
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

Draft Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 
Held on Monday 22nd June at 7pm – a virtual meeting via ZOOM 

 
Present: Councillor Mark Mather (Chair) & Angus Murray (Vice-Chair). Councillors: Caroline Cumming, Robert 
Donkin (via phone), Mark Napier, Tom Armstrong, Mark Trotter, Anthony Murray, Joyce Robertson 
 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (Clerk), Ian Smith (Press), 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

 
Cllr Kevan Curry & PC Ritchie 
The Chair addressed the meeting regarding Cllr Currys absence and noted his hope that he was on the road 
to a speedy recovery and the meeting agreed looking forward to seeing him soon. 

      
2. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION  

 
The Trustees of the Archbold Trust wished to raise concerns to the WPC over a letter received from GGT in 
repaying the loan between the two Trusts. The concern being over a paragraph “…..also re-affirm the Trust’s 
commitment to supporting young people in our community via the Wooler Young People’s Association  
And other projects for as long as is appropriate.” The Council agreed that they would be very concerned if the 
Wooler Drop-in Centre was closed, the Clerk was asked to write to the GGT to voice this concern. 
  

3. AGAR Forms 
 

The PC & RFO presented the AGAR forms for the meeting to approve the signing by the Chair and 
PC. All agreed and the forms were duly signed. 
 

4. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Mark Napier item 6 & 11 & Cllr Angus Murray item 11 
 

5.  LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 
 

Report received via email from PC Ritchie 
 

1/ Threats made by an out of town  building contractor – Matter resolved to the satisfaction of all parties 
2/  Public order offences x 2 following an incident in the town centre. Offender arrested and dealt with. 
3/ Harassment- Male arrested following an allegation of harassment. Enqs ongoing. 
4/ Malicious comms - Male advised re sending unwanted messages to a female.   
5/ Theft of copper from an address in the town. Crime finalised. 
6/ Damage to a window at the old school. Crime finalised. 

 
It was also noted that another dog attack on a lamb had occurred in a filed on Fowberry Moor. 
   

6. CORONAVIRUS – Covid 19       REVIEW & DISCUSSION 
 

 Current Community Task Force update 
 
The Chair reported that the food parcels via Age Uk had now stopped although some items are still 
available and funding is in place to provide food support. The WPC had been awarded a grant of £2k 
from Northumbria Police, suicide prevention team. GP’s delivery service is still busy with deliveries 
over 400 miles again in the last 4 weeks. 
 
Cllrs Ant Murray, Joyce Robertson and Caroline Cumming had contacted volunteers and registered 
parishoners and reported a positive response from all. A few volunteers had withdrawn as now 
returning to work.  
 
Cllr Mather reported on a contact that had been made by Newcastle BS regarding a trial of a new App 
that is designed to continue support going forward. 
An update from the GGT on the food bank was presented and the meeting was pleased to note that 
plenty of food was available and a campaign of information regarding availability had been 



 

 

undertaken. The PC can also be contacted if people are worried about direct contact with the 
foodbank and discreet deliveries can be arranged. 
 

 What Next? 
 
Puzzle books & cross-stitch packs have been purchased in order to put together craft packs for 
distribution, any new ideas would be welcomed. It is planned to start with those registered and then 
roll out as necessary. 
The meeting noted that talking to people is very important and perhaps more contact should be made. 
 

7. PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 
 
To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 25th May 2020  
 
The Parish Council read through the minutes.   

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 25/5/20 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.              
Cllr Ang Murray proposed the minutes and Cllr Robertson seconded them.  The Chair signed the 
minutes. 

 
8. MATTERS ARISING        REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

 
To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council –  
 
Cllr Tom Armstrong asked to be added to the School Field Site Committee. 
 

9. PARISH REPORT         UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Bus Station Toilets; The toilets are open as of the 22nd June following a meeting with NCC and new 
procedures and information installed. The toilets are to be locked overnight with Cllr Donkin opening 
them at 8am and the cleaner closing at 6.30pm. The cleaner has been provided with PPE and is to 
clean the toilets three times a day (2 wipe downs and 1 deep clean). 
The meeting was also informed that Terry Harkins (NEAT Team) was retiring in a few weeks and 
would be greatly missed as he had been a huge support to the WPC. He had been given a list of 
works outstanding and will report back. 
 

 Revised quotes for the removal of trees on the Riverbank at South Road were presented to the 
meeting. Both allowed for the wood to be taken to the log bank (who expressed their gratitude for the 
donation) and the chippings are to go to the School Field Site where some will be used by the 
allotments. Quote 1 £2925, Quote 2 £2530. Cllr Armstrong proposed acceptance of the lower quote 
and Cllr Napier seconded. All agreed. The Chair expressed his thanks to all the companies that 
tendered and noted the time taken to prepare the quotes. The meeting was also informed that Mr 
Allen of South Road had offered to donate 2 additional round benches to the site as it was proving 
very popular with families. A request had been made to NCC regarding re-installing the zig-zags 
outside the Fire station as parking may become an issue. Cllr Ang Murray is to look into cost of 
benches to ensure in keeping and Cllr Donkin to provide cost of base.  
 

 Tory Tree Site Quotations 
Only received one quote £2970. Cllr Ang Murray reported that he had met one of the contractors on 
site and that concerns were raised over the depth of the tree survey. The Clerk is to request a re-visit 
from the author of the report to mark trees and complete report once ivy has been removed. 
Insurance will not cover this cost and concerns were raised over the work required at this site going 
forward. It was agreed the contractor was to be instructed and NCC approached to discuss any 
possible funding options. 
 

 Fountain Site – This site is now nearing completion with the benches in place and the grass area 
extended. The bollards are to be installed next week. The meeting agreed the area looked lovely. All 
planters have now been identified and included within the PC insurance. 1 noticeboard still to be 
installed and 1 noticeboard to be installed on South Road. It was felt that a further Cherry Tree should 
be purchased and planted to “even” the site and return to its previous state – all agreed. 

 

 High Street 
NCC had sent email regarding the High Street and possible options to allow 2m social distancing 
when shops re-open. One suggestion had been to remove on street parking and after consulting with 
retailers association, this option was declined. With the help of Ruth Bendell, a reduction in the speed 



 

 

limit has been imposed, extra signage regarding the 2m rule and also all street furniture to be 
removed. (A frames and tables and chairs) The WPC recognise this is a fluid situation and may 
change again. It was noted that problems arise when pedestrians have stopped to chat, but otherwise 
the High Street is operating well under the current situation. NCC have raised concerns if visitor 
numbers increase during the summer months but recognise at present most visitors are walking 
rather than shopping. 
 

 COOP Fund 
An application has been made to this fund for money towards the new Scotts Park Inclusive play 
equipment project. 
 

 First School Site 
Once again no reply had been received to emails sent. 
 

 Additional Bins 
NCC have agreed to a bin being placed at the Haugh Head Ford but cannot empty a bin on the 
footpath behind Mike Hopes. Ncc raised an issue over the amount of litter in the bins on South Road 
and the meeting agreed to purchase 2 new bins for the Haugh Head and South Road areas. 
Proposed Cllr Armstrong, seconded Cllr Cumming. 
 
The meeting was also informed of concerns relating to the diversion signs which NCC have now 
addressed. 
 

 
10. WOOLER COMMUNITY WORKSHOP (previously MIS)   DISCUSSION & DECISION 

 
Cllr Donkin gave update on meetings that had been held with this community group. Cllr Donkin has agreed to 
become Chairman and monitor current situation and start producing a plan to ensure the groups long term 
survival and its ability to be self-sufficient. Discussion followed regarding funding of Clerk to give time to 
produce reports and help develop the group and it was agreed that £500 funding from the Suicide prevention 
grant could be made available as this was a strong feature of the Workshops ethos. Cllr Mather proposed Cllr 
Cumming seconded, one abstention, all others agreed. 
 

11. SCHOOL FARM FIELD SITE      DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Community Orchard – The Chair thanked all that attended a meeting at the Orchard Site and made 
note that a plan had now been received from Aspire. The area is now fenced and it is now easier to 
visualise the area that is to be planted. This can now be handed back to the smaller committee to 
start developing. 

 Variations to plots - requests  
2 requests for variations to the agreed allotment plan had been received. The meeting agreed the 
structures were acceptable but one had requested a variation to siting within the plot and this was not 
agreed. 
Wild Flower Border – Cllr Ang Murray confirmed that the cost of populating a 5m wide strip along the 
border of the houses and the field would be £360. 

 Community Building – Cllr Mather proposed the Archbold Trust funds could potentially be used to 
install a community building which would then provide funds going forward to allow grants to continue. 
The School Farm Field committee is to look into this option. 
 

  
12. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT      REPORT & DECISION 

 
Nothing of note to report  
 

13. SCOTTS PARK/BRYONS PARK      UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Play parks – NCC have advised currently to stay closed with no date yet to re-open. Nothing has 
been received regarding the transfer of Brysons Park, the new NCC Green Spaces Manager is to 
investigate further. He meeting agreed that the RoSPA report should be sent to NCC and nothing 
should be accepted until works have been completed.  

 RoSPA Reports/Work required – Discussion followed over the reports received and the meeting 
agreed that Landscapers were to be invited to quote for the work required. It was felt that some of the 
repair work was as a direct result of heavy use of weed killers by NCC. The skatepark needs 
repainting and it was noted that sadly it had been victim to a lot of graffiti. Quotes are to be obtained 
for the re-painting of the equipment.  



 

 

 
 

14. PLANNING MATTERS             DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 None received 
 

 
15. PLANNING DECISIONS        UPDATE & DECISION  

 

 Erection of 1 No. 11/2 storey residential unit with single garage and parking all within curtilage of 
existing grounds. 18 Cheviot Street, Wooler, NE71 6LN - GRANTED 

 Reserved matters application relating to 17/00157/OUT for access, appearance, landscaping, layout 
and scale. Land North of Tilesheds Farm , Wooler – GRANTED 

 Removal of defective conservatory and construction of flat roof orangery extension. 1 Ryecroft Way, 
Wooler - GRANTED 

 
16. OUTSIDE BODIES      REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 

 

 None 
 

17. COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Cllr Cumming had been approached over dogs “watering” on High Street. The meeting agreed that 
the WPC cannot do anything about this as not an offence. 

 Cllr Armstrong reported that some of the trees in Brysons Park were over-hanging gardens. The 
meeting agreed the NCC tree officer was to be emailed and informed of the problem. 

 Cllr Mather confirmed that NCC had been informed of the overhanging trees over the path between 
Church St and South Road. 

 Cllr Armstrong raised the issue of Ramseys Lane parking as his car had suffered a minor collision 
with two cars trying to pass. The Clerk is to email Neil Snowden and NCC Highways to report the 
problem again and ask for a full report to be carried out. Ruth Bendell of NCC is to be copied in to this 
email. 

 Cllr Napier reported broken rails at the haugh head ford bridge, Neil Snowden to be advised. 
 

 
18. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 27th July 2020 at 7pm. 
 

19. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

 
20. FINANCE - Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 

 
 

NCC May payroll 577.96 Transfer 

RoSPA Playsafety Ltd – report on parks 280.20 Transfer 

EE – Clerks phone May & June 20 2 x 14.71 Direct Debit 

   

   

   

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments – the Parish Council agreed the payments and the Chair signed the invoices to 
authorise payment by clerk. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… 
 


