
Chairmans’ Report – May 2020 

 

Whilst the current Covid-19 situation has led to unprecedented changes in not 

only the way the Parish Council meets and reports, but also the Our role within 

the community which we will discuss in more detail later on. 

As we are not holding an Annual Meeting this year, I felt it was still important 

to report on what has been achieved over the last 12 months and what is still 

to be achieved over the coming year. 

The Riverside project Phase 1, was completed and has been very well received. 

With the additional bulb planting earlier this year, the area is now even more 

popular with families and dog walkers. We are continuing to Phase 2 over the 

coming months and plans are in place to continue with the bulb planting to 

improve this stretch of South Road. With the clearance of the Ad Gefrin Site in 

readiness for building, the whole appearance of this area has been vastly 

improved. 

The Skatepark was re-painted by the Scouts and again has helped to improve 

the appeal of Scotts Park. The planned development of the play park 

equipment to be a fully inclusive system has been delayed but it is hoped will 

move forward over the coming months. Brysons Park play area is to be taken 

over by the PC, although sadly has been the target of vandalism as have the 

bus station toilets. Perhaps the only benefit of “lockdown” has been the lack of 

further incidents of deliberate damage. 

The High Street continues to be of concern, although the parking issues were 

finally dealt with when NCC altered the parking displays. Parking and road 

safety issues such as The Middle School, The Peth and Ramseys Lane have also 

been addressed but sadly the crossing outside the Co-Op is still ongoing. 

Christmas saw an increase in the number of lights used to decorate Wooler, 

funded partly from the funds raised by being part of the Co-Op Community 

Scheme. Once again, Councillors and members of the public worked together 

installing many strings of lights around the Streets, Trees, Church Tower and 

South Road. 

Links with the community and institutions have been strengthened with 

meetings with The Fire Service, Insp Swan of the Northumberland Police and 

the public at the Christmas Coffee morning and Open Surgery. With the 



production of the WPC information leaflet, greater activity on social media and 

now working with most of our neighbouring PC’s to deliver a reliable service to 

our parishoners, the Council is hopefully now viewed as open and transparent 

and a source of help and support. 

Support for local community groups continues with the purchase of the School 

Field Community Site which is partly leased to the Wooler Community Food 

Group and The First Wooler BP Scouts. The next phase of this development will 

be working with Aspire to Believe to plant the Community Orchard and provide 

a peaceful place to sit and enjoy. 

As well as those already mentioned, projects for this coming year include 

working with the Wooler Skills Workshop (previously Men in the Shed) to 

become settled and self –sufficient and to continue pressing NCC over the First 

School Site and lobby to be involved in any proposed changes or 

developments. 

 

Whilst we continue to try and keep relations good with NCC it has been 

difficult with a number of staff not replying to emails and not acting on 

promises made. However this should not over shadow a number of fantastic 

staff at NCC that have supported this council and worked with us to ensure we 

both deliver a great service to our community. I do not want to go into naming 

them all but I would like to say a special mention to Ruth Bendel. Ruth is a 

fantastic asset to NCC as she cares and is always on the end of the phone for 

support and guidance. Sadly Ruth is retiring in July and I wanted to take this 

opportunity to thank her on behalf of us all. 

 

While I am sure some of our community still think this pc is under performing, I 

would like to say to them come and speak to us ….if you have an idea or want 

some help just ask we will always listen and work with any group that will 

benefit the whole of the community  

 

I would also like to thank all of the parish councillors for their hard work over 

the last year, what a team we have been, it is often a thankless task and at 

times and I am sure people think we are in a paid roll! but I am sure I speak for 

us all that the things we have achieved over the last year has made this job 



worthwhile thank you. I am very proud to have been your chairman for the last 

year and even more proud at how we have been able to react so quickly to the 

most adverse situation we find ourselves in. I must also say a huge thank you 

to our Clerk, Kerren. At times this job can turn to Full time in the “blink of an 

eye” and Kerren has taken it in her stride. Here is a little something to show 

our thanks. 

 

 


