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Etal Onion Club Show
20th  September 2020

While the exact position regarding lockdown, social distancing and shielding during this
COVID-19 pandemic is currently impossible to predict we are hopeful that we will be able to
go ahead with some limited form of show.

Membership fees not yet paid due to the current lockdown will be accepted at any time up to
the show and in the event that we are unable to safely hold the show any membership fees
already paid for 2020 will be carried forward to 2021.

So for now keep growing those onions!

Any queries please contact
the Chairman Alan Renton or Secretary Susan Pearce
alan.renton28@gmail.com  07771 872368
susanp974@gmail.com  01890 820615

DAVID LOCKIE.
With the passing of David Lockie, our community has lost a true friend and
most valuable member. His contribution to our village and civic way of life

has been second to none and an inspiration to us all.
In addition to his many other roles, he was for some time Chairman of the
Friends of the FOURUM when he guided us through some of our biggest
changes in his sure and gentle style. He regularly contributed content and

always made himself available for consultation. He even stood in and
produced an edition when no one else was available.

Thank you David.

TillVAS
Due to the COVID-19 lockdown all TillVAS events scheduled for June
and July have been postponed. We hope that they can be rescheduled
later, provided that whatever social distancing rules may then be in force
so permit. Members can keep in touch through our newsletter, Facebook
and Twitter or visit our website.

June 2020
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HospiceCare wants to reassure you that our specialist  care and support continues to
be delivered as normal across North Northumberland during the Coronavirus, 365 days a year, day or
night, planned or in a crisis situation. HospiceCare supports adults living in North Northumberland who
have a life-limiting condition such as Cancer, Heart Failure, Lung Disease, Motor Neurone Disease,
Parkinson’s and Advanced  Dementia. We are also able to offer support to their families and carers.

Our also continues but via the telephone rather than face-to-face. For the
present time our drop-in services at Alnwick and Berwick have been suspended. Our existing referral
process and criteria remain unchanged for the present time, so please contact us via telephone if you
wish to self-refer into either our Hospice at Home or Family Support services. You can also ask your
Healthcare professional to refer on your behalf.   Please don’t hesitate to telephone our nursing team
directly on T. 01665  606515 or T. 01289  309997 or email:  nursingteam@hospicecare-nn.org.uk

HospiceCare Palliative Care Team

However, the next few months are going to be a financially challenging time for HospiceCare  having
either postponed or cancelled our fundraising events  as  well as closed our shops, we are now losing
income of around £50,000 every month. So as well as looking a new and innovative ways of
generating funds we have set up a Coronavirus Appeal to help make up that shortfall because It’s  crucial
that we can go on supporting people to be at home at the end of their life, rather than in a  hospital
setting.  If you are able to make a donation, however large or small,  every penny will make  a BIG
difference by  sending  a cheque to HospiceCare, Greenfield House, Unit 3, Willowburn  Avenue,
Alnwick, NE66 2DG. You can also email: Rebecca on: rtaylor@hospicecarenn.org.uk if you would prefer
to make a bank transfer. You are also able to donate online by visiting our Virgin Money Giving page:
htps://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-
web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.acton?campaignId=11806&charityId=1016416

Full details on Hospice Care’s nursing services can be found on:
www.hospicecare-nn.org.uk

htps://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity- web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.acton?campaignId=11806&charityId=1016416
htps://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity- web/charity/displayCharityCampaignPage.acton?campaignId=11806&charityId=1016416
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The FOURUM   Crossword
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Online Black Bull pub quiz
Join the monthly online pub quiz

To replace his “furloughed” monthly pub quiz at The Black Bull in Etal, Eric Musgrave
will be hosting an online quiz on the first Monday of each month, starting on 1st June.
All are welcome to take part. The quiz will start at 7.30 p.m. and finish around 9 p.m.

Eric will be using the popular Zoom online platform, which is free to use. If you want to
take part, email eric@ericmusgrave.co.uk by 3 p.m. on the relevant Monday and he

will email you the log-in details for that evening’s quiz.

The quiz will be shorter than the eight rounds of the regular pub quiz, but Jonny from
Cheviot Brewery and The Black Bull will be offering a small liquid prize for the

winning team.
If you have any questions, please email Eric or call him on 07702 628848.

PS Eric’s winning appearances on Who Wants To Be A Millionaire is to be repeated on
ITV on the evening of 2nd and 9th June.

One hundred years ago…..
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A message to our regular advertisers during the virus emergency.

While we May not BE able to print the 400 + paper copies of the FOURUM,
we will  put out the e-mail version to our current 200 + mailing list

starting with the May edition.

These will carry your adverts as normal, but these will be free as we
will not be incurring printing costs. Please send updates as required.

The dates given for your next advert payments will be re-arranged once
the emergency is over.

John Pentland. Hon treasurer, the FOURUM.

The RED LION,
MILFIELD.

Take out meals are available.

To view the menu and price list and   to see
how to order, go to,

www.voiceofthenorth.net/red-lion-takeaway-menu/

Opening times are currently Mon - Sat 5pm - 8pm Sun 11.30am - 4pm, but they will likely change as
the lock down rules are adjusted, please to refer to our website https://www.theblackbulletal.co.uk/

www.voiceofthenorth.net/red-lion-takeaway-menu/
https://www.theblackbulletal.co.uk/
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Phone: 01289 309191 or
07990545967

Local & reliable service.

Home and Garden Handyman.
Grass cutting, Garden Tidying

Fencing, Hedge cutting.
Shed and Greenhouse erecting.

Small home repairs and
improvements.

Painting and Decorating.

Ed Redfearn.

SHOP  LOCAL

Geoff & Carol
FISH & CHIPS

The van visits on Tuesdays.

Please note times are approximate.
Milfield  (Village and then
Threefords) 4.30   to  5.40
Etal   (Black Bull ) 5.50   to  6.10
Ford  (Village) 6.15   to  6.30

 Geoff Allan Catering,
28 South Road, Wooler.  NE71 6SN.
 Carol 07786954664/01668 282262

and Geoff 07876506837,
geoffallancatering@tiscali.co.uk

Your very
Good Friend …

A milkman is now making door
to door deliveries of fresh milk
in the local villages including

Branxton, Ford, Etal and
Crookham on Mondays and

Thursdays before 6 am.

Based in Coldstream, he can do
returnable 1 pint glass bottles as
well as plastic 1/2ltr, 1ltr, 2ltr,

and 3ltr.

All enquiries to Daren Bruce on
01890 882950.

Due to the continuing situation regarding the corona
virus, please check  with local businesses for the latest
situation regarding their opening arrangements.

Letham Hill Sawmill
01890 820 304

Monday to Thursday 8.30 –
4.00pm Friday 8.30 - 3.00pm

FOR SALE
SOFTWOOD FIREWOOD

£40 per crate
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THE FOOT HEALTH CLINIC
T R E A T M E N T  F O R  H E A L T H Y  F E E T  A N D  N A I L S

Fungal & Thickened Nails Treated -  Diabetic foot care –  Corns – Cracked Heels -  Verucca – Athlete’s
Foot – Hard skin removal

Ingrown Toenails – Nail Trimming - Medical Pedicures – Nail Correction and Reconstruction
Specialising in medical cosmetic treatments – a safer alternative in footcare and ideal for those with health

issues
Registered member of the Chiropody, Podiatry and FHP Association

“At home” appointments also available for less mobile patients.
23 Castlegate, Berwick-upon-Tweed, TD15 1LF *  www.thefoothealthclinic.org  *  e-mail:

michelle@thefoothealthclinic.org  * Tel:  01289 382718  *   Mob:  07950309382

OLD INK CARTRIDGES
and now also

TONER CARTRIDGES
The FOURUM can make money by

recycling your old inks.
Please leave them with Etal or Ford
shop or in Crookham Village Hall

All funds raised go towards the cost of
printing The FOURUM.
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Border Villager Taxi
We will take you to the Doctors, Shopping, Airports, Train Stations or

Nights out.
We can cater for up to 8 passengers with ample space for luggage.

Call Scott on
01668 482 888 – 07765 791 348

Email, scott@bordervillagertaxi.co.uk
Web, www.bordervillagertaxi.co.uk

PROPERTIES TO RENT

A selection of 2, 3 and 4 bedroom
properties are available

to rent from the
Ford and Etal Estate,

including the newly refurbished New
Cottages in Ford village

For property details:
www.ford-and-etal.co.uk/the-

estate/property-for-rent
Or enquire now on 01890 820224 or

office@ford-and-etal.co.uk

www.bordervillagertaxi.co.uk
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Crookham COVID-19 Action Team
Here to help

Call us 07826 907074
Are you concerned about COVID-19 and how it may
affect your life in the weeks ahead? Crookham Village
Hall’s COVID-19 Action Team has been set up to
support older and more vulnerable residents through
the epidemic.
We’ll also try to support NHS staff, carers, other
emergency service workers and anyone who is in self-
isolation.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP.

We’ll find volunteers who can run errands to the
shop or chemist to top up essential supplies or pick
up a prescription.

Even if you just need someone to talk to, please get
in touch. Here are examples of the help we can offer:

●Collect grocery orders

●Collect and deliver prescriptions

●Phone or video call if you are lonely, concerned or
just want to chat

●Collect and post parcels and letters

Over the last few weeks we
have noticed that not all dog
owners/walkers have picked up after
their dogs. Dog poo has been seen in
the middle of well-used footpaths and
on areas of cut grass around the estate.
This is unpleasant for everyone who
accesses our footpaths and bridleways –
not least the gardeners who cut the
grass and keep the villages looking so
beautiful.

PLEASE PLEASE pick up your dog poo
and dispose of it in one of the many bins
provided, and help to keep our lovely
estate clean

Elspeth Gilliland Tourism Manager

Ford & Etal Estates

A Reminder to all Dog
Owners/Walkers

from Ford & Etal Estates
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While the lockdown begins to ease, our church buildings remain closed for the
time being, but our worship continues!

�� Join an on-line, interactive Service of Worship, via Zoom, in which we can see and hear
each other.  (Help is available for those not used to the technology!)

�� If Zoom doesn’t work for you, then join in by following the order of service on your
own, at the same time as everyone else.

�� Receive a twice-daily ‘call to prayer’, via email, for 10.00am Morning Prayer and
4.30pm Evening Prayer.

�� At 10.00am on Wednesday, join a Zoom service of Morning Prayer.

�� Ask for paper copies of Morning and Evening Prayer, and join in by praying through the
order of service at the same time as everyone else, at 10.00am and/or 4.30pm.

�� Phone Daily Hope, the Church of England’s free phone line of hymns, reflections and
prayers, on 0800 8048044, at any time of day or night.

For more information, contact the Revd Rob Kelsey
Tel. (01289) 382325, Email robert.josephkelsey@live.com.

  CHURCH NEWS

Bygone Author was a Native of Crookham

 Today we have a number of writers living in and around our locale. However
authorship  is not a recent phenomenon for the sons and
daughters from our patch, as narrated by the Berwickshire
News back in 1920,  with the publication by Macmillan and
Co. of ‘Highways and Byways in Northumbria’ by Crookham's
very own son P. Anderson Graham.

The Berwickshire News propounds that in ‘drawing from his
‘intimate knowledge of its history and romantic character,
Mr Graham has woven a story of surpassing interest and
one which should prove a most companionable guide to the

tourist as well as to all Northumbrians'. The reporter, bylined as ‘Bookman’,
reveals that the work is illustrated with ‘great charm and distinction’ by Mr
Hugh Thompson and it also comes with a good map.
And all for the very generous price 7s 6d.
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A message from  Revd John Carr Cornhill with Carham & Branxton

May 31st  was Pentecost, Whit Sunday in old money. The festival celebrates the Holy Spirit
coming in power to transform the early, fearful, followers of Jesus. You can read the story in Acts
chapter 2. Near the start we read how “they were all together in one place”. Would that we could
do that today!

The message of Pentecost reminds us that God is not remote & distant but is close and personal:
he is with us whether we see him or not. Just as phone or other contacts with friends and family
are so important, so God is with us by his Spirit to strengthen and encourage us, and we can
know and experience that in our hearts and minds, even as we journey through these strange and
unsettling times.

Pause for a moment and be aware of the day. Look for signs of God’s presence in the world
around. Be thankful, even in these present circumstances. For friends, for the beauty of the
countryside, for key workers. And let God’s Spirit be with you to bring you his peace and joy.

Lord, we pray today that you will give us eyes to see, ears to hear and hearts to understand what
you are calling us to do.
Equip us today to show your love, speak your words of hope and rest in your Holy Spirit
everywhere we are. Amen

A message from  Revd Mary Taylor Crookham United Reformed Church

I am writing this note during Christian Aid Week when Christian Aid’s partners in Africa tell us
their communities have no safe water for washing or drinking. The pandemic is just reaching
there and there is a lack of health care, pensions and unemployment benefits.
Christian Aid did a survey in April to find out which activities people here are planning or
hoping to do while spending more time at home. The most popular answer was reading with
84% choosing this answer! Other popular answers included attending worship online, catching
up with friends and family whether by telephone or over the Internet, gardening and spending
time in prayer.
It is also really interesting to hear about new community initiatives in response to the
pandemic. On a personal note I am always delighted to be kept up to date with news and photos
from Crookham.
This is a time when local volunteers and organised schemes and individuals look out for each
other.
“When I needed a neighbour were you there, were you there”
Churches have found new ways to connect with each other online and by telephone.
“Zoom “is becoming part of our everyday vocabulary and understanding.
Story from the Christian Aid survey of a taxi firm running local deliveries, online exercise classes
and a swapping library.  It’s incredible how many ways people are finding to stand together
even though we are apart.
The 100 year old dynamic Captain now Colonel Tom has inspired so many of us to take more
positive steps forward.
It is also a good time to appreciate nature. A friend was speaking of walking and watching a
heron for 10 minutes
Let us be gentle with ourselves, each other and look forward in hope.
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CHURCH NEWS
Services in Ford and Etal

Churches are suspended for the
time being.

Coronavirus emergency.

The churches are now closed for the duration of
this Coronavirus emergency. During this time we
do have VIRTUAL SERVICES which you are
welcome to join. For details of how to do this,
contact our Rural Dean, Revd. Canon Dr. Rob
Kelsey at robert.josephkelsey@live.com

 or telephone No. 01289 382325

Local contacts are listed in Etal & Ford
church porches and on the website

www.achurchnearyou
Secretary : Heather Pentland 01890

820201
heather@hjpentland.plus.com

The Parish Churches of
 Branxton, Carham, Cornhill

Contact is Revd.John Carr.
Tel. 01890 820239

or  jbcarr@btinternet.com

 Crookham United Reformed
Church.

& Flodden Peace Centre.

Daily devotions and new Sunday
worship are available from the URC

website - https://urc.org.uk/

Please continue to enjoy the peace
garden  in Crookham this Spring and

Easter which is open.
It might be a good place to reflect about
conflict and peace locally and globally
during this current crisis when words of

peace and hope need to be heard.

Contact details:
Rev. Mary Taylor, 7 Catrail Road,
Galashiels TD1 1NW 01896 756990
m.taylor_1@btinternet.com

St Ninian’s Church Wooler
ALL  PUBLIC SERVICES CANCELLED.

The church is closed until further notice.

Rev. Fr. David Phillips

01665 574240

A Very Warm Welcome to Worship at
Donaldson’s Lodge Methodist

Church

 In the light of government advice all services
have been cancelled until further notice.

In Emergency please ring one of the ministry
team.

Ministry Team
Rev Kim Hurst 01289 306291

Deacon: Jackie Wright 01665 721185

The Archbishops of Canterbury and
York have asked that all public worship
be suspended. This means that there

will be no services at the churches until
further notice.

The churches will remain closed

 https://urc.org.uk/
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Ford snooker 100 club       winning numbers for May

83 Peter Fagan £35       65 Nigel Walker £15        3 Paul Matthews £10

In a cottage on Ford & Etal Estates is an
antiquated dark oak-planked coffer with wrought-
iron strap hinges for the lid and the remains of
two locks on the front. It is 4 feet long by 14 inches
wide by 16 inches deep and has, for many years,
served as a linen box. The only decorations are
two irregular parallel grooves along the front and
back and on both edges of the lid. Simple
end-panels once extended below the base,
probably with carved arches to form primitive feet.
These have worn down over many years as though
they have been standing on damp floors which
have caused the feet to rot away. Could these
have been church or vestry floors and could the
coffer have been an early Parish Chest? Despite
its 16th century appearance, there is no provenance
except that it was bought for sixpence in the 1930s, but not in Northumberland.

In early medieval times there were no parish registers but, in 1538, a mandate was issued
by Henry VIII, emanating from Thomas Cromwell, requiring every parson, vicar or curate
to enter in a book every baptism, wedding and funeral in his parish. These were to be
kept in a Parish Chest which was a secure coffer with two locks, the parson having one
key and a churchwarden the other, so that the chest could only be opened by
simultaneous use of the keys.

Although there was a financial penalty for non-compliance with the mandate, record
keeping was haphazard and the rules had to be tightened up considerably in subsequent
years. In 1603, the Parish Chest had to have three locks. There was no stipulation as to
the construction of the chest and this varied considerably, early chests even being carved
from sections of whole tree trunks whereas later chests were often iron-bound with
strappings and were much more elaborate. Parish Chests might typically contain records
for Poor Law Administration, Bastardy Records, Apprenticeship Indentures, Parochial
Records, Vestry Minutes, Churchwarden Accounts, Parish Lists and the required Registers
of Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals.
From 1837 births, marriages and deaths had to be legally recorded by Superintendent
Registrars in Registration Districts under the control of the Registrar General at the
General Register Office and there was no further need for Parish Chests. St. Paul’s Church
at Branxton and St. Michael and All Angels Church at Ford would have had Parish Chests
at one time and it would be interesting to know whether they still exist somewhere.

”Pãgãnus”
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Ford Parish Council and Corona Virus outbreak.

If anyone in the Parish requires help or advice or to contact the council please do not
hesitate to contact either the clerk on 01890 820566,  clerk.fordpc@btinternet.com
or the chairman, Richard Baker on 01890 820761, etaltearooms@btinternet.com.
For info from the Government go to:- https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-
events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response

The bi-monthly meetings of Ford Parish Council are cancelled and will be re-arranged
for a later date. Please see the Ford PC website for more information -

https://northumberlandparishes.uk/ford

BRANXTON PARISH COUNCIL.

Parish Council website: www.branxtonvillage.weebly.com

Due to the current evolving Covid 19 virus situation and following Government
guidelines Branxton Parish Council meetings  have been cancelled  until further notice.
However, any resident can continue to raise any issue with Branxton Parish Council at
any time in the following ways:

Parish Clerk - Email- branxtonpc5@gmail.com
Parish Council Chairman – Iain MacGregor – Telephone 01890 820613

Covid 19 virus
Residents: If for any reason you must be quarantined and/or need any help during the
next few months please contact:
Parish Council Chairman – Iain MacGregor – Telephone 01890 820613
Iain has agreed to be the co-ordinator for the Parish Council.
Please keep safe but look out for your neighbours who may need help.
Isabel Hunter
Clerk to Branxton Parish Council.

Please send material for the FOURUM (note the spelling) and
requests for the e-mail version to:thefourum@gmail.com and

check that you get a reply in a day or two.
We prefer material sent monthly as e-mail attachments in text

(.txt);
Word (.doc or .docx); photographs (.jpg); Acrobat (.pdf).

For back editions see www.etalvillagehall.org.uk/the-fourum

Commercial advertising rates are £5 per advert or £45 for 10
editions. Cheques to be made out to FORUM Newsletter”

& sent to 32 Crookham Village, Cornhill on Tweed. TD12 4SY.

Deadline for the July edition.
Monday 8th June

Proof Reader team:

Production: John Pentland, Steve Taylor
& Shaun Beattie.

Printed by: Fantasy, Berwick upon Tweed

Mary Lockie  Nicola Gibb
Kathleen Holmes   Phil Reynolds
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