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At the remote Meeting of the Parish Council held electronically on Monday 18 May 2020. 
 
Present:   Cllrs C Cloutt, B Dickson, T Hood, F Krzyzosiak, C Reynolds, L Sowter, F Thornton and S Walton 
                
13. Recording Meetings – Cllr Krzyzosiak raised a point of order about the recording of meetings via the Zoom platform 

which she has requested more than once.  Cllr Walton apologised that he has not yet been able to find the recording 
settings.   
 

14. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Blagburn 
 

15. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda –Cllr Sowter declared an interest in Item 7 (Vehicle access along 
Recreation Lane) and in Part 2 of the meeting as he is a resident on the Lane.   

 
16. The Minutes of the meeting held on 4 May 2020 were agreed as a true record.  
 
17. Public Questions (submitted by email)  

 
a. A resident asked how it is possible for the Village Hall or the Bridge Newsletter to insure the printer used by the 

Bridge.  The Clerk confirmed that following correspondence with the Village Hall, the printer will be included on 
the Parish Council insurance policy and removed from the Village Hall insurance policy.   
 

b. A resident stated that taking the decision by email for the Clerk to complete the CiLCA qualification was unlawful 
and was pre-determination and asked why the Clerk had allowed the Parish Council to take part in unlawful 
resolutions.   Cllr Walton stated that as this had been raised at the last Parish Council meeting, advice had been 
sought from NALC and would be circulated, following which a response to the public question would be given.  

 
c. A resident stated that there is no current Deed of Grant for general vehicular access along Recreation Lane and 

asked how a resolution can be passed to continue to permit a right if it does not exist in law.  This point will be 
discussed under Agenda Item 7(Recreation Lane) [see below Minute 20a].   

 
18. Ongoing Matters  
 

a. The Clerk provided a general update.  Due to Covid-19 and the current national restrictions, many matters are 
postponed until restrictions ease.  The Clerk will continue to seek updates as appropriate.   
 

b. Before restrictions were imposed, Cllrs Sowter and Walton attempted to straighten the bent frame of the bus 
shelter (Ongoing Matter 2c) with some success.  They have a further plan to try and will implement this when 
restrictions allow.   

 
c. The street lamp which was out on Recreation Lane (Ongoing Matter 3a) has been repaired.   

 
d. It was noted that County Cllr Thorne had been considering extra grass cutting around the bus shelters at the A1 

junction.  Cllr Krzyzosiak confirmed some grass cutting has taken place but not as far as had been hoped and 
that the area may need further attention in this respect.   

 
19. Repairs to the ramp at Riverside 

 
a. Signs have been put up on the ramp to alert users to the trip hazard.   

 
b. Mr Brown will provide a quote for carrying out a temporary repair to the ramp to keep it operable and safe until 

more extensive repairs can be carried out.  
 

20. Vehicle access along Recreation Lane for users of Recreation Field and the Parish Council allotments  
 

Two proposals were considered by the Parish Council:  
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a. Proposal:  To continue to permit vehicular access as at present for users of Recreation Field and the Parish 
Council allotments until such time as a public consultation can be carried out.   
 
It was agreed that public input into the use of the Lane should be sought.  Cllr Krzyzosiak questioned whether 
the proposed action was invalid, questioning whether access could be allowed to continue when there is no 
current Deed of Grant creating such access.  The current access is permissive only, it is not a right of access 
which has been granted in a Deed.  The Parish Council can decide to continue to permit access and there is no 
need for a Deed for this.    
 

b. It was discussed whether by giving permission the Parish Council is giving the wrong impression that the Lane 
is a road.  Cllr Hood gave some history as to the dedication of Recreation Lane as a footpath, which arose 
because the public right of way had to go from one tarmaced surface to another.  At the time, Recreation Lane 
was not surfaced and so the footpath designation went to Main Street.  This could possibly mean that the Parish 
Council could ask to have the PROW status removed from the Lane now that it is tarmaced and to stop at the 
gates of the Field.  The advice from NCC was that permissive access does not create a Byway Open to All 
Traffic.   
 

c. There is currently no survey information available on use of the Lane by vehicles.  It was noted that undertaking 
any surveys at this point could produce inaccurate information due to the current Covid-19 crisis which may have 
affected use of the Lane.   

 
d. Cllr Krzyzosiak observed that there is not much traffic parked in the layby and what there is seems mostly to be 

dog walkers and outside users, for example, from Swarland.  Cllr Krzyzosiak suggested that it might discourage 
such users if there is no access and that in turn may improve the dog fouling problem.  Cllr Hood commented 
that there are not many such users from Swarland, only one or two, and that he knows that at least one of these 
consistently picks up after their dog, having been observed to do so on a number of occasions.  Cllr Hood feels 
the greater problem with dog fouling comes from those few locals who don’t pick up and it may be necessary to 
consider again having dogs on leads.   

 
e. The Parish Council discussed whether appropriate signage would discourage people from using the Lane as at 

present it is not generally known that cars are ‘not welcome’.  It was felt that many people use their cars to 
access Recreation Field when traditionally people would have walked there.  The NCC Footpaths Officer has 
provided the wording which should be used for the sign if the Parish Council are to erect one.  Cllr Krzyzosiak 
stated that the Parish Council should therefore remove their current sign and replace it with one in the wording 
given.   

 
f. The Parish Council resolved to leave access as at present, being permissive vehicular access for users of 

Recreation Field and the Parish Council allotments until a public consultation can be held.  
 

g. Proposal:  to remove the existing signage and replace it with “Public Footpath Only, No Unauthorised Vehicular 
Access” on an appropriate red circle. 

 
The Parish Council considered again some of the issues already discussed, regarding the wording suggested 
by the Footpaths Officer and the impact on dog fouling.  Cllr Krzyzosiak stated that the current wording is not 
appropriate for a public right of way and that the change would protect pedestrians and would not interfere with 
any other access issues.   
 

h. The Parish Council considered the road safety implications of the suggested signs, which could cause drivers to 
reverse out into Main Street.  It was noted that the parking either side of the entrance already makes this a 
dangerous junction.  The difficulties with attaching signage at the road entrance were discussed, as well as the 
possibility of painting a sign on the road surface.  The Clerk will seek advice from NCC Highways as to the proper 
form and arrangement of signs and it was agreed to defer a vote on this proposal pending this information.   

 
21. Items for the Next Agenda: 

 
- Financial update  
- Cllr Krzyzosiak identified a few items which had been missed from the List of Ongoing Matters.  These will be 

added on for the next meeting.   
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- The red phone box is currently open to the public and it was discussed whether this should be closed.  The Clerk 
has reviewed the guidance on this from the government and cannot see it on the list of places/facilities to be 
closed.  It was noted that many similar boxes are in use in other communities for example for collection points.  
Maintenance of the red phone box needs to be added to the list of ongoing matters.   

 
 

PART 2 

22. The Parish Council passed a resolution under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 
to exclude public and press due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, which involves processing 
of personal data.  
 

23. Correspondence received regarding access down Recreation Lane by a resident was considered.  The Parish Council 
agreed that the Clerk will draft a response on the lines agreed and circulate this to councillors for consideration.  The 
Clerk will ask the Parish Council’s solicitor to review the situation in the light of the information provided.  The Parish 
Council will then need to consider the solicitor’s advice before reaching a final decision on this matter.   

 
Chairman closed the meeting at 8.56pm. 
 
Next Meeting will be held remotely on Monday 1 June 2020 by electronic means.   
 


