
 FELTON PARISH COUNCIL                                                      

45 

 

 
At the Meeting of the Parish Council at Felton Village Hall on Monday 2 March 2020. 
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, C Cloutt, S Haddow, T Hood, F Krzyzosiak, C Reynolds, L Sowter and S Walton 
 

PART 1 
                
164. Apologies for Absence – Cllrs Dickson and Thornton  

 
165. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – Cllr Sowter declared an interest in Part 2 Item 4 (Recreation 

Lane) as he is a resident on the Lane.  Cllr Krzyzosiak declared an interest in Part 2 Item 2 and presented via the 
Clerk a written dispensation requesting permission to take part in the discussion.    

 
166. The Minutes of the meeting held on 27 January 2020 were not agreed:  the Clerk will circulate a further draft to include 

the amendments proposed by Cllr Krzyzosiak. 
 

167. The Minutes of the meeting held on 3 February 2020 were agreed as a true record subject to the following 
amendment:  

 
156a.   The public right of way footpath runs the length and breadth of Recreation Lane.  The Clerk will amend the Minutes 
accordingly.   
 
Three other amendments proposed by Cllr Krzyzosiak were not agreed.  Cllr Krzyzosiak stated that Cllr Walton did not 
declare an interest in the item relating to the Bridge and VAT.  Cllr Walton apologised for this omission.  The item included 
an update on the current position.  No decisions were taken.   
 
The Clerk will endeavour to circulate Minutes earlier to allow Cllrs to suggest amendments ahead of the meeting.   
 

168. Public Questions  
 

a. Speeding in the Village – a resident commented that some drivers’ interpretation of the 30mph speed limit is 
questionable.  There is a major problem with speeding on Main Street and also with the school run.  The resident 
asked about the possibility of the Police mobile speed camera in the village.  The Council agreed to bring forward 
item 13 on the agenda which related to traffic speed controls  to cover at the same time.  
- The Clerk will ask the police about the Speed Camera Van.   
- The Parish Council would have to fund speed warning signs (as have been installed in Thirston).  The 

Parish Council agreed to ask County Cllr Thorne to pay for these from his Small Members’ Budget.   
- The introduction of a 20mph speed limit down Main Street would need to be included in NCC’s LTP.  The 

Parish Council agreed to request this.  It was noted that there is no longer a requirement for a 30mph buffer 
zone before a 20mph zone.   

- Work on the new traffic calming measures beside the Coquet Park should be commencing soon.  The 
contractors have been appointed and were awaiting final go-ahead from Bellway which has now been given.    

- There is no pedestrian crossing in the village.  The Parish Council agreed that it seems desirable to have 
a marked crossing but the location would need to be considered carefully.  The Parish Council agreed to 
investigate whether installing a crossing would be possible and to then look at possible locations if so.   

 
169. Review of Ongoing Matters 

 
The Parish Council reviewed the list of ongoing matters – please refer to the appended list for the current position.   

   
170. Report by County Cllr Thorne – None  

 
171. Parish Representation at Meetings  

 
a. Planning Presentation – Rob Murfin, Director of Planning NCC 

The Parish Council hosted Mr Murfin, who gave a very informative presentation on the planning system and how 
Parish Councils can use it to best advantage.  The presentation was also attended by representatives from 
Acklington, Longframlington, Newton on the Moor & Swarland, and Thirston Parish Councils.   
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b. Recreation Field Committee  

Cllr Haddow was appointed as Chairman and the Committee reviewed ongoing matters with a view to identifying 
next steps.    

 
172. Services:  Update from Northumbria Police – Three crimes reported in February:  Reported dog bite by the family 

pet at a residential address, enquiries ongoing; and two reported crimes linked to the same victim of domestic related 
harassment.   

 
173. Neighbourhood Plan – The Clerk is attempting to arrange a meeting for interested parties.    

 
174. Planning 
 

Planning decisions: None  
 
Planning applications pending:  
19/03659/VARYCO – Bockenfield Aerodrome Ltd, Eshott Airfield – Removal of Condition 2 (airfield hours restriction) 
on approved planning application 18/01707/VARYCO – Awaiting outcome – it has been clarified that the extended 
hours are from 7:00am until 11:00pm and not 24 hours.  Thirston Parish Council have requested support from Felton 
Parish Council at the Local Area Meeting considering the matter.  Thirston Parish Council will be reading a pre-
prepared statement, to which they would like Felton Parish Council to add their agreement at the meeting.  The Clerk 
does not yet have any further details of the meeting or the content of the statement.  The Parish Council agree in 
principle to support Thirston Parish Council, subject to reviewing the content of the statement.  The Clerk will circulate 
further details once received.   
19/04858/FUL – Land to the rear of 62 and 64 Main Street – Demolition of derelict outbuildings and construction of 
two dwellings – Awaiting outcome 
19/04259/FUL – Garden House – Proposed new 1.5 storey stone built traditional style cottage dwelling and single 
detached garage – Awaiting outcome.  The Parish Council considered a letter received from a resident regarding the 
Parish Council’s response.  The Parish Council agreed that the proposed development will have a visual impact on 
the Church due to its proximity.  The Parish Council’s response did not use this wording however it was highlighted 
in the Conservation Report.  The Parish Council noted that only material considerations may be raised when 
supporting or objecting to a proposed development.  The Clerk will circulate a list of material considerations to Cllrs 
and responses will be framed to highlight these, as per Mr Murfin’s advice.   

 
Other planning matters 
The Bridge – No further update    
The Lodge – It is understood that NCC have had a response to their letter but are not able to provide any further 
details at this stage.  The Clerk will ask for a further update.   
The New Surgery – The Clerk has spoken to two solicitors:  one would be happy to meet with representatives of the 
Parish Council.  The other has recommended contacting a chartered surveyor in the first instance.  The Clerk will 
speak to both solicitors.       
 

175. Bellway Development  
 

a. Update on outstanding issues – The Parish Council will meet with Bellway on 12 March.   
 

b. Transfer of Land – Cllrs Sowter and Krzyzosiak have reviewed the Transfer and have identified a number of 
questions for the solicitor.   

 
176. Environment 

 
a. Sewage outfall in Coquet Vale – None.  

 
b. Property Terrier and Risk Assessment – Property Management Group to carry out risk assessment and 

property review.           
 

c. Condition of Properties – to be assessed as part of review and risk assessment.  
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177. Traffic Speed Controls – see Minute 168a above.   

 
178. Correspondence not addressed elsewhere in the Agenda – see list in Appendix to Agenda  
 

a. Notifying Parish Council that December Ongoing Matters not published – Clerk has responded.   
 

b. NCC – Notice of making a Public Spaces Protection Order for the control of dogs – No action required.  
 

c. FOI request – Deed dated 10 April 1975 and related – Clerk to supply.  
 

d. FPC warning signs on Recreation Lane not appropriate for a PROW footpath which is not an adopted road – 
The Parish Council has sought advice from the NCC Footpath Officer who has clearly stated in writing to the 
Clerk that the Parish Council can, as landowner, grant permissive access over Recreation Lane as it sees fit.  
The public footpath must not be obstructed or damaged and users should be mindful that pedestrians have 
priority access.  The Footpath Office has suggested signs should be installed to state ‘Public Footpath Only, No 
Unauthorised Vehicular Access’.  Cllr Krzyzosiak as a pedestrian noted issues with vehicle use.  Cllr Sowter also 
noted that speed of vehicles can be an issue.  The hedges and verges may need additional cuts in summer.  
Many users do park on Main Street, for example the football team.  The Parish Council will vote on general 
permissive access for users of Recreation Field at the next meeting.  

 
e. Water butts at the allotments – These are being moved from the site of the former Youth Club to the Recreation 

Lane allotments.    
 
179. Finance  
 

a. The Financial Statement to 25 February 2020 was approved.  The Clerk will highlight items in deficit in red and 
will check the amount recorded to date for Cemetery Committee room hire.   
 

b. Receipts since the last Meeting 
 

Income  Amount  

Cemetery Fees £310.00 

Interest  £37.24 

 
c. Payments for approval 

 

Payee Head of Expenditure  Cost VAT Payment No 

C Lewis   
 Salary  
 Working from Home Allowance 
(December and February) 

 
Clerk’s Fees 
Clerk’s Expenses 

£621.32   

Felton Village Hall  Room Hire £48.00   

J Young – Agricultural Repairs  Cemetery – Materials  
Street Furniture  

£45.90 £9.18  

 
d. Donation Request from Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering – Cllr Walton declared an interest.  Request refused. 

 
[Resolved to extend the Meeting]   
 

e. Insurance – The Parish Council reviewed the insurance quote:  
 

- Cover for the stone seats should be at the current level and not reduced as per the quote.  
- The safety surfacing for the All Weather Court needs to be increased;  Cllr Sowter will circulate the quote 

for replacement which he has received.   
- The bus shelter at Leamington Lane needs to be included, i.e., five shelters in total.  
- The phone box is listed.  It is difficult to value as there are so many available on the market in varying levels 

of condition and authenticity.  The Parish Council will insure it at £3,000.   
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- The waste bins need to be added.  
- The power boxes at Recreation Field need to be added.   
- There is a bench at the A1 underpass which needs to be added.   
- The Clerk will seek to update the descriptions of the assets on the policy to better match the asset register.   
 
The Clerk will obtain an updated quote and will circulate this.   

 
f. Electricity contract for Recreation Field – The Parish Council reviewed the quotes obtained.  The Parish 

Council agreed to enter into a four-year contract with SSE.  The Clerk will arrange this.   
 

g. The Parish Council considered a request from the organisers of the VE Day Celebrations and agreed to purchase 
commemorative mugs to be used as prizes up to a value of £50 by way of donation. 

 
180. Review of Policies  

 
a. Recreation Field Committee Terms of Reference – Approved subject to:  

- Adding a Paragraph 1.6:  All Committee Members must comply with Felton Parish Council’s Code of Conduct; 
and  

- Amending Paragraph 5.4.5 to refer to the All Weather Pitch instead of the field. 
Cllr Krzyzosiak queried the legality of appointing deputy members to the Committee.  At present the Parish Council 
is not aware of any legislation preventing it from including this type of appointment in the Terms of Reference and it 
is clear from the minutes of any given meeting which Cllrs were in attendance.    

 
b. Terms of Reference for the Environmental Working Group – Approved.   

 

181. Urgent Items – None  
 

182. Items for the Next Agenda – as above.  
 

Chairman closed Part 1 of the meeting at 9:23pm. 
 
Next Meeting will be held on Monday 6 April 2020 in the Coquet Room, Felton Village Hall.   
 

PART 2 

183. The Parish Council passed a resolution under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 
to exclude public and press due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, which involves processing 
of personal data.  
 

184. Review of Decision to refuse Freedom of Information request  
 

a. The Parish Council refused a FOI request under s14(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, that the request 
was vexatious.  The Parish Council has been asked by the requester to review the decision to declare them 
vexatious, which the requester argues did not follow the procedure set out in the Parish Council’s Abusive, 
Persistent or Vexatious Complaints Policy.   
 

b. The Policy was adopted at the Parish Council’s meeting in December before the Parish Council at the same 
meeting decided to refuse the FOI request.  The Policy applies to both complaints and to freedom of information 
requests.  Prior to adoption of the Policy, the Parish Council’s complaint procedure only applied to complaints 
and not to FOI requests.  
 

c. The Parish Council considered their decision.  The Parish Council concluded that the response had fallen outside 
the statutory period for responding.  The Clerk will acknowledge and apologise for this.  The Parish Council 
acknowledged that the new policy was in place before the request was considered.  However, the request was 
received before the policy was in place and was a further request for information on an ongoing matter in 
connection with which the requester had made numerous requests as well as complaints to the internal and 
external auditors and the police.  The Parish Council therefore made the decision to refuse the request under 
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s14(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and relevant Information Commission’s Guidance and did not 
label the requester as vexatious under its Abusive, Persistent or Vexatious Complaints Policy.   

 
185. Review of Procedures for the provision of information to Councillors  

The following actions were agreed:  
a. Circulars will be forwarded as soon after receipt as possible.  
b. Information or documents for meetings will be circulated as soon as they are ready and the subject line will 

include wording to indicate it is an Agenda Item.  All documents will be recirculated with the Agenda for ease of 
reference.   

c. It was discussed that the Clerk would endeavour to give timescales to requested items by email.   
 

186. Documents relating to Recreation Lane  
The Parish Council considered the documentation provided by the solicitor and agreed that the Clerk will prepare 
draft letters to the owners/occupiers of properties which will be granted access onto or via Recreation Lane.  It was 
agreed that a maintenance charge The Clerk will prepare a draft letter to the owner of the former Youth Club to set 
out the Parish Council’s expectations regarding use of the Lane during the construction stage.  The Clerk will also 
prepare a draft letter to be sent to owners/occupiers of properties the main access to which is not via Recreation Lane 
to request that Recreation Lane is not used without express prior consent of the Parish Council.    
 
Chairman closed Part 2 of the meeting at 10:12pm. 

 


