
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of an electronic meeting held on Monday, 11th May 2020 at 7.15
Present:

Cllrs Pescod, Gilfillan, Smith & Pigg and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
1945: To elect the Chairman of Council:  Cllr Smith proposed, and Cllr Gilfillan seconded Cllr Pescod who was duly elected Chair.
1946:  Apologies for Absence: Cllr Marshall offered her apologies.
1947:  To elect the Vice-chair of Council: Cllr Pescod proposed, and Cllr Smith seconded, Cllr Gilfillan who was duly elected Vice-Chair. 
1948:  Declarations of Acceptance of Office: The Clerk will email for signature.

1949: To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting held on 9th March 2020: Having previously been circulated, the minutes were approved and signed.

1950: County Councillors report: County Cllr Quinn had given a report at the electronic Annual Parish Meeting (see minutes 11/5/2020 annual).
1951: Matters Arising.  
i) Traffic issues inc parking & speeding: County Cllr Quinn had confirmed the granite setts should be positioned shortly. Due to Covid-19, speeding was not currently an issue although as a consequence, parking had increased. 

ii) Grass Cutting: Cllr Gilfillan commented grass cutting by both Karbon and NCC had been regular. A complaint had been received from a resident regarding damage to their wall – The Clerk had contacted Karbon but not received any feedback yet.
iii) Dogs on the Green: No issues noted – there seemed to be very few dogs taken onto the green currently.

iv) Trees – next steps: Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 no further steps had been taken. Cllr Smith advised he would initially approach the local landowners to discuss but this had been put on hold. It was hoped that residents will look at possible areas to plant trees when taking their exercise – Cllr Pigg commented trees on St Andrews Lane would be welcome. Some residents still hoped to fund trees for Coal Lane and a further resident had implied she would plant more on her own land.
1952: To nominate Council’s representatives on other bodies:

(a) Ovingham Joint Burial Committee – Cllrs Pescod and Marshall
(b) Ovington Community Group – Cllr Gilfillan
(c) East Tynedale Parish & Town Council Forum – Cllr Smith
1953: Planning Applications: 20/00946/FUL – Land east of Ovington House – construction of single dwelling – no objections but comments submitted 
20/00851/FUL – 1 Dene Terrace – single storey side extension – no objections
1954: Expenditure authorisation:            

          M Davenport (Sal & exp Jan – March 2020)


£282.32
          N’land & Newcastle Society (annual subs)



£35.00

          NALC (Annual subs & web hosting fee)



£213.36
          East Tynedale Forum (annual subs)



£30.00

          P Pescod (newsletter photocopying)



£21.00

          H Gilfillan (litter bin insets)




£7.00

1955: Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2019/2020:
Due to Covid19, Councils have been given an extension to the end of July for submission 

of accounts. Currently, the Clerk was awaiting figures from the Clerk to the Burial Board 

Committee as these now (pro-rata) had to be included. Also, the Clerk still needed an auditor. 

She preferred someone from the village as it will make it easier for passing over hard copies 

etc. Cllr Pescod suggested a name and she will be contacted. It was unanimously agreed that 

the accounts must be approved at the July meeting.
1956:   To consider renewal for Insurance: This had been received and circulated by the
Clerk. The premium was £574.98 for one year, a 3-year Long term Agreement (LTA) for 
£558.12 or 5 years for £541.27. The Cllrs agreed to opt for a 3-year LTA (£558.12) and that it 

was preferred to stay with the current insurer, Zurich, as they specialised in Parish Councils.
1957: Village Environment: Complaints had been received regarding the obnoxious smell at the top of the minor road leading down from Bearl to Ovington, near the NCC depot. The Clerk had originally contacted NCC some months ago and had only recently been informed that they were liaising with Allendale Estates and NWL. Cllr Pigg wondered if it was due to a septic tank in the nearby field. Cllr Gilfillan commented that it was a hazard to the public and that it was NCC highways responsibility. The Clerk will contact NCC again. Cllr Smith reported that a wooden seat had been place at the end of St Andrews Lane overlooking the Dene by someone and wondered if it could be made a permanent feature. Cllr Pigg understood the land had been sold (although he did not know if contracts had been exchanged). Cllr Pescod suggested that he will look at it but that there could be (new) landowner’s permission to consider. 
1958: Committee Reports: Cllr Gilfillan reported the Community Group were not currently meeting but were still suggesting “events” including VE day and doll naming. They were all keen to re-start but it was unsure if the Village Fete will go ahead in September which will also have a knock-on effect for the Leek Club.

Cllr Pescod understood a Zoom meeting for the Burial Board Committee will be organised shortly. 
1959: Correspondence: 
a) To consider a request for a memorial plaque at Joiners Bank: The Cllrs noted that there were already such plaques in situ at Joiners Bank and that they had never been asked to sanction them. It placed the Cllrs in a difficult position as it would be hard to deny permission on this occasion. However, Cllr Pigg suggested that the resident may want to consider putting a memorial tree there instead with a small plaque but on the understanding that it be self-funded and that the Parish Council have an input into type and location. It was agreed that the Clerk contact the resident with this proposal.
1960: Distribution: There was no distribution this month.
1961: Next Meeting:  The date of next the meeting was confirmed as 6th July.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.55pm
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