
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Tuesday 14th January 2020 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs Pescod, Gilfillan, Smith, Pigg and Marshall, 25 residents (in part) and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
Cllr Pescod welcomed everyone to the meeting and acknowledging residents were in attendance with regards the issue of dogs on the village green, asked for comments.

Many residents raised their concerns both for and against the total banning of dogs on the green. Some felt the green was an ideal area to train dogs due to the layout and fencing which wasn’t available in other parts of the village. Others remarked that children could be intimidated by dogs and also the problem of dog fouling. Cllr Pescod recognised that most dog owners were responsible in picking up after their pets and although the dog warden monitors on a regular basis, evidence was needed. The Council frequently inspect areas for dog fouling and accept some times of the year are worse than others but enforcement is an issue and there are limits to what the Parish Council can do with regards to policing.  It was suggested that dog owners themselves are probably in the best position to report dog fouling and ask people to pick up after their pets.

Cllr Pescod admitted that the Parish Councils suggestion of fencing off the children’s play area was not a popular one. As well as obvious difficulties such as reducing available space for events such as the fete; bbq and for grass cutting, a fence would be expensive. Response to the newsletters had not been large so it was difficult to justify using a significant portion of the budget for a fence which was likely unwelcome. 


Cllr Pescod asked those present who were dog owners, if they had any objections to putting dogs on leads when children were present on the green and if together with strict rules for picking up faeces the position could be monitored over the next 12 months. No one put forward an objection except for the length of time proposed to monitor. Cllr Pigg advised that this would cover all seasons especially summer when children were more likely to use the play equipment. 
A resident suggested people could sign up to the “Dog Walking Code” which was compiled by the kennel club and the Clerk mentioned that NCC ran a “Green Dog Scheme” which needed further investigation.


Cllr Pescod informed the residents that the Cllrs will make a decision tonight and that they all accept there are strong views on both sides of the argument.

The meeting then moved on to a resident asking about the position with regards new play equipment. Both Cllrs Pescod and Gilfillan confirmed that whilst there is scope for development, probably for young children, until specific proposals are put forward to the Parish Council, the Cllrs could not make any commitment. Cllr Gilfillan reminded the meeting that as Ovington was a small parish and did not have the necessary funds for much equipment, funds would have to be sourced from elsewhere. Cllr Pescod said the starting point would be to ask what the village wants. A resident wondered if funds could be available from County Cllr Quinn – this could be an option. Another resident asked if the owner of the village green had been approached for approval for new play equipment but Cllr Pescod will not speak to him until there is a definite proposal. 

The Parish Council was asked to report that the dog bins had not been emptied recently which the Clerk will follow up.
24 residents left the meeting at 8.00pm
1917:  Apologies for Absence: County Cllr Quinn had forwarded her apologies.
1918: To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting held on 12th November 2019: Having previously been circulated, the minutes were approved and signed.

1919: County Councillors report: Unfortunately, County Cllr Quinn had not submitted a report.
1920: Matters Arising.  
i) Granite Setts: NCC had not given the Clerk any updates.
ii) Traffic issues: Cllr Pigg thought speeding in general had reduced due to the number of cars parked in the village and once the granite setts are installed, should further reduce speeding. Cllr Pescod reminded the meeting that a second request had been received to have bus stop markings at the stop by the Old School House. Due to recent building work there had been some instances when buses could not stop by the sign but having contacted the residents in the area, it was agreed that this had only been a temporary problem and that it was not necessary to have markings placed. Again, the Clerk was still waiting for an update for the agreed markings at the bus stop opposite Winships.

iii) Tree survey: Cllr Smith had purchased laminated copies of the plans drafted by A Rigg Surveys Ltd. He suggested a short report be given by the Tree surveyor at the proposed meeting on 25th February which will be held with a view to including as many people as possible. Cllr Gilfillan confirmed that the Community Group hold their AGM tomorrow (15th) and would have a further meeting before the 25th so should be able to help. Cllr Pescod suggested a display of village photos/archives may attract more residents and also include more information regarding the village green and environment. This was agreed. 
1921: Planning Applications: 19/03290/FUL – Eastcot – single storey rear extension –

          Granted
          19/04853/FUL – 8 The Green ​– proposed single storey side extension. Cllr Smith advised although the extension would be quite near to the neighbouring property it should not impact on outlook or light. He had spoken to the neighbours who had no concerns and he therefore proposed that the Council have no objections. This was agreed.
1922: Expenditure authorisation:            

          Ovington Social Club – room hire 14 January


£12.00
          M Davenport (Sal & exp Oct - Dec)



£298.16
          A Rigg (laminated copies of tree survey maps)


£116.00
          P Pescod (photocopying newsletter)



£20.00

          H Gilfillan (signs for playing field)



£17.99
1923:  To consider precept/budget for 2020-2021: The Clerk had circulated updated details of expenditure/income to date (including the above). Most planned expenditure would stay much the same (clerks’ salary, Burial Board precept, insurance and regular village maintenance) and these alone together with membership subscriptions and web hosting accounted for about 75% of the annual budget so there was relatively little surplus taking into contingencies.  However, Cllr Pescod proposed that as it was not anticipated there would be unforeseen expenditure in the coming year and as there was funds available, the precept remain at £6,000.  This was unanimously agreed. 
1924: To consider introducing a dog ban on the playing field: The Cllrs acknowledged this was a difficult decision to make and it would be impossible to please everyone. However, Cllr Pescod hoped some acceptable proposal could be made. Although over the years there had been no reported instances of children being intimidated by dogs, it was nevertheless, a possibility. It was also accepted that banning dogs would not automatically remove risk of faeces as cats likely used the field too. Cllr Gilfillan was concerned that an outright ban would not be good for community spirit. Cllr Pigg remarked that the majority of dog owners do not use the green when children are there in any event and he hadn’t noticed any dogs on the green recently.

After a long discussion, Cllr Pescod proposed that he and Cllr Gilfillan source some signs (dogs must be kept on leads when children present for example) and he will draft a further newsletter. The proposal will be monitored over the next 12 months and hopefully will be adhered to and accepted. This was agreed.
   
1925: Village Environment: Cllr Pigg was concerned about the state of St. Andrews’ Lane. Previously County Council had put down planings but this had not been done recently. The Clerk will make enquiries. Pot Holes were very apparent and the Clerk had reported some but there were others to include. The drain/ditch at the bottom of Coal Lane also needed attention as overflowing meant it was very dangerous in the winter as it frequently froze over. Again, the Clerk will raise this with NCC.
1926: Committee Reports: Cllr Gilfillan advised since the last meeting, the Community Group had held a calendar launch, hosted a children’s xmas party and organised village carol singing. All had proved successful. Their AGM was tomorrow and he felt the main focus would be new play equipment but he reminded the Cllrs that to attract funding, a full committee was required and a constitution.
Cllr Pescod and Cllr Marshall had attended the recent meeting of the Burial Board. The grounds maintenance tender will be considered at their next meeting in April. Cemetery charges will be increased broadly in line with those of Prudhoe.
1927: Correspondence: 
a) NCC – Notification of examination hearings (Managing Natural Resources)
b) NCC – Briefing on Library Consultation

The Cllrs agreed no comments were required as they did not directly affect Ovington.

1928: Distribution: Nothing this month.
1929: Next Meeting:  The date of next the meeting was confirmed as Monday, 9th March and the Annual General Meeting as 11th May 2020.
1930: Any other business: As there was no further business, the meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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