


Minutes of ordinary meeting of Warden Parish Council held in Newbrough Town Hall on Monday 2nd March 2020 commencing at 7.00pm

Those Present: Cllrs SJ Heminsley (Chairman), WJ Foot, RM Tindall, S Robson, G Charlton, M Kendrew, D Bowman, 
D Liddle, R Gibson (County Cllr), C Miller (Clerk), three members of the public

2020/21	Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence.

2020/22	Declaration of Interests
Cllr’s SJ Heminsley, S Robson and R Gibson declared an interest in Railway Inn.
Cllr G Charlton declared in interest in allotments.

2020/23	Opportunity for members of the public to raise any matter
· Crates in front of the parish noticeboard had now been moved and the front cleaned, however there had been little impact with cleansing the interior surface.  Information publicising the Agenda and Minutes had been inserted, and a parishioner had suggested pictures of Cllrs and contact details be displayed, subject to Cllr approval, which would encourage interest in the community, along with a map of the parish.   Email addresses specifically for Parish Council business could be set up by individual Parish Cllrs if desired.  ACTION: Cllr D Liddle to look into alternative cleansing product for inside of board; Cllr SJ Heminsley to display map and Cllr information on board.
· Parishioner had concerns about litter in layby to the West of Warden level crossing, and it was resolved a bin would be beneficial. ACTION: Clerk to seek permission and costs for a structure from County Council.                    

2020/24	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 6th January 2020
The minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 6th January 2020 were accepted as a true record.

2020/25	Action Points and Matters arising  from previous meeting held on Monday 6th January 2020 (not on agenda)
· Action Points from previous meeting had included Cllr RM Tindall devising an annual financial statement regarding allotments, however Clerk would produce year-end figures. ACTION: Information to be included in annual 
year-end financial statements produced by Clerk.
· Group had initially met to discuss Northumberland Day event.
· Northumbria Police had confirmed they were not currently carrying out training in the use of hand-held speed monitoring equipment, at least until their current review had been completed - four volunteers had confirmed interest in future training.
· Joint meeting with Newbrough had not occurred.  ACTION: Clerk to re-contact Newbrough PC Clerk.
· Cllr S Robson had made reference to Railway Inn planning inspectorate appeal in Stanegate publication.

2020/26	Allotments
Two vacant plots had been filled, with Cllr RM Tindall arranging a site visit with one tenant who had been warned about possible danger with the well adjacent to their plot.  The entire site was presently in good condition.    

2020/27	Litter pick
Great British Spring Clean initiative taking place in March/early April, and it was resolved a pick would be organised for 
5/4/20. ACTION: Clerk to arrange loan of litter picking equipment through County Council; Cllr G Charlton to confirm 
event with Great British Spring Clean initiative.

2020/28	Roads/footpaths
2020/28/01	Progress regarding the reduction in speeding traffic through the villages
Flashing speed signage at East Fourstones would cost in the region of £2,000, however County Cllr was taking action to 
replace the broken structure.  Upgrading works at Kiln Cottages had been carried out and the metal railings where 
window is lowered had been taken down and a hole currently left with no warning signage placed. 
ACTION: Cllr SJ Heminsley to contact householder regarding concerns for pedestrians. 

2020/28/02	Request for litter bin, layby to west of Warden level crossing
Discussed earlier.

2020/29	Correspondence: CPRE newsletter
· CPRE newsletter
· County Council, Public Spaces Protection Orders, Alcohol consumption in designated public spaces – notice of consultation, it was agreed there were currently no public areas with problems associated with alcohol consumption in the parish.

2020/30	Planning 
2020/30/01	Planning Applications received:
No planning applications had been received.

2020/30/02	Notice of Planning application being approved:
No notice of planning approval had been received.

2020/31	Reports – Town Hall;  Sportsfield Association; Northumberland County Council 
· County Council were to revert back to using Windows software as opposed to Google; trees to be distributed to each household in the county and Parish Council could suggest areas for planting as it may not be suitable for all properties; the letter forwarded to housholders at Jubilee Cottages regarding inconsiderate parking had led to improvements; £15milllion funding over two years for C and U road maintenance had been secured; flooding underneath railway by Boathouse Inn had occurred with gullies cleaned, however problems had continued which had been due to part of a pipe being smaller than the rest; footpath upgrading machinery had been purchased by County Council – Cllr SJ Heminsley reported problems with moss and weeds encroaching on footpath from East Fourstones entrance to Broadacres and from other side of crossroads, past garage and to  school; Inspector had assessed children’s services as good across the board. 
ACTION: Cllr R Gibson to request further information regarding footpath maintenance machinery.
· Town Hall bunkhouse still busy; pre-application had been submitted for chimney works; VE Day celebration planned with school to be approached for suggestions; Committee involved with Climate Change group who were interested in Woodland projects and hoping to encourage local landowners as regards tree planting.

2020/32	Financial Matters
2020/32/01	Payments: C Miller – January, February Salary £311.61 & expenses £35.97; HMRC £40.60. S Heminsley – reimbursement for noticeboard materials - £36.00; YoungsRPC – annual rent for allotment land - £200.00 – it was resolved to authorise payments.  

2020/32/02	Financial Planning for 2020-2021
There would be an underspend 2019-2020 of £1225 against forecast, thought should be put into how additional funds could be utilised in the parish, and it could be of benefit if electors were consulted on what they wished to see.  A piece of land for community use could be acquired by the Parish Council.  The Climate Change Group were looking at different projects, such as a cyclepath, and areas to plant trees which would require funding.  Tourism/signage also an area that would benefit from funding, along with the Town Hall public convenience.  
ACTION: Suggestions to be discussed at next meeting.    

2020/32/03	Request for Grant Newbrough Town Hall towards work to chimney stack; electric panel heaters or main hall floor 
Works required to chimney stack, electric panel heaters and main hall floor, with chimney works the most urgent at an anticipated cost in the region of £800.  Cllr RM Tindall proposed granting £800 with estimate and invoice to be provided from Committee in due course, Cllr D Liddle seconded, all in agreement.          

[bookmark: _Hlk33098048]2020/32/04	Request for Grant, St Michaels Warden for grounds maintenance 
Confirmation had been received that two churchyards cost approximately £2500/annum for grounds maintenance which meets the regular maintenance, purchase and servicing of machinery and work to walls and trees, with a considerable amount of work contributed freely.  It was therefore resolved to authorise a grant for £950, and request copy invoices be supplied in due course. 

2020/32/05	To receive acknowledgement of grant from:
Sport Tynedale; Community Action Northumberland; Tynedale Hospice at Home; Citizens Advice Bureau and Core Music.

2020/32/06	Update on costs of repair to the Millennium Beacon
Cllr D Bowman advised the beacon could be repaired with existing pole which would entail installation of a concrete block.  Suggestions discussed, with girder right into ground the most permanent option which would link into the Ellen Wheel. It was resolved prices would be obtained for the structure, along with a cage for the gas.  ACTION: Cllr D Bowman to request quotation.  

2020/33	Parish Council noticeboard at garage: update on consultation and progress made
Discussed earlier

2020/34	The Railway Inn: Update on  planning appeal
Planning Inspectorate appeal scheduled for 17/3/20 at 10am, and parishioners should be encouraged to attend. 
ACTION: Cllr RM Tindall to include details in the village notes in the Hexham Courant

2020/35	Review of Internal Auditor/Internal Controls; Asset Register; Risk Assessment and Insurance Policy
It was agreed Clerk would arrange internal audit for year ending 31/3/20 with last year’s auditor, Mr D Metcalfe.  The present system of internal control was agreed as sufficient for the needs of Warden Parish Council – payments were only authorised at Parish Council meetings/the most recent up-to-date financial accounts were circulated before each meeting.  Asset Register was reviewed and agreed as accurate further to purchase date of picnic table at beacon being amended to 2018.  The Risk Assessment was reviewed and agreed as acceptable further to amendment to state two signatories required for payments, as opposed to two Cllrs and the Clerk, and public liability typo to be amended to £10million, which was included in insurance policy along with standard Parish Council liability requirements.    

2020/36	Flooding – modelling improvements across the Tyne Valley
River had been above danger levels at Warden in recent adverse weather but other than flooding under Warden Bridge no major flooding had been reported. ACTION: Cllr Heminsley to request report from local flood warden

2020/37	2020 Northumberland Day: plans for 24/5/20 event and costs
It was proposed, and agreed that £150 be granted towards the event.
 
2020/38	Climate Change Group – to approve PC financial contribution and position statement
The group were a long-term evolving initiative, and a financial request could be received in the future.

2020/39	Northumberland Association of Local Councils – Member Council Survey Anti-Social Behaviour and Petty Crime
NALC were hoping to arrange a future meeting with the Police/Crime Commissioner regarding anti-social behavior/petty crime. ACTION: Clerk to complete on-line questionnaire.

2020/40	Communications – to confirm actions from this meeting
	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Allotments
	Clerk to produce annual statement of income 
and expenditure relating to allotments.

	Noticeboard
	Cllr D Liddle to organise cleaning product for inside of 
board; Cllr SJ Heminsley to display Cllr details and map of 
parish in board.

	Bin West of level crossing
	Clerk to seek permission and costs for structure.

	Joint meeting with Newbrough PC
	Informal meeting to be arranged with Cllr SJ Heminsley to 
contact Chair and Clerk to contact NPC Clerk

	Litter picking
	Clerk to arrange loan of equipment for 5/4/20; Cllr G 
Charlton to confirm event with Great British Spring Clean 
Initiative

	Speed signage, East Fourstones
	County Cllr R Gibson to arrange replacement equipment

	Kiln Cottages, dangerous hole in footpath
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to speak to house owner

	Footpath repair machinery
	County Cllr R Gibson to seek further information regarding machinery

	Beacon
	D Bowman to request quotation for replacement 

	Flooding
	Cllr Heminsley to request update from flood warden

	NALC Questionnaire on Anti-Social Behaviour and Petty Crime
	Clerk to complete on-line survey



2020/41	Date and Time of Next Meeting (Monday 4th May 2020)
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 4th May 2020 after the Annual Parish Meeting commencing at 7pm in Newbrough Town Hall.

[image: C:\Users\Steven\Downloads\imageedit_4_3227143786.gif]Claire Miller, Clerk to Warden Parish Council

The meeting closed at 9pm.
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