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At the remote Meeting of the Parish Council held electronically on Monday 4 May 2020. 
 
Present:   Cllrs C Cloutt, B Dickson, T Hood, F Krzyzosiak, C Reynolds, L Sowter, F Thornton and S Walton 
                
1. Welcome – Cllr Walton opened the meeting and asked for patience and understanding during this first electronic 

meeting.   
 

2. Apologies for Absence – Cllrs Blagburn 
 

3. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – Cllr Hood declared an interest in Item 5a.  It was noted he did 
not take part in the email discussion on this matter.  Cllr Sowter declared an interest in Item 7a (Vehicle access along 
Recreation Lane) as he is a resident on the Lane and requested a dispensation to take part in the discussion.   

 
4. The Minutes of the meeting held on 27 January 2020 were agreed. 

 
5. The Minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 2020 were agreed as a true record subject to the following 

amendments:  
 

174.   The words ‘a letter’ were added to correct a typographical error.  The last sentence was deleted and replaced with 
the following:  The Clerk will speak to both solicitors. 
 
185c. was added as follows:  It was discussed that the Clerk would endeavour to give timescales to requested items by 
email. 

 
6. Confirmation of Items agreed remotely by email 

 
a. The appointment of John Hood Landscaping and Royal Oak Landscapes to carry out landscaping work and 

grass cutting at the same prices as last year was approved.  
 

b. The upgrade to the paid version of Zoom was approved to enable Parish Council meetings to be carried out 
remotely.   

 
7. Finance  
 

a. The Financial Statement to 28 April 2020 was approved.  The Clerk confirmed that the column showing receipts 
since the last meeting will be included in the next summary:  this receipts this month are the same as total 
receipts as it is the first month of the financial year.  The payments to be agreed will be set against the respective 
budgets in the next financial summary.   
 

b. Receipts since the last Meeting 
 

Income  Amount  

Precept £16,042.50 

Allotments  £220.00 

Interest  £1.15 

Cemetery Fees £265.00 

 
c. Payments for approval 

 

Payee Head of Expenditure  Cost VAT Payment No 

ICO  Compliance  £35.00  IB275 

Felton Village Hall  Room Hire  £48.00  IB276 

Campaign for the Protection of 
Rural England 

Subscriptions  £36.00  IB277 

Newcastle and Northumberland 
Society  

Subscriptions  £35.00  IB278 
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C Lewis   
 Salary (February) 
 Working from Home Allowance 

 
Clerk’s Fees 
Clerk’s Expenses 

£621.32  IB279 

Southern Electric  Recreation Field  £63.23 £12.68 IB280 

Running Imp (VE Day Mugs) Donations  £46.49 £9.30 IB281 

Three-16 Productions  Remembrance  £75.00 £15.00 IB282 

M Clark  Cemetery – Plants  £7.20 £1.44 IB283 

J Young – Agricultural Repairs  Cemetery  
 

£45.90 £9.18 000851 

Felton Village Hall  Room Hire  £20.00  PC1 

Gustharts  Cemetery – Grounds – Other  £63.39 £12.68 FCJC1 

Funeral Services Ltd (Payment 
out to undertaker of grant 
received on behalf of client)  

Miscellaneous £690.00  FCJC2 

P Brown – Salary (March) 
 Retainer  
 Grounds Maintenance  
 Fuel 

 
Cemetery – Grounds – Staff  
Cemetery – Grounds – Staff  
Fuel 

£671.00 £2.00 FCJC3 

H Hood – Salary  
 Retainer 
 Burials during 2019/20 

 
Cemetery Clerk’s Fees  
Cemetery Clerk’s Fees  

£280  FCJC4 

C Lewis 
 Salary (March) 
 Working from Home Allowance 

 
Clerk’s Fees 
Clerk’s Expenses 

£436.34  PC2 

NALC – website hosting 
(2019/20) 

IT Costs  75.00  PC3 

Internal transfer of funds from 
current account to instant 
access business banking 
account  

N/A £30,000.00  PC4 

NALC  
 Website hosting (2020/21) 
 Subscription (2020/21) 

 
IT Costs  
Subscriptions  

 
£75.00 

£239.25 

 PC5 

Bentham Ltd  Stationery  £45.82 £9.17 PC6 

C Lewis  
 Salary (April) 
 Working from Home Allowance  
 Zoom Upgrade  

Clerk’s Fees 
Clerk’s Expenses 

£592.42  PC7 

P Brown – Salary (April) 
 Grounds Maintenance  
 Fuel  

 
Cemetery – Grounds – Staff  
Fuel  

£499.10 £3.82 FCJC5 

Gustharts  Cemetery – Grounds – Other  £27.08 £5.42 FCJC6 

 
d. Insurance – The Parish Council reviewed the insurance quote.  It was agreed to accept the quote and to put 

the additional cover in place immediately.  There may be further amendments required in due course, for 
example the addition of the dog waste bins and possibly also the picnic tables at the play area.  The Clerk will 
review old policies to see whether these were included.  However, it was agreed that the additional cover should 
not be delayed until such amendments can be reviewed and agreed.  The printer at the Village Hall is covered 
under the Village Hall insurance policy and the related premium is paid by The Bridge as it also includes 
equipment owned by The Bridge and stored in the printer room.   
 

e. CiLCA qualification for the Clerk – The Parish Council agreed by majority by email that the Clerk should 
undertake her CiLCA qualification.  The cost for the webinars and for registration of the assessment portfolio is 
£600.  Cllr Walton asked whether the Parish Council agreed to this expenditure and this was approved.  Cllr 
Krzyzosiak raised additional questions concerning the Clerk’s workload and pointed out that the council is 
advised to monitor this during the period of study and to avoid taking on new projects.  Cllr Krzyzosiak is therefore 
concerned that Parish Council matters will potentially be put on hold, for example work on the Heads of Terms 
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for the new surgery.  Cllr Walton confirmed that the Clerk will be completing her study and assessment work 
outside of her contractual 25 hours per month. Other work for the portfolio includes submission of documents 
which the Clerk would be preparing in the normal course of her work.  Cllr Krzyzosiak stated that she was not 
happy with the way in which the decision had been taken by email.   

 

8. Urgent Item – Repairs to the ramp at Riverside 
 
a. Cllr Sowter reported that there are four broken planks and some loose chicken wire.  The Clerk commented that 

there are also some ‘soft’ sections which feel spongy to walk on.  Cllr Sowter stated that the bearers under the 
spongy sections still have plenty of strength but require a supporting strut.   
 

b. It was agreed that a short term temporary repair to allow the area to stay open could be a suitable course of 
action (cost dependent), with a longer term repair planned.  The use of reconstituted plastic planking was 
considered, but it was agreed that the cost of this is likely to be prohibitive.  Mr Brown will be asked for two 
quotes:  (1) to carry out the critical repairs to the damaged ramp surface; and (2) to repair or reinforce the bearers 
underneath the spongy sections.  Once these quotes are received, the Parish Council will take a decision as to 
whether it is cost effective to carry out the temporary repairs or whether it should move to a full repair and close 
the area in the meantime. 

 
c. A suitable person will be sought to prepare a specification for the full repair.  It has proved difficult in the past to 

find someone willing to carry out a survey on the ramp.   
 

d. The Parish Council considered the health and safety aspect, in particular whether users of the ramp could have 
an accident on the damaged areas.  The Clerk will put up a sign warning of the trip hazard and the area will be 
monitored and may need to be closed off if necessary.   

 
9. Urgent Item – Vehicle access along Recreation Lane for users of Recreation Field and the Parish Council 

allotments  
 

a. At present, the Parish Council permits vehicular access down Recreation Lane for users of Recreation Field and 
the tenants of the Parish Council allotments.  The Parish Council needs to consider whether to continue to permit 
this use or whether vehicular access should be restricted.  Cllr Sowter raised a point of order:  that any motion 
to change the present arrangement should be set out on the agenda under Standing Order 10(b).   
 

b. It was noted that there are a range of options:  at one end of the scale the current level of permitted access could 
continue.  At the other end of the scale vehicular access could be refused or severely restricted.  The Parish 
Council could decide to permit access anywhere on this range of options and could give permission to certain 
groups or to those unable to access the Field on foot (for example blue badge holders, although it was noted 
that some disabilities may be outside of the blue badge scheme but still prevent access by foot).   

 
c. Cllr Krzyzosiak noted the previous position of the Parish Council in objecting to planning proposals and the 

impact of additional traffic on Recreation Lane.  Cllr Krzyzosiak stated it is not allowed to drive along a Public 
Right of Way and that allowing unlimited access would create a Byway Open to All Traffic.  The Parish Council 
has received advice from the Area Countryside Manager at NCC that:  (1) The Parish Council may grant 
permissive access of the lane for vehicular use to whoever it wishes, and this includes vehicular access to the 
recreation field; and (2) granting a permissive right of access does not create a Byway Open to All Traffic.  Cllr 
Krzyzosiak’s concern is that permitting greater use of the Lane by vehicles will create confusion as to what is 
allowed and will also increase damage to the Lane surface, which is unfair to residents contributing to the repairs 
and may lead to the Parish Council spending more on maintenance.   

 
d. The Parish Council considered whether residents could be polled to see whether there was any consensus on 

what access should be permitted:  the difficulties in carrying this out during the present crisis were discussed 
and it is likely that any polling would need to take place via several methods.  It seems unlikely that flyers could 
be delivered within the current restrictions.  However, it was agreed and recognised that the Recreation Field 
plays a large part in the life of the village.  

 
e. It was agreed that Cllrs would submit any motion to the Clerk which they wish to propose on the subject and 

these will be included in the next agenda for discussion and vote.   
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10. Urgent Items – It has been discussed at previous meetings that a tree could be planted to celebrate VE Day.  Cllr 

Cloutt put forward as an alternative the installation of a ornamental village gateway at the entrance to the village.   
 

11. Items for the Next Agenda: 
 

- Timescale for the repairs to the bus shelters 
- Recreation Lane access 
- Update on ongoing matters 

 
12. Additional Meetings – It was agreed that the Parish Council should hold additional meetings during this time in order 

to progress matters while trying to limit the duration of electronic meetings.  The next meeting will therefore be held 
in two weeks’ time with the usual scheduled meeting on the first Monday in June taking place as well.  It was agreed 
that Finance will not be covered at every meeting, but will instead only be discussed at the usual scheduled monthly 
meetings. 

 
Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm. 
 
Next Meeting will be held remotely on Monday 18 May 2020 by electronic means.   


