
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting held in Ovington Social Club on Tuesday 9th March 2020 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs Pescod, Gilfillan, Pigg and Marshall, 3 residents (in part) and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
Two residents asked for an update on the granite setts – these will be laid shortly. They also raised concerns about the areas where dog fouling is especially prevalent. This included Joiners Bank, Millennium Garden, grass verge on West Road and grassed area in front of Barn House. The Cllrs agreed to include the issue in the next newsletter which will be delivered within a few days.
The two residents also asked about play equipment and if the landowner of the village green had been approached yet. Cllr Pescod confirmed again that he will only do this once specific proposals are received and also that the Parish Council will not make any commitment until then. He confirmed that funding could be available from County Councillor Quinn’s fund but pointed out that other parishes in her constituency may also apply for funding.  Cllr Pescod suggested that the residents come back to a future meeting with proposals and costings and the Parish Council will then have something to consider. 

2 residents left the meeting at 7.20pm
1931:  Apologies for Absence: Cllr Smith and County Cllr Quinn had forwarded their apologies.
1932: To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting held on 14th January 2020: Having previously been circulated, the minutes were approved and signed.

1933: County Councillors report: Unfortunately, County Cllr Quinn had not submitted a report. However, she had chased up Highways with regards the granite setts and also advised funding could be available for Tree planting (see item 1938)
1934: Matters Arising.  
i) Traffic issues including Speeding: The proposed bus stop bay marking will be carried out shortly together with moving the bus stop sign. Concerns were expressed about the state of St Andrews Lane which had already been raised with Highways.

ii) Granite Setts: Highways had informed the Clerk these will be installed once the weather improves.
iii) Dogs on the green update: Signs requesting dogs be kept on leads when children present have been delivered. One will be placed on the gate/post at the West Road entrance and the second by the gate behind the bus shelter. It was also agreed that specific areas of dog fouling be mentioned in the next newsletter. The remaining resident queried the bin at Burnside which needs a new inset. Cllr Gilfillan will organise.
1935: Planning Applications: 19/04853/FUL – 8 The Green ​– proposed single storey side extension – granted.
19/04766/TPO – Wellburn Care Home – various tree works - Granted
1936: Expenditure authorisation:            

          Ovington Social Club – room hire 25 February & 9th March
£24.00
          F Swindale (Millennium gdn works etc)



£415.00

          B Hindmarsh (gratuity for housing defibrillator)


£50.00 (see below)
          P Pescod (photocopying newsletter)



£10.50

          A Smith (newsletter re trees)




£21.00

          Welmedical (defibrillator pads)




£46.68

          F Swindale (Joiners Bank Fence)




£540.00

          Metalcraft UK (dog signs for playing field)


£60.00
The Councillors agreed that £50 be given to Mr Hindmarsh as a small token of thanks for housing the defibrillator and bearing the electric costs. 

1937:  To review Risk Assessment/Fidelity Insurance: The Clerk had circulated the current risk assessment. She advised that other than altering dates and the amount of expenditure under S137, there was no need for changes. She also reminded the meeting that since the resignation earlier of Penny Bailey, a nominated Councillor was required to have access to the website. This was especially important in case there was an unforeseen loss of the clerk. She explained that all data was uploaded by herself but it was relatively easy task. Cllr Gilfillan volunteered and it was agreed that other than that mentioned above, the risk assessment was appropriate.
1938: Tree Survey open meeting feedback and next steps:  Some 50 residents had attended the meeting on 25th February and following a presentation by Elaine Rigg, consultant, the response had been positive and enthusiastic. Suggestions had been put forward including where to plant, what tree species and fundraising. Cllr Smith had circulated a report to the Cllrs and Cllr Pescod advised a newsletter should be distributed telling residents what the next steps are. Cllr Gilfillan agreed that the meeting was very good and believed that the Parish Council should be seen to take the initiative – propose a time scale, when to plant, what can be done in the short term and agree to pledge a sum in the region of £500. Cllr Pigg suggested setting a target of the number of trees and what areas to focus on at first. Cllr Gilfillan was concerned it could end up as a Parish Council responsibility – it must be a community effort with Parish Council support which should include local landowners (Cllr Pigg) and the Community Group as well as the schools. It was agreed that a “Tree Group” be formed; the Parish Council will donate £500 per annum and hope the Community group will too; investigate sources of funding and also if individuals want to contribute; any organised meetings will be funded by the Parish Council etc. A newsletter will be delivered and hopefully by the next meeting in May, a group has been formed and gathered some initial thoughts.
1939: To consider S137 requests: The Clerk had circulated details of requests received together with the beneficiaries from last year. It was agreed that £50 be given to each of Sport Tynedale, Tynedale Hospice at Home, Great North Air Ambulance, Northumberland Age UK, Northumberland Community Action and Northumberland Citizens Advice.

1940: Village Environment: The Clerk had obtained quotes for pruning/trimming the north and west hedges on Joiners Bank. Although the quotes were very favourable, it was agreed that the contractor be contacted later in the year as March was not the right time to attend to this due to possible bird nesting. Cllr Gilfillan advised that an inset was missing from one of the dog bins which he will replace.
1941: Committee Reports: Cllr Gilfillan advised he had not been able to attend the last meeting of the Community Group but had forwarded detailed information. Their next meeting will be 11th March which he will attend.
Cllr Pescod and Cllr Marshall had attended the recent meeting of the Burial Board. The grounds maintenance tender had been considered and awarded. 
1942: Distribution: Still being circulated
1943: Next Meeting:  The date of next the meeting was confirmed as 11th May 2020 which will be the Annual General Meeting.
1944: Any other business: As there was no further business, the meeting closed at 8.20pm.
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