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ALLENDALE PARISH COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2019/20 
 

Without doubt, the major impact on our community and on the workings of the Parish Council over 

the last 12 months has been the Sars-Cov-2 virus and our government’s response to it. As I write, the 

official UK death toll stands at over 50,000 people, and excess deaths at over 62,000. We need to 

constantly remind ourselves that these are all people with family members, work colleagues, friends. 

No community has been spared the impact of this global pandemic. The virus has not gone away, 

and there is a clear risk that we face a second, higher spike in rates of infection and deaths as 

restrictions are lifted. We are privileged to have on our Council a retired epidemiologist and I thank 

him for his insights into the spread of the virus.  

Many people are understandably keen to see schools & businesses re-open and an end to the 

restrictions on travel and leisure activities, while many others fear that the virus will surge.  

Allendale may still feel the impact of locals being infected and dying. We will almost certainly feel 

the impact of businesses not being able to survive. The four public houses in our Parish may struggle 

to make a return with continued social distancing and the latent fear of infection. Allendale Village 

Hall may similarly struggle. Tourism has been severely impacted, and the tension between those 

needing the tourist spend and those fearing the spread of infection may see a rise in animosity and 

anger.  

We will all remember the 2001/02 Foot & Mouth Disease outbreak. This disease had come late in a 

second wave to our community when it seemed to be retreating nationally. I sincerely hope that 

history does not repeat itself. 

I hope that we will all be able to look back at this time with a mixture of grief at the unnecessary loss 

of life, and gratitude for how people in general have responded. We have seen the best and sadly 

the worst of humanity. In our own Parish I am grateful for the many who have volunteered to 

support the marginalised and those isolated; for the response of businesses such as Allendale 

Cooperative Society.  

We as a Council have had to adapt to virtual meetings held over Zoom. On the whole this has 

worked well. How long this continues is outside our control. 

Looking back over the year, a highlight was winning over County Councillors at a West Area Planning 

Meeting. This resulted in a reprimand for planning officers who had put out of date Tynedale Local 

Plan policies over the Allendale Neighbourhood Plan. The planners need to be kept on their toes. 

Another ‘victory’ that should have placed our Parish Council in the limelight nationally was the case 

put to County to rescind their instruction to lock cemeteries in light of Coronavirus regulations. In 

contrast to the decision made by County and Town Councils across the land to close cemeteries, the 

frequently mentioned, but seldom read ‘rules’ and ‘guidelines’ spelled out the need for a 

compassionate approach to those grieving the loss of a loved one and gave as an exception to 

restrictions the attendance at a funeral. So, a local victory turned into a national U-turn. And not a 

whisper in local and national media. 

Thankfully before any ‘lockdown’ Councillors met at the cemetery for a clear up working party. And 

work was undertaken to fell and reduce trees in the cemetery. 
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I am grateful to Cllr Howard for his work in managing a difficult incident at the cemetery. We all look 

forward to a more professional standard of grave digging in future. 

The various committees of the Council have seen councillors giving freely of their time in service of 

our community. This is an aspect of our work that is, I suspect, hidden from the view of most of our 

community. I want to put on record my thanks to all councillors who give their time voluntarily, who 

receive no financial recompense for their work, and who continue to work tirelessly for the benefit 

of all.  

We are indebted to our internal auditor, Alan Blair, who does excellent work checking through our 

accounts. We miss this year the annual cup of tea and biscuits. 

It was gratifying to see at last the completion of the work to relay cobbles in Allendale. Thank you to 

all who played a part in managing this project.  We now await the under-grounding of electrical 

cables in the market place, and count on Northern Powergrid to fulfil their promise to make good 

afterwards. Looking to the future, we hope that Powergrid will install the necessary power supply for 

electric vehicle charging points in Allendale. Funding is available from County for this project. 

Another project that nears completion is the transfer of land from Karbon Homes, its drainage, and 

the building of a new young children’s play area. This will be an asset to many children, parents and 

grand-parents. 

In spite of Covid 19, the grass continues to grow and needs cutting. Mel Robinson continues to cut it, 

for which we thank him. Benches and other Parish resources need maintaining, and we thank 

Malcolm Aitchison for his excellent work.  We are pleased to have found a new Village Keeper 

through the Natural Ability Handy Person scheme. 

Looking forward, we have a duty to: 

• Provide allotments if the council considers that there is a demand for them from local 

residents and it is reasonable to do so. 

So, the offer of land beside the River Allen below Bridge End is timely. The demand for allotments is 

likely to increase, judging by the increased interest in ‘grow your own’ and gardening in general. 

In the next year we also need to make progress on an annual plan of works in general and a possible 

review of the Allendale Neighbourhood Plan. We will also develop a plan to manage the aged trees 

in Allendale.  

I am grateful to Cllr Galley for his support as vice-chair. 

Finally, without the hard work, skill and dedication of Helen Newsome, our Parish Clerk, we would all 

suffer. I thank Helen for her counsel and diligence.  

 

Cllr David Crellin 

Chair- Allendale Parish Council 

June 2020 
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Liz Sandison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report of the Allendale Endowment Trust 2019-2020 

 

A meeting of the trust was held on 11th November 2019 

 

Those present:  N Howard; N Robinson; R Sadler; C Davison; E Sandison. 

 

The trust received 4 letters of thanks from previous recipients of grants. 

 

Richard Sadler reported that there was £7.500 available for distribution to applicants. 

It was agreed that the Trust should seek the advice of an independent financial adviser 

to enable us to seek the best return from the Trust investments. 

 

21 applicants were awarded a grant of £300.00 

4 applicants were awarded a grant of £200.00 

A total of £7,100. 

 

At a further meeting in January 2020 it was agreed that Armstrong Watson Financial 

Planning should act in an advisory capacity to the Trust on the optimum way of managing 

their investments. 



Allendale Parish Reports 2020 

5 
 

 

Allendale Primary School and Community Sports Hall 

Management Committee 

Malcolm Archer, Chair and Community representative 

Phil Vincent, School representative  

Valeria Dunn, School Governor 

Geoff Lee, PC representative 

Brendon Jackson, Sports Club representative 

 

The Governing Body of Allendale Primary School are responsible for the Sports 

Hall but a committee representing various community groups manage the day 

to day running of the facility. The school has the use of the hall during the 

school day but it is available to the general public each evening, at weekends 

and during the school holidays.  

The hall provides the opportunity for a variety of sporting activities for 

members of the community. These include regular sessions of aerobics, 

badminton, judo, gymnastics, football, cricket, and tennis. 

The venue is also used for sports parties and to support events such as the 

Allendale Challenge and the Hexhamshire Hobble.  

The hiring charge of £15 per hour helps subsidise the running of the hall but 

some costs are paid from the school budget. After many years of negotiations 

with NCC, which Malcolm Archer described to the PC in December 2019, the 

matter has finally been brought to a conclusion. Unfortunately, the Governing 

Body has not received the financial support it was promised when the school 

took on the management of the building in 2013.  The “settlement” does 

however include a promise to upgrade the boilers in the Sports Hall which have 

been a constant source of expenditure. There is also the expectation that the 

heating system in the main school building will be entirely replaced.  

Valeria Dunn 
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Report Allendale Village Hall and Recreation Ground 2019-2020 

 

Meetings of the Village Hall Committee and Trustees are held on a monthly basis.  They 

are attended by the majority of the Trustees plus representatives of the various user 

groups. 

 

Matters under discussion include upkeep and repairs to the fabric of the building; 

events to raise finance for the Hall and the general running of a busy, well-used facility 

in Allendale. 

 

We have enjoyed several visits from Theatre companies under the auspices of 

Highlights Rural Touring Scheme which brings professional theatre performances to 

rural locations. 

The Village Hall was extensively used during the Folk Festival and a hard-working team 

provided the catering over the weekend. 

The caterers again swung into action for the ceilidh on New Year’s Eve. 

The Film Club donates any profit it makes to the Village Hall and other regular users 

include the Lunch Club; Tea Dance; Pilates; Zumba; art club; scouts; youth project and 

healthy life. 

 

The Village Hall is also used for annual events such as the Pantomime; the Farmers Ball; 

the Allendale Challenge; Plant Sale and Christmas Fair as well as private parties and 

weddings. This year some of these regular events did not take place. 

 

The AONB are continuing to use office spaces in the Village Hall but will probably not 

be using it after October. 

 

The Recreation ground needs constant attention and insurance for the play area and 

equipment is an ever-present issue and the trustees are very grateful for the financial 

assistance given by the Parish Council. New play equipment for small people has been 

added. Talks are on-going with the Bowls Club and the Parish Council regarding financial 

assistance for the running of their club. 

 

At present the Village Hall is closed due to the Coronavirus pandemic resulting in a loss 

of income but an interim grant has been obtained to help offset running costs. 

 

The cleaner and caretaker are being paid a retainer to secure their services and they 

continue to do basic maintenance and cleaning. 

 

Hopefully it will not be too long before the Hall can re-open and normal service 

resumed. 

 

Liz Sandison 

 
 



Allendale Parish Reports 2020 

7 
 

Allenheads Trust Report 2020 

 

The defibrillator was installed during 2019, is now operational and registered with the 

Ambulance Service.   

The planned refurbishment of the Engine House has been delayed while appropriate 

permissions are sought, amendments suggested by the Allenheads Trust are considered and 

of course the impact of the lockdown. A tree in front of the Engine House was inspected by 

a tree surgeon who identified decay within it and advised it should be felled as coppicing 

was not an option, so unfortunately it was taken down in the interest of public safety. 

The refuse bin installed at the Mill Bridge, north of Ropehaugh is being used effectively. 

Recognition again to David Fakes who continues to maintain the planted areas and cutting 

grass in the village to a very high standard. 

Of course, due to the lockdown, all public facilities in the village are closed, The Hemmel, 

Heritage Centre, Allenheads Inn and public toilets etc. Hopefully normal service will be 

resumed without delay once the pandemic is deemed to have subsided sufficiently.  

David White 
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Arnison Jubilee Almshouses Report  
 
Board of Trustees. 
During the year the following served as members of the Board of Trustees: 
Chairman:          Dr Steve Agar  

                                                 Appointee of West Allen Parish Council  
      Rev Jonathan Russell 

Churchwardens:       Mrs S Brown, Mrs S Wilson. 
Appointee of Allendale Parish Council:          Mr Geoff Lee  
Clerk to the Trustees:         Mr James Brown 
 
In September 2019, Dr Steve Agar was appointed chair, replacing Rev Jon Russell.  
 
During the year there has been an ongoing programme of repair and refurbishment works, in part 
based on the findings of the Quinquennial Inspection carried out in 2018/19.   
Work has been carried out to improve ventilation helping to improve problems of damp. Additional 
heating was also provided. Where necessary repairs were carried out to windows and double-glazing 
units were replaced. 
 
Following the scheduled fire risk assessment new mains smoke detectors had been fitted due to the age of the 
previous detectors (also recommendation from the Quinquennial survey).  
 
Geoff Lee 
29.05.2020 
 
Background historical information (provided by Jim Brown) 
 
The buildings are marked on the ordnance map as Jubilee Cottages and were built in 1887. 
 
On 19 December 1888 they were given by Dr Charles Arnison to the Rev Richard Evan Mason as 
Rector of Allendale and Ridley Nevin and George Dickinson (Churchwardens) (to be known as 
Managers) to be held for ’the use of poor widows or other poor or deserving persons in the Allendale 
Parish.’  Each tenant had to pay the sum of two shillings and sixpence per quarter to be deposited in 
the Savings Bank and to be used by the Managers as a fund for repairs to the cottages. 
 
Up until 1984 they comprised four separate dwellings, each one up and one down, with steep 
narrow stairs, together with four small stone outbuildings, presumably former earth closets. 
 
The Trustees were seeking to improve conditions for years and in 1981 found it possible to negotiate 
for the purchase of adjoining land to the South West. 
 
A complete modernisation scheme was carried out in 1984 and 1985 forming four flats with 
common access.  Each flat comprises Living Room, Bedroom, Bathroom and Kitchen, with full 
heating, insulation, ventilation and all services. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
First registered with the Charity Commission on 16 October 1963 it was on 27 June 1985 that a 
formal governing document was eventually sealed with the Charity Commission.  Registered number 
is 225625.  The objects are laid down as ‘The benefit of the residents in the almshouses of the Charity 
or any of them in such a manner as the Trustees think fit from time to time.’ 
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Cemetery Report for the Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday, 4th June 2020 

Income: £ 5512 

• 4 woodland burial 

• 9 traditional burials 

• 3 headstones 

• 2 burial for ashes 

• 5 re-opening of traditional graves 

• Cemetery recompense 
 

Expenditure: £ 3941.58 

• Grass cutting costs at £1771 

• NCC council tax for Chapel of Rest at £413.36 

• Tree surgery £320 

• Mole clearance £100 

• Finance charges on loan at £394.44 

• Additional cemetery administration £942.78 
 

Previous years: 

     Income £  Expenditure £ 

09/10     3,150   4,260 

10/11     4,100   3,225 

11/12     3,550   3,427 

12/13     4,750   3,288 

13/14     3,350   3,295 

14/15     3,174   4,261 

15/16     1,994   4,199 

16/17     3,194   3,309 

17/18     4, 242   9,257 

18/19     3,174   4,158 

19/20     5,512   3,942 

 

Clerk, Allendale Parish Council 
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Finance Report to the Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday, 4th June 2020 

 

• The Precept for financial year 2019/2020 was £39,910 

• The audit procedure was completed with objectives of internal control being 

achieved once again. 

• Bank balance as at 31st March 2020 is £ 42,695.30 

 

Funds donated to local groups in 2019/2020 

Allendale Mayfair   £250 

Allendale Pre School   £200 

Allendale Sports Club   £500 

Allendale Youth Ambition  £400 

Allenheads Contemporary Arts £100 

Allen Valleys Get Together Group £200 

Broadband for Allen Valleys (B4AV) £300 

Catton Summer Dance Week  £100 

Community Action Northumberland £50 

Deneholme Wood Volunteers £100 

Great North Air Ambulance  £50 

Higher Ground   £200 

Saint Cuthbert’s Church  £400 

Sport Tynedale   £50 

Tynedale Hospice at Home  £50 

Welcome to Allendale & AV  £50 

Total     £3,000 

 

Clerk, Allendale Parish Council 
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Report to Allendale Parish Council AGM 

2nd June 2020. 

 

 Sinderhope Community Centre. 

 

High Forest Committee 

 
The Sinderhope Centre is a much valued community asset and has been well used by local 

groups until the coronavirus pandemic caused the centre to be closed.  

 

These include: 

 

Art, Life Drawing and water colour. 

Craft group. 

Yoga.  

Circle dancing 

Natural Ability 

RSPB courses 

Allen Valley wildlife group 

North Pennines ANOB 

 

Events have included: 

 

Art exhibitions. 

Monthly Bingo nights 

Various music concerts and music nights  

Private parties.  

Annual senior citizen residents meal. 

 

Natural England have run various training courses for farmers and advisers.  

 

It was with great sadness we lost one of the supporters of the centre, Marjorie Anderson. She 

died in March 2020.  

 

We have a hard working and dedicated committee who all contribute to the success of the 

centre.  

 

 

 

  

Cllr. N. Howard 
 

 

 

 


