obtained and a further newsletter will be distributed asking for comments.
Cllr Marshall left the meeting at 9.10pm

1911: Village Environment: Most issues had been covered above.
1912: Committee Reports: Nothing further to report.
1913: Correspondence: 
a) NCC – Local Plan consultation on Scoping documents for Affordable housing and planning obligations. The Cllrs felt there was no need for comment at this stage.

1914: Distribution: This was still in circulation.
1915: Next Meeting:  The date of next the meeting was confirmed as Monday, 13th January 2020.
1916: Any other business: Cllr Pescod had circulated some brief notes from a resident regarding setting up a Climate Action Group in Ovington. It was agreed that this be mentioned in a further newsletter and could be included in the proposed meeting, in February, when it is hoped a presentation will be given to residents with regards the tree survey which had recently been undertaken.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20pm
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