
 

 

 
WOOLER PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

Draft Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council, 
Held on Monday 25th May at 7pm – a virtual meeting via ZOOM 

 
Present: Councillor Mark Mather (Chair) & Angus Murray (Vice-Chair). Councillors: Caroline Cumming, Robert 
Donkin, Mark Napier, Tom Armstrong, Mark Trotter, Kevan Curry, Anthony Murray, Joyce Robertson 
 
In Attendance: Kerren Rodgers (Clerk), Ian Smith (Press), 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES 

 
PC Ritchie 

      
2. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION  

 
No questions submitted 7 days in advance. 
 

3. END OF YEAR REPORTS & ACCOUNTS 
 

The Chairman reported on achievements over the last year and what still needs to be completed. He thanked 
all councillors for help and support and also the clerk.  (The full report is available to read on the PC website) 
 
The Chairman then presented the accounts for the previous year for discussion. Cllrs unanimously agreed to 
accept the accounts and the Clerk is to liaise with PKF Littlejohn over internal and external audit. Cllr Donkin 
proposed and Cllr Napier seconded.  
 
 
The meeting then was asked to agree to which sub committees each Cllr wanted to be active on. 
 

Current Sub Committees going forward: 
 
Employment/Resources: Cllr Tom Armstrong, Cllr Mark Mather, Cllr Rob Donkin, Cllr Kevan Curry, 
Cllr Angus Murray 
Planning: Cllr Kevan Curry, Cllr Rob Donkin, Cllr Mark Trotter, Cllr Angus Murray, Cllr Mark Napier 
Glendale Gateway Trust: Cllr Caroline Cumming, Cllr Joyce Robertson as cover 
Community Safety Hub: Cllr Anthony Murray 
Neighborhood Planning (steering group): Cllr Caroline Cumming, Cllr Rob Donkin, Cllr Anthony 
Murray, Cllr Mark Napier, Cllr Mark Mather, Cllr Angus Murray 
Northumberland Association of Local Councils: Continue to receive email updates. Cllr Anthony 
Murray County Rep. 
Northumberland National Park: Cllr Anthony Murray County Rep. 
Facebook: Clerk, Cllr Mather 
School Farm Field Site: All Cllrs 
 
Reporting 
It was agreed that all sub committees would report to the full PC meeting twice yearly. 
 

4. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Mark Napier & Cllr Angus Murray item 13 
 

5.  LOCAL SERVICES UPDATE       REPORT 
 

Report received via email from PC Ritchie 
 
6 x domestic related crimes. Unfortunately this rise is common given the current situation. All parties known in all 
incidents 
1 x shop lifting from the CO-OP – enqs ongoing.  
1 x minor public order incident – parties identified and dealt with. 
1 x damage to motor vehicle. No offenders identified.  
1 x sending of threatening messages. Parties identified and matter dealt with.     



 

 

 
Re other matters -  there has been a number of reports of COVID 19 restriction breaches in the Wooler area. All have 
been dealt with proportionately. Generally locals have been adhering to the conditions with a number of the incidents 
linked to people travelling to holiday homes. 
Also me and Dan are trying to get out on foot more when we are on duty for reassurance re recent events in the village.  
 
The meeting discussed sightings of strangers on trading estates and also the Clerk had spoken to PC Perry 
following a report of an incident on Weetwood Avenue.   
   

6. CORONAVIRUS – Covid 19       REVIEW & DISCUSSION 
 

 Current Community Task Force update 
 
The Chair informed the meeting of the continued progress of the Covid 19 response and thanked 
local shops, Des Hood, NK Cabs Morpeth, Glen Valley Tours, Jeff Malthouse Border Tourer and 
David Malthouse for deliveries, Glendale Connect, Berwick Community Trust and particularly a 
special thank you to Mr & Mrs Davidson for their donation of £1000 from the Community Trust to help 
fund our ongoing work. 
The funding from NCC has finally been received and the meeting was informed of issues that Age UK 
(and Vikki Pattinson) were having over delivery of the treat boxes to Northumberland from London. 
Cllr Mather had been told that the cost to Ms Pattinson directly was £1400pw and he asked the 
meeting to agree to a donation of £500 to the just giving page to help towards the cost of delivery. Cllr 
Cumming proposed, Cllr Armstrong seconded – all agreed. Cllr Anth Murray commented on the 
goodwill generated by this work, discussion followed over the criteria for receiving a box. The meeting 
was informed that whilst lists had been received from NCC these had been less than helpful and 
therefore nominations were asked for via facebook. The meeting was asked to put suggestions to the 
Clerk of recipients. Cllrs Anth Murray and Cumming was tasked with making contact with the current 
list of people receiving help and Cllr Robertson was to contact volunteers to ensure details of 
availability was up to date given changes in Gov lockdown. 
Cllr Mather reported that following discussions, agreement of additional hours payment for the clerk 
for the previous 8 weeks had been made. As all donations to the Covid 19 fund were not for the cost 
of labour, the meeting was asked to approve a further £500 payment from the PC to cover this cost. 
Cllr Robertson proposed, Cllr Donkin seconded - all agreed. 
 

7. PREVIOUS MINUTES        REVIEW & SIGN 
 
To be signed as a correct record minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council on 27th April 2020  
 
The Parish Council read through the minutes.   
 
 Correction to item 10. Mispelt name, should be Harkins, not Harkness 

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 27/4/20 were agreed to be a true and accurate record.              
Cllr Cumming proposed the minutes and Cllr Donkin seconded them.  The Chair signed the minutes. 

 
8. MATTERS ARISING        REVIEW & DISCUSSION 

 
To consider matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council –  
 
No matters arising 
 

9. PARISH REPORT         UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Bus Station Toilets; The clerk had been informed of various items of work that were needed to the 
gents toilets and the disabled toilet lock had been damaged. A request to open the main toilets to 
obtain water for flower watering had been declined by NCC. 
 

 The tenders for work to be carried out on the riverbank and island were discussed, the meeting was 
informed that currently it may not be possible to remove all trees due to nesting birds. The meeting 
agreed that two of the parties estimate were very close and that the Clerk would ask for revised 
quotes once Cllr Ang Murray had remarked the trees that need removing to eliminate doubt. 
The meeting then discussed what should happen with the wood when removed from the site. Cllr 
Mather suggested that given that the Log Bank had been used several times during the Covid 19 
response, perhaps they could be asked if they would like to collect the wood from site each day.  Cllr 
Robertson proposed and Cllr Curry seconded – all agreed. 



 

 

 

 CPD ILCA Attainment 
The meeting was informed that the Clerk had now attained the first stage of the CPD ILCA Evaluation 
and Certificate 2018. 
 

 Fountain Site – The flower fountain is now in place and looks very smart. The meeting was informed 
of discussions that had taken place following a Just Giving page that had been posted as the project 
was over budget. Concern had also been raised over the suggestion of the cherry trees being pruned 
and note was made that an email had been sent specifically instructing that these trees were not 
pruned until later in the year. As the fountain is now in place, the bollards are to be installed asap. 
It was also noted that 2 new planters were to be added to the grass opposite the Church and the 
Clerk was instructed to contact Graham Bucknell, NCC to get permission. The Chair reiterated that all 
in the WPC were fully supportive of the flower displays in Wooler but that the Council could not give 
permission to put planters on NCC land. Discussion followed and it was agreed that as long as proper 
procedures were followed then WPC could include the planters under our insurance.  
 
 

10. INSURANCE & TREE SURVEY       DISCUSSION & DECISION  
 
The Clerk reported that the insurance company had been contacted regarding the tree removal but had 
indicated that they did not feel it was urgent and therefore did not fall under the terms of the policy. The 
meeting agreed to the Clerk getting a quote for the removal of the indicated tree.   
 

11. WOOLER COMMUNITY WORKSHOP (previously MIS)   DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 
Cllr Mather reported that this group was financially under pressure due to Covid 19 suspending operations. 
Monies that had been received were depleted by rental payments. It was felt that this was an important asset 
to Wooler. Cllr Mather had been informed that a grant had been received by the group of £3.5k but this could 
only be used for materials and the group had written to the national MIS to ask for early release of the funds 
they were holding. The Chair asked for two councillors to join Workshop (one as Chair) with a view to 
reviewing advertising and looking at how the group could become self-sufficient. Cllr Robertson asked as to 
why the current Chair was leaving and it was reported he was suffering ill-health. Cllr Ang Murray made note 
of his opposition to the workshop. Cllr Anth Murray and Cllr Rob Donkin offered their help. 
 

12. FIRST SCHOOL SITE       DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

Emails had been sent to Mike Robbins but following a conversation with Ruth Bendell, it was noted that he is 
on long term sick leave. An email is to be sent to his replacement. 
 

13. SCHOOL FARM FIELD SITE      DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Leases – The meeting was informed that both leases had been signed by each party and the meeting 
agreed that Cllr Mather should sign on behalf of the WPC. The meeting also agreed that the current 
WCFG rules were acceptable and it was expected that they should now be enforced where 
necessary. 

 Fence around orchard site – It was proposed that a single strand wire fence was installed around the 
Orchard site to protect it from vehicular use. The cost was quoted as £120, Cllr Trotter proposed and 
Cllr Armstrong seconded – all agreed. 

 Sub-Committee – Following current difficulties regarding anti-WPC feeling amongst allotment holders 
and several inaccuracies that had been reported about WPC rules for the WCFG, Cllr Mather had 
corrected these with the allotment holders directly. It had now been agreed that there should be a Site 
Manager (Barry Farr) and that the WPC and Trustees of WCFG should speak directly. Cllr Napier 
raised a question over the wild flower boundary which the PC was to arrange the ploughing of and 
then the WCFG will maintain. It was agreed that a sub-committee was to be formed who would be the 
contact for WCFG trustees – Cllrs Joyce Robertson, Mark Trotter, Kevan Curry, Rob Donkin and Mark 
Mather. 

 Soil – A request from WCFG had been received to remove top soil to create the new hard standing 
area. The meeting agreed that the soil removed should be stored on the Orchard Site for future use. 

 Gateway – An offer from the BP Scouts to purchase hogging and extend the gateway to improve the 
gateway entrance had been received. This was accepted and thanks extended for the investment in 
the site. 
 
 
 

    



 

 

14. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT      REPORT & DECISION 
 

Nothing of note to report but a few virtual meetings are now planned for the coming weeks. 
 

15. SCOTTS PARK/BRYONS PARK      UPDATE & DECISION 
 

 Play Equipment – Sub-committee The Chair acknowledged that this project had been delayed due to 
the Covid 19 situation but he proposed that the costings, etc could now be progressed to ensure that 
when allowed, the WPC was ready to act. It was proposed that a sub-committee was established to 
look into this matter. Cllrs Mark Trotter and Mark Napier are to work on this with the aid of the Clerk 
providing details of quotes and companies involved. 

 Lease Agreement – nothing further to report 
 
 

16. PLANNING MATTERS             DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 None received 
 

 
17. PLANNING DECISIONS        UPDATE & DECISION  

 

 Formal Introduction of the No Waiting at Any Time – The Peth, Wooler 
 
 

18. OUTSIDE BODIES      REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 None 
 

19. COUNCILLOR’S TASKS/QUESTIONS    REPORT, DISCUSSION & DECISION 
 

 Cllr Ang Murray had been approached about land being used as a “race-track”. Following 
investigations he reported that this was on private land and therefore nothing could be done by the 
WPC. Discussion followed and it was noted that the police were aware and that if noise continued to 
be a problem, parishioners could report directly to NCC. Planning enforcement were also aware of 
this issue. 

 Cllr Napier raised the issue of dog-fouling and asked if there was a spare bin that could be sited near 
the Ford crossing. The Clerk was asked to check that NCC could empty a bin if installed at this site. 
Further discussions followed about the closure of a permissive path due to this problem and 
rude/aggressive behaviour of a minority of dog walkers towards the land owner. What is now clear is 
that this problem is a local one, not caused by tourists and concern was raised that further paths 
would be closed if this problem persists. The meeting noted that any problems should be reported to 
NCC dog warden, especially if culprits are known as NCC has power to fine.   

 Cllr Curry reported that the football nets on Brysons Park had been pulled down and kind offers of 
donations to replace them had been received from Rob Fairclough, Ramseys Lane and also Glendale 
Engineering. PC to check with NCC regarding payment as Cllr Donkin raised the point that the 
football field still belonged to NCC. Cllr Mather asked about the Scotts park nets and the meeting 
agreed to replace both nets. Cllr Donkin and Cllr Curry to check sizes required.  

 Cllr Mather reported that NCC had admitted to overuse of roundup and were re-seeding the damaged 
areas at their cost.  

 It was noted that Ramseys Lane was particularly bad for pot-holes and the meeting was advised that 
these should be reported directly on NCC website.  

 Cllr Napier asked about the repairs to the wooden railing around the car-park at the GP’s surgery as it 
is in a poor state of repair. The meeting agreed to get a quote for repair and ask NCC for a 
contribution.  

 The mouse pad on the WPC laptop is becoming worn and the meeting agreed that the Clerk could 
purchase an external mouse. 

 
Cllr Robertson thanked The Chairman (Cllr Mark Mather) for being a very good Chairman over the last year and 
for all his hard work - all agreed. 

 
20. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 22nd June at 7pm. 
 



 

 

21. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
Ramseys Lane Parking 
Bin at the Ford 

 
22. FINANCE - Payments for authorisation – SEE TABLE BELOW 

 
 

BHIB Insurance 599.72 Transfer 

NCC Apr ’20 payroll costs 960.96 Transfer 

T Hare- caretaker 105.00 Transfer 

Northumberland Tree Surveys 550.00 Transfer 

Pitman Computers 110.00 Transfer 

Zoom 14.39 Transfer 

Viking – A5 paper and Ink 70.03 Transfer 

Sanderson, McCreath & Edney – leases for School Farm Field Site 815.20 Transfer 

Additional hours- 41hrs Covid 19 414.10 NCC Transfer 

   

   

 
 
Two signatories to authorise the above payments – the Parish Council agreed the payments and the Chair signed the invoices to 
authorise payment by clerk. 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 


