


Minutes of electronic meeting of Warden Parish Council held at 7pm on Monday 6th July 2020 
Those Present: Cllrs SJ Heminsley (Chairman), WJ Foot, RM Tindall, S Robson, G Charlton, M Kendrew,
D Liddle, R Gibson (County Cllr), C Miller (Clerk), one member of the public

2020/42	Apologies for Absence
D Bowman

2020/43	Declaration of Members Interests
Cllr’s SJ Heminsley, S Robson and County Cllr R Gibson declared an interest in Railway Inn planning application.

2020/44	Opportunity for members of the public to raise any matter
There were no matters raised from members of the public.

2020/45	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 2nd March 2020
The minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 2nd March 2020 were accepted as a true record.

2020/46	Action Points and Matters arising  from previous meeting held on Monday 2nd March 2020 (not on agenda)
· Cllr RM Tindall had produced a report regarding the allotments, however there was one tenant behind on cultivation which means he is contravening his contract, and he should be given the option to reduce to half a plot or give up his plot.  ACTION: Clerk to contact tenant.
· Cllr D Liddle did have some spray to attend to board which would be used in due course.  Map would not fit into noticeboard but photos and contact details of Cllrs had now been added.  ACTION: Board to be attended to in due course.
· Joint meeting with Newbrough PC could not be held at the present time due to the Covid-19 regulations.
· Great British Spring Clean litter event had had to be cancelled, with next event to be held 11 to 27 September, however it would depend on the lockdown situation and PPE equipment would need to be worn.  ACTION: Date to be confirmed at September meeting.
· Hole had been actioned on footpath outside of Kiln Cottages.

2020/47	Allotments
Annual income and expenditure on allotments appeared to balanced itself out, with only a slight deficit. Cllr Tindall pointed out that there was a tremendous age range of allotment holders which was commendable.

2020/48	Litter pick
Discussed above.

2020/49	Roads/footpaths
Traffic problems seemed to have occurred due to the influx of outsiders to the Blue Lagoon. County Cllr R Gibson had 
spoken to the police and it appeared the problem had settled down.  Speed calming apparatus  had been put in 
place but not switched on, with County Council to install, hopefully in the near future.  Speeding from Haydon Bridge road 
past Red Houses was becoming problematic, though problems on this road were primarily the responsibility of 
Newbrough parish and had been reported to County Cllr R Gibson.  The Mossy is completely dry from top to bottom, 
however hedgecutting from Lime Kiln Cottages to the School is required.  Speed signage is on order and ready to be 
installed, with Parish Council liable for the future maintenance.  Further work is required on the rumble strips.  The 
anaerobic digestive tractors seem to be travelling much slower this year.  A four wheel drive vehicle is still parked 
dangerously on road at Jubilee Cottages.  Road works signage had appeared on Homers Lane.  Cllr R Gibson confirmed 
that the County Council were to carry out work, and a road closure notice had been made.  Cllr S Robson had circulated 
notes about speeding down hill towards the village from the substation with cars slowing only when they get to the 
junction. A complaint had been raised by a parishioner together with suggestions for addressing this; Cllrs agreed with the 
proposals which included the use of "Slow" signs. These had been  forwarded to the County Cllr for action.  County Council 
had carried out weed killing on footpath to school, which would take a couple of weeks to take effect. The County Council 
had also been made aware of the need to treat weeds on Warden Bridge.   A sign had been erected by the landowner 
stating that the popular unofficial footpath by the river bend between Fourstones and the paper mill could not be used, 
however a lot of people had been using the bend pool on the corner in the recent hot weather, and this may have been 
the reason the landowner had erected the  signage. Cllr S Robson suggested leaving the issue for the time being as the 
temporary influx of visitors may possibly have been disturbing fishermen.  ACTION: Situation to be monitored.  Fly tipping 
had been reported on road to boarding kennels and refuse had been removed within 24 hours with thanks to the County 
Council for the speedy resolution.

2020/50	Progress regarding the reduction in speeding traffic through the villages; installation of vehicle activated speed calming apparatus at C234 Four stones; to receive further parishioner concerns regarding speeding traffic
Discussed above.

2020/51	Request for litter bin, layby to west of Warden level crossing
County Council had advised the land did not belong to them and were ascertaining who it did belong to. ACTION: Clerk to make further enquiries.  

2020/52	Correspondence
No correspondence had been received.

2020/53	Planning 
2020/53/01	Planning Applications received:
· 20/01107/CCM: Prudham Quarry, extraction of sandstone – Parish Council objection had been submitted, and planning officers had been out to speak to the applicant and neighbouring properties.
2020/53/02	Notice of Planning application being approved:
· 20/00517/FUL: Thistlerigg Farm, installation of biomass boiler in existing agricultural building.

2020/54	Reports – Town Hall;  Sportsfield Association; Northumberland County Council 
Cllr Gibson reported Newbrough Town Hall had been successful with substantial  bids in respect of both the main Town Hall building and the Bunkhouse.  

The Climate Change Group were to bring a proposal to County Council regarding tree planting.

2020/55	Financial Matters
2020/55/01	Payments authorised since previous meeting: C Miller – March, April Salary £304.41 & expenses £13.47; HMRC £47.80; NALC – annual subscription - £137.66; NALC – annual website fee - £75.00; Came and Company – annual insurance premium - £401.98; DH Charlton, gardening - £430; B Gustard, gardening - £430. It was resolved to approve payments.
2020/55/02	Payments due: C Miller – May, June Salary £349.21;  HMRC - £3.00; D Bowman, dismantling works to beacon/take oil for picnic seat - £177.00; Playsafety Ltd – play area annual inspection - £114.00.  It was resolved to approve payments.
2020/55/03	Financial Planning for 2020-2021
There was an underspend of £1760 2019-2020, leaving reserves at £13025.  However, it was noted that if it had been possible to have completed  the refurbishment of the beacon more quickly most of the underspend would have been avoided.  The Climate Action Group may ask for a donation and further proposals should be considered.  Cllr RM Tindall suggested setting up an educational fund as there are youngsters going to college, or starting work and there are no grants available, however the Clerk was unsure if this would be legal, and would seek further clarification.  Cllr WJ Foot was aware of a trust that young people could apply to in a neighbouring village.  ACTION: Clerk to seek further clarification.               

2020/55/04	To receive acknowledgement of grant from Warden PCC
Acknowledgement of grant received from Warden PCC.

2020/55/05	To approve quotation for costs to repair the Millennium Beacon
[bookmark: _Hlk2508732]Quotation had been received for repairs and refurbishment to beacon at the cost of £1250. ACTION: Clerk to confirm acceptance of quotation.

2020/56	Audit of Accounts year ending 31/3/20
2020/56/01	To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor
There were no matters arising from the internal audit.

2020/56/02	To approve the Governance Statement
It was resolved to approve the governance statement.

2020/56/03	To approve the draft annual accounts for 2019/2020
It was resolved to approve the accounts for year ending 2019/2020.

2020/56/04	To approve the Accounting Statement and explanation of variances
It was resolved to approve the accounting statement and explanation of variances.

2020/56/05	To approve the Exemption Certificate
It was resolved to approve the exemption certificate.  Notice of public rights inspection period from Monday 13th July until Friday 21st August to be displayed on village noticeboard and web-site.

2020/57	Parish Council noticeboard at garage: update on cleansing product for inside of board
Discussed earlier.

2020/58	The Railway Inn: Update on  planning appeal
Asset of Community Value (ACV) status would expire on December 2020 and it was proposed by a member of the public that the renewal of ACV status should now be sought from the NCC planning committee.  Arguments in favour of the renewal of the ACV included the comments by the independent Planning Inspector during the recent unsuccessful appeal by the pub's owner to the effect that the pub remained a potentially important social asset within the village. It was also noted that that at least 5 interested parties had been shown around the pub since the appeal decision in March, with several understood to have made offers to purchase the business. It was resolved that the ACV renewal application would be actioned.  Also, the premises are regularly entered and the kitchen door then left wide open.  A party had been held at the weekend and a fire started, there is an ongoing problem with trespass on the property and the Parish Council should contact the police with concerns which  had been reported to the owner on numerous occasions.   ACTION: Clerk to contact Tony Kirsopp at County Council regarding renewal and draw the problems to the attention of the police.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr S Robson stated there seemed to be an unwillingness on the owner to properly secure the building, therefore inviting problems. It was noted that Pam Bridges, Local Neighbourhood Inspector was retiring.

2020/59	Flooding – modelling improvements across the Tyne Valley
Nothing to report.

2020/60	To receive annual ROSPA inspection report; to discuss re-opening of play area and risks associated due to Covid-19
There were no matters arising from the annual ROSPA inspection report.  At the present time, play areas throughout Northumberland remain closed due to Covid-19.

2020/61	Climate Change Group – to receive update
Electronic meeting of the group to be held on 7th July, they have a range of projects they are looking at, such as cycle route into Hexham, recycling and increased tree planting.

2020/62	Web-site Accessibility Statement
New regulations were being introduced to ensure Local Government web-sites were accessible to all, and the National Association of Local Council’s were currently reviewing their web-site to assess what amendments, if any, would need to take place to the individual Parish Council web pages.
2020/63	Communications – to confirm actions from this meeting
	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Allotments
	Clerk to contact one allotment holder with concern 
about the unacceptable state of their plot.

	Noticeboard
	Cllrs SJ Heminsely/D Liddle to clean in due course.

	Bin West of level crossing
	Clerk to seek clarification of who owns the land

	Joint meeting with Newbrough PC
	Deferred due to Covid-19

	Litter picking
	Date for pick to be confirmed at next meeting

	Speed signage, traffic calming measures
	County Council had ordered interactive signage

	Beacon
	Clerk to officially accept quotation from contractor

	Hedgecutting/weed killing
	Situation to be monitored in the next few weeks with Clerk to contact County Council if necessary

	Railway Inn
	Clerk to contact County Council regarding re-registering inn as an asset of community value and correspondence to be drafted to police with break-in concerns.




2020/64	Date and Time of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 7th September 2020.

The meeting closed at 
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