LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING

	Meeting on:		3rd June 2020
	Meeting at:		Zoom 827 5062 8079
	Meeting time:		7:00 pm
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Allison Davis (AD), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), John Munro (JM), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Weldon (DW). 
	In attendance:		Clerk
	
The meeting opened at 7:27 p.m.
1. Apologies for Absence - None 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk39565335]Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 18 below – None 
3. Declaration of Interests - None 
4. Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5. Community Police Report- The following report has been received from PC Paul Sykes on 04/05/2020:
i.          1st April- Public Order offence- argument in the street between two members of the public.
ii. 5th April – theft from a static caravan parked on a Longframlington farm, cash and farm tools stolen
iii. 6th April – common assault- minor assault between two persons known to each other. Matter resolved following police action.
iv. 26th April – damage to a light switch in an outbuilding situated on a Longframlington farm.
6. County Councillors Report – Cllr Thorne (TT) had as requested submitted a written report. The Strategic Planning Committee had unanimously approved a new leisure centre for Morpeth as the Riverside centre was no longer fit for purpose. This new facility would meet future demands as well as accommodating the library, café, soft play area, fitness suite and adult learning centre. TT was pleased to see the highway improvements in the village were underway and during a period when pubs/restaurants were closed and traffic was light due to the current pandemic. He had received a number of concerns regarding the Rothbury Road Improvements. (see 8 a below).
7. Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the virtual meeting held on 5th May 2020 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such (after the meeting).
Housekeeping Issues.
8. Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Road Improvements.  GF had met with John Hunter (JH), Project Manager from NCC Highways. The main resurfacing of the A697 would take place 29th June – 6th July during which time the road would be closed. Access would be maintained for emergency vehicles, residents and businesses. ‘No parking’ cones would be in place. The resurfacing of the Rothbury Road would commence immediately after. Work had begun on the traffic calming measures. On the Rothbury Road, initially two of the chicanes (one immediately opposite the allotments and the other at West Lane) had been incorrectly marked and the current work was only preparatory to set in place the necessary electrics and did not reflect the final positioning. This had caused some confusion by residents some of whom had reported that the chicanes were in the wrong place. However, there did remain access and safety concerns about the positioning of the chicane below West Lane; it may be better placed on the opposite side of the road. The impact of moving this chicane to the other side of the road may mean that all the remaining ones would have to be moved, as they needed to alternate as to which side of the road they were positioned. GF agreed to speak to JH about this.					        Action: GF
b) Japanese Knotweed – inspection of known areas. GA reported that the church yard was clear but Knogly Way still had to be checked.										       Action: GA GF reported that the A697 was clear. 						
9. Meetings to Attend / Attended - None (other than the meetings with Highways).
10. Finance
a) Receipts in the month were approved.

	14/05/2020
	HMRC
	VAT refund.
	4654.79

	14/05/2020
	LPC
	VAT refund transfer to cemetery
	1944.00

	
	
	TOTAL
	2710.79



b) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments were approved.

	06/05/2020
	Zurich Insurance
	LPC annual insurance premium
	779.06

	06/05/2020
	Gavin Christie
	Grounds Maintenance (March)
	38.00

	06/05/2020
	Gavin Christie
	Grounds Maintenance (April)
	80.00

	06/05/2020
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery)
	-42.00

	22/05/2020
	British Gas
	Electricity Sports court
	9.77

	03/06/2020
	Anglian Water Business
	Water bill
	47.19

	03/06/2020
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Amazon - Printer waste unit
	17.99

	03/06/2020
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Amazon - Printer toner
	31.88

	03/06/2020
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Zoom subscription
	14.39

	03/06/2020
	Peter Basnett Audit Services
	Internal Audit
	200.00

	03/06/2020
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses (May 2020)
	564.75

	03/06/2020
	LPC
	Clerk's wages to cemetery (May)
	-38.10

	03/06/2020
	HMRC
	PAYE May 2020
	132.60

	03/06/2020
	Gavin Christie
	Grounds maintenance (May)
	247.00

	03/06/2020
	Gavin Christie
	Grass cutting (transfer to cemetery)
	-93.00

	
	
	Total
	1989.53


c) Requests for donations. None
d) Bank Reconciliation to 3rd June 2020 was approved.
	Balance per bank
statements
	
	
	
	£

	As at 22 May 2020
	Community account
	
	65381.50

	
	Business Saver
	
	6101.54

	
	
	
	
	71483.04

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	

	Parish Council
	06/03/2020
	Alnwick Playhouse
	50.00
	

	
	03/06/2020
	Anglian Water
	2.05
	

	
	06/05/2020
	Gavin Christie
	38.00
	

	
	06/05/2020
	Gavin Christie
	80.00
	

	
	03/06/2020
	Anglian Water
	47.19
	

	
	03/06/2020
	Garth Rhodes
	17.99
	

	
	03/06/2020
	Garth Rhodes
	31.88
	

	
	03/06/2020
	Garth Rhodes
	14.39
	

	
	03/06/2020
	Peter Basnett
	200.00
	

	
	03/06/2020
	G Rhodes
	564.75
	

	
	03/06/2020
	HMRC
	132.60
	

	
	03/06/2020
	G Christie
	247.00
	

	
	
	
	
	1425.85

	Uncredited Deposits
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	12/05/2020
	B/burn & H/hurst PC
	238.00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Council
	
	
	
	

	
	06/03/2020
	C Brennan
	19.01
	

	
	06/03/2020
	B Weallans
	10.00
	

	
	06/03/2020
	B Weallans
	10.00
	

	
	30/04/2020
	Brian Conway
	9.01
	

	
	30/04/2020
	Mary Hipwell
	10.00
	

	
	30/04/2020
	B Weallans
	9.01
	

	
	
	
	
	305.03

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	70362.22

	Balance per cash book
	PC
	
	
	58446.16

	
	Cemetery
	
	
	11916.06

	
	
	
	
	70362.22


e) To agree Reserves 2020-21. The following reserves were approved for inclusion in the AGAR Explanation of Variances:
	RESERVES 2020/21
	

	Cemetery Contingency
	

	New Extension (seeding & planting, consecration
etc) 84.13% of £4000
	3365.00

	PC Contingency
	

	Car Park North End
	15000.00

	Playground Equipment
	5000.00

	Sports Equipment
	2500.00

	Repairs to Tank Turn
	  5000.00

	Reserves Proposed
	30865.00

	
	


f) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2019/20
i) [bookmark: _Hlk42509957]To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor. The auditor had reported that he was satisfied that ‘the robust systems of financial and administrative management continue to operate effectively and efficiently (and) provide a sound audit trail and that the summary account presents fairly the receipts and payments of Longframlington Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2020.’ The PC approved the Annual Statement of Control which would be signed by the Chair and Clerk at a convenient time after the meeting.													 Action: Clerk
ii) [bookmark: _Hlk42510109]Annual Governance Accountability Return Sections 1 - Annual Governance Statement was approved. To be signed by the Chair and Clerk at a convenient time after the meeting.
iii) Annual Governance Accountability Return Section 2 – Accounting Statements which were restated for 2019 and adjusted for 2020 to take account of the requirement of the auditor to amend figures for a revised method of presentation of staffing costs and the exclusion of the Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Parish Council’s element of the JBC accounts, were approved. To be signed by the Chair and Clerk at a convenient time after the meeting.   Action: Clerk
iv) Final End of Year Bank Reconciliation amended to take into account the Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst JBC element of the budget was approved for submission with the AGAR.					   Action: Clerk
v) [bookmark: _Hlk42519556]The period for the Exercise of Public Rights was agreed: Monday 15 June 2020 to Friday 24 July 2020. The notice and AGAR to be posted on the parish noticeboard and webpage from Friday 12th June.		             Action: Clerk/DW
The members thanked the Clerk for the additional work required in preparing the end of year accounts/AGAR. GF believed that it was a good sign that no issues were identified in the final Internal Audit and hopefully this would bode well for the External Audit.
vi) Bank Interest Rate. Barclays had informed the PC that the bank interest rate on the saving account would reduce on 24 July from 0.1% to 0.01% on savings less than £100,000.
11. Village Activities – Some children would be going back to School from Monday 8th June and there would therefore be increased traffic and possibly congestion around the bust stops at the east end of the Rothbury Road.
12. Allotments
a) Management - None
b) Maintenance
i. The removal of waste from the area adjacent plot 7b may need to be delayed as the tenant of 7b had now planted the plot. JM was to meet with the contractor and plot holder to agree a work schedule.		       Action: JM
ii. There had been a polite complaint from the residents of the Croft that allotment tenants were accessing the water tap by putting the hose through the hedge. JM has spoken to the relevant people.
iii. Broken tap has been repaired.
iv. The tap over the water tank. A white house appears to be permanently attached to the tap which is in the ‘On’ position and dripping.									       Action: JM
13. King George V Playing Field including:
a) Sports Court & Playground inspection report prior to RoSPA inspection June 2020. DW/GF have repaired the light standard. DW had repaired the perimeter board around the swings and raked over the chippings. He had also installed more support stakes on the perimeter boards around the mini-slide. GF had replaced the basketball nets. The general condition of the areas appeared much the same as at the last inspection.
b) Bark chippings needed to be topped up once suppliers were fully operational.
c) 5 young people had gained access to the sports court. The lock at the bottom gate was missing. A temporary lock was in place.  GF to purchase a replacement.								        Action: GF





14. Planning
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.

	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position

	19/04340/VARY CO
	Land South of Ashlea.
Alteration to proposed access
	Granted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	19/04531/FUL
	Land North of Fairfields - 47 residential dwellings
	Registered Awaiting
decision
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	20/00469/FUL
	Land North East of Springfield Low Town Farm
Erection of 2 holiday cottages
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	20/00923/FUL
	Land South of The Paddock –
Erection of four houses
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	[bookmark: _Hlk42514383]20/01450/FUL
	Land South of Victoria Cottage – 1 house + vehicular
and pedestrian access
	Registered
	No objection

	Key : Items in grey new or changed since last meeting



20/01450/FUL: Land South of Victoria Cottage – Basically an infill development. No planning grounds to make an objection.  ‘No Objection’ proposed DW, Seconded GN, all in favour.
Tree Preservation Order - trees to the north of Embleton Hall. Steve Buckley had agreed to undertake the preparatory work for a TPO application. GA suggested that the trees on the ‘old school field’ area should be subject to a TPO. There were possibly other trees that could also be included in a TPO. Members were asked to look and consider trees that could be included.  Agreed, this issue to be included in the neighbourhood Plan.                               	                	                Action: ALL/AD
15. Action Plan – June 2020
a) Review this action plan in light of community feedback – No feedback had been received on this matter. The Action Plan would be reviewed again in December 2020
b) Allotments inspection. JM agreed to do this.		    					       Action: JM
c) Village Inspection – check hedges, trees and weeds for report to NCC.  Members were asked to check their areas.	        												        Action: All
d) Pension Auto-enrolment. In-hand								   Action: Clerk
Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion.
16. Neighbourhood Plan including:
a) Update of Terms of Reference of the Sub-committee were agreed. Proposed: DL, Seconded: GN, all inf favour
b) Stage 1 Report had been received back from the Planning consultant which had been contextualised to fit with the Local Plan and the National perspective. The next consultation process was under consideration which was somewhat problematic under the current restrictions. Discussion included the possibility of using timetabled appointments at the Memorial Hall and/or by telephone. Stage 1 Report to be circulated to members. 			       Action: AD
17. Covid-19 Related Issues. A large of amount of communication still being received relating to the pandemic. All important information had been forwarded to members. Main activity for volunteers continued to be prescriptions collection. It was acknowledged that local businesses had supported the village extremely well cutting down the need for much volunteer support. It was wonderful to see the village community working so well together. There had been a few irresponsible people who had not fully adhered to social distancing. There had been at least one instance of fly tipping during the epidemic and members were asked to be vigilant. There appeared to be an increase of commercial vehicles and a number of large vehicles contravening rules concerning controlled roads. DW reported that youth workers were receiving training to support young people to come to times with life as the lockdown was relaxed.
18. Any Urgent Business None
19. Date of Next Meeting:	 Wednesday, 1st July at 7.00 p.m. Venue to be confirmed, subject to status of restrictions on public gatherings during the period of relaxation. 

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB. E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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