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At the remote Meeting of the Parish Council held electronically on Monday 5 October 2020. 
 
Present:   Cllrs C Cloutt, T Hood, F Krzyzosiak, L Sowter and S Walton 
 

PART 1 
 

97. Apologies for Absence – Cllrs E Blagburn, B Dickson and F Thornton.  Cllr Reynolds’ absence was approved at 
the meeting on 7 September 2020.    

 
98. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – Cllr Sowter declared an interest in Recreation Lane if this was 

discussed.    
 

99. It was resolved to move the next item of business co-option of a new councillor to the end of the meeting to be 
discussed without press and public in attendance.   

 
100. The Minutes of the meeting held on 7 September 2020 were agreed as a true record subject to the following 

amendments: 
 

a. Minute 89a – Cllr Krzyzosiak abstained from the vote.    
 

101. Update on Ongoing Matters  
 

a. The Parish Council received an update on ongoing matters.  The following points were noted (using the 
numbering from the list of the ongoing matters):  

 
2020/1/b Grass cutting – Clerk to report to NCC that the cemetery signs are being knocked over by the grass 

cutting teams.  
 

2020/2a Bus Shelter Repairs – The wooden fascia boards of the two bus shelters in the village require 
treatment but this was not part of the quote.  They have been completed to a reasonable standard.  
It is understood that the wood is pre-treated.   
 

2020/4 New Surgery – Cllrs Walton and Hood, with the Clerk, had an introduction meeting with the proposed 
chartered surveyor at the Village Hall.   
 

2020/5b The Oval – Cllr Sowter asked to be removed from the working group.  Mr Stewart has provided some 
useful photographs of similar areas.  Cllr Krzyzosiak will draft terms of reference for the working 
group.    
 

2020/7/b The Bridge works – the green fence and the bollards have been painted and look very smart.  There 
has been no update on whether the white crash barrier will also be painted but as this is on Thirston’s 
side, it can be left for Thirston Parish Council to pursue if necessary.     

  
2020/15 The ramp – Cllr Hood has arranged for a full specification to be prepared; the timescale is dependent 

on availability as the person works full time.   
  
2020/20a Flashing Speed Sign – It is felt that this is still needed despite the new chicane as cars travel very 

fast through the village.  County Cllr Thorne has provided funding for some speed signs at Swarland.  
The Clerk will report the issue of speeding down Main Street to the police.   
 

2020/21 Drainage, The Pant – Northumbrian Water’s advice was that regardless of whether NCC have a 
record of ownership, it is their responsibility to maintain unless it is in private ownership.  As a public 
water source, it must have been in public ownership at one time and would have continued as such.  
Cllr Krzyzosiak has contacted Alnwick History Society to see whether they have any records.   
 

2020/22 Drainage at the Recreation Field – It was reported that some of the ash trees appear to be showing 
signs of ash-dieback and may therefore potentially need felling anyway.  The Clerk will ask the NCC 
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Tree Officer for advice.  It was discussed whether it is worth using cameras for an exploratory look 
at the drains.   
 

2020/28 The Policy Review Working Group still needs to review the Audit and Accounts Working Group 
Terms of Reference.  
 

2020/34 Agreement with Bridge Newsletter for use of printer – The Clerk will write to the Chairman of the 
Bridge to ask for further information as set out in Cllr Krzyzosiak’s emails.  
 

2020/35 
and 36 

Parking issues and Speeding on Barnes Road and Davison Avenue – Couriers and some residents 
are speeding.  There is also an issue around drop off and pick up times for the school.  The police 
will attend and have also carried out a letter drop about considerate parking.   
 

2020/37 30mph Zone at traffic calming (north end of village) – the Clerk has not yet had any response from 
NCC but will continue to chase.   
 

102. Reopening the Play Area – The Clerk summarised the response from the insurers.  The shrubbery is in need of a 
cut.  Cllr Sowter has installed and seeded the protective matting on the slide slope.   

 
Resolved: to reopen the play area, subject to the Clerk preparing and displaying suitable Covid-19 signs at the play 
area and on the equipment and completing the risk assessment.  The Clerk to check whether the brambles and 
shrubbery have been or will next be cut. 
 

103. Reopening the All-Weather Court – the Parish Council considered the Rule of Six and noted that this does not 
apply to authorised sport groups.   

 
Resolved: to allow use for team sports by authorised/registered groups subject to provision of their risk assessment 
and confirmation that they have made all necessary arrangements for Track and Trace.   
 

104. NCC Local Transport Programme – The Parish Council considered the following priorities:  a 20mph zone through 
Main Street; resurfacing of footpaths on Main Street; official designation of the layby as a car park; a loading bay 
outside Hillrise Stores; and a pedestrian crossing.  The Clerk will check with NCC whether the layby could be 
designated as a car park due to its status as adopted highway.     

 
Resolved:  To put forward the following three priorities to be considered for inclusion in the LTP:  a 20mph zone 
through Main Street; resurfacing of footpaths on Main Street; and official designation of the layby as a car park 
(subject to confirmation from NCC that this is possible).  
 

105. Finances  
 
a. Financial Statement to 29 September 2020 – Cllr Krzyzosiak has some queries on the statement and will email 

the Clerk to arrange a Zoom meeting to discuss these.    
 

b. Resolved:  To authorise the following payments:  
 

Payee Head of Expenditure  Cost VAT Payment No 

John Hood Landscaping  Play Area 
Recreation Lane – upkeep  
Riverside  

£640.00  PC24 

C Lewis  
 Salary  
 Working from Home Allowance  
 Zoom Upgrade 

 
Clerk’s Fees 
Clerk’s Expenses 
Zoom 

£610.48  PC25 and 
FCJC14 

Fife Plant Hire – top soil  Play Area  £74.00 £14.80 000855 

Bentham Ltd  Stationery  £59.34 £11.86 PC26 

M Clark – plants  Felton in Bloom  £27.49 £5.49 PC27 

Arkle and Sons  Fixed Assets  £6,289.32 £1,257.86 PC28 

L Sowter – materials  Play Area  £85.19 £17.03 PC29 
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c. Request for a donation – Great North Air Ambulance Service  

 
Resolved:  to make a donation of £50 (Payment No.: 000857). 
 

106. 12-Month Action Plan – The Clerk explained that this had arisen in the course of her CiLCA training and is a 
document aimed at setting out the aims of the Parish Council over a period of time, which can be wide ranging.  
 
Resolved:  to work towards the creation of a 12-month action plan, perhaps using the ongoing matters list as a starting 
point.   
 

107. Correspondence – The Parish Council reviewed the list of correspondence received.  Cllr Hood reported that this 
year is the 100th anniversary of the dedication of the War Memorial.   
 

108. Report from County Cllr Trevor Thorne – None received but it is understood County Cllr Thorne has been unwell.   
 

109. Reports of Parish representations at meetings  
 

a. Felton Cemetery Joint Committee (1 October 2020) – Cllrs Hood and Walton  
- Arrangements for Remembrance Day were agreed.  There will be no service at the War Memorial.  Instead, 

the church bells will be rung to signal the start and end of the two minute silence and residents are invited to 
stand outside their front door to join in.  The church bells will then be rung 40 times to remember the forty 
men who fell in the First World War, to mark the 100th anniversary of the War Memorial.  Wreaths should be 
laid on Friday, Saturday or Sunday, observing social distancing.  

- The Cemetery is running well.  
- Cemetery charges for the year 2021-22 were agreed.  
- The budget for the year 2021-22 was agreed.  
- The parish council contributions were agreed.  
- Staff salaries for the year 2021-22 were agreed.  

 
b. Cllr Krzyzosiak asked who was the host of the meeting and why had they disconnected a member of the public 

11 times during the meeting.  Cllr Walton stated that he had hosted the meeting and that he had not disconnected 
a member of the public.   
 

c. Meeting with the Surgery (Cllr Krzyzosiak) – this was an informal meeting arranged by Cllr Krzyzosiak directly 
with the surgery.  Cllr Krzyzosiak has emailed her notes of the meeting to the Parish Council.   

 
d. NALC AGM  

- An email update from NALC should be forthcoming.  
 
110. Update from Northumbria Police – The following incidents have been reported during the months of August and 

September:  an offence of affray; an attempted theft of motor vehicle (two males arrested and under investigation); a 
malicious communications offence; a dog bite incident; and a theft concerning parcels stolen from a greenhouse.  
The PCSO stated that there are no reported incidents which should raise concerns for residents.  The Parish Council 
disagreed with this statement:  the police cannot know what will cause concern.  All incidents should be reported to 
the police so that a true record of incidents is created.  This enables allocation of more policing resources.   
 

111. Items for the next Agenda 
- The Oval Terms of Reference 
- List of Committees/Working Groups 

 
[Resolved:  to extend meeting beyond the two hour limit set in the Standing Orders]  
 

- Budget  
- Surgery Transfer document  

 
Chairman closed Part 1 of the meeting at 9:05pm. 
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PART 2 

112. The Parish Council passed a resolution under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 
to exclude public and press due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, which involves processing 
of personal data.   
 

113. Village Awards / Felton’s Finest  
The Parish Council considered the nomination received.    
 
Resolved:  To award a Felton’s Finest Certificate of Thanks to Hillrise Stores, for their hard work and commitment to 
supporting the community through the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 

114. Co-option of new councillor 
The Parish Council considered the application which it had received for the vacancy on the council.   

 
Resolved:  not to co-opt the applicant to the Parish Council.  The Clerk will notify the applicant of the Parish Council’s 
decision.   
 

 
Chairman closed Part 2 of the meeting at 9:29pm. 

 


