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LOCAL GREEN SPACES 

THIRSTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

A number of spaces were put forward by the local community, including areas 

of countryside around the village, and areas of woodland.  However, some of 

these spaces did not meet the tests set out in the NPPF.  After careful 

consideration, the Steering Group have identified two Local Green Spaces that 

meet the criteria set out in Paragraph 100 of the NPPF and these are described 

below: 

1. LOCAL GREEN SPACE – ESHOTT VILLAGE GREEN 

 

Figure 1: Extract from policies map showing LGS in Eshott 
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This informal grassed area is located in the centre of Eshott Village with a safe no-thro road 

to one side and trees and shrubs on the remaining three sides.  There are no other 

designations on this site, and it is owned and managed byEshott Shared Services which is 

the Management Company owned by the residents of Eshott.  

The ‘Village Green’ in Eshott is owned by the Management Company and therefore owned 

collectively by the residents.  The residents have been keen to keep this community green 

space and did look to apply for village green status a few years ago but did not pursue.  They 

are keen for this to remain an open area for community enjoyment and engagement. 

The residents have made it a local space where they host village events - Social gatherings 

e.g. BBQs, annual litter pick and children to safely play.  It has recreational value and despite 

not having a vast amount of wildlife it is visited by the occasional red squirrel when the area 

is quiet.  

The land does not have any planning permissions relating to it.  It is not in green belt or have 

any historic environmental designations.   

 

Figure 2:  Local Green Space in Eshott with seating area and play equipment 

The proposed Local Green Space meets the tests set out in the NPPF: 

→ It is reasonably close to the proximity of the community it serves; 

→ It is demonstrably special to the local community and holds particular significance 

for its recreational value and as a meeting space in the village 
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→ It is local in character, and is not an extensive tract of land 

 

Figure 3:  Village gathering on village green 
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2. LOCAL GREEN SPACE – THE PETH, WEST THIRSTON 

 

Figure 4: Extract from map for LGS in West Thirston 

This tree covered bank is located in West Thirston and is part of the entrance to both West Thirston 

Village and the stretch of road that runs down to the Coquet River.  The site is owned by 

Northumberland County Council and they have no objections to this site being designated as green 

space.   
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The site is part of the Conservation Area of West Thirston and as such has some protection however 

the residents see this site as an integral part of the beauty of the village adding character and 

greenery to the area and it is also a haven for wildlife.  A site further down the road is under private 

ownership and the residents have battled hard to keep this as untouched as possible, protecting the 

existing trees and landscape and this is also supported by the neighbouring parish where residents 

benefit from looking out over these sites.  

The land does not have any planning permissions relating to it.  It is not in green belt or have any 

historic environmental designations.   

 

Figure 5:  Local green space as seen from the Peth 

 

 

Figure 6:  Local green space with access steps 
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This proposed Local Green Space meets the tests set out in the NPPF: 

→ It is reasonably close to the proximity of the community it serves, being in the heart 

of the village of West Thirston; 

→ It is demonstrably special to the local community and holds particular significance 

for its recreational value and for its wildlife in the middle of the village.  It also 

provides a buffer to the SSSI area to the west; 

→ It is local in character, and is not an extensive tract of land 

 

 

 

 

 


