North Sunderland Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Govemance & Accountablhty Return for the year ended 31 March 2020".

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S 2015/234)

Accounts and Audit (Cdronavirus) {Amendment} Regulations 2020 (S 2020/404)

1.  The audit of accounts for North Sunderland Parish Council for the year
ended 31 March 2020 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

1 2. ‘The Annual Govemance & Accountability Return is available. for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of North
Sunderland Parish Council on application to:
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3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ 2Q (c) for each
copy of the Annuat Governance & Accountability Retum.

Announcement made by: {(d) -

Date of announcement: (&) .

1o/ I’/D_o.... |

Notes

This nofice and Sections 1,2 &3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 November. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
extemal auditer report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(&) Insert the name, position and

address of the person to whom
"local government electors should
apply 1o ingpect the AGAR

{b) tnsert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised )

(€) Insert a reasonable sum for

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
.- -notice” L.
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We acknowledge as the members of:

- Neitts Sunderiand Parish Gouncil:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Siatements. We confirm, to the best of our knowladge and beiisf, with
respect to the Accounting Statemeants for the year ended 31 March 2020, that;

IYes: meang (il inis authonity:

1. W have pust in piace arrangn for effective namiai i 7T prepsred Ra cm_zmﬂng slalements in ardan
management during the yaar, and for the praparation of -} with the Aceounts and Autit Regulations.

the dccounting statements. T ]

We mzintained an adequate system of internal coniral ol - made proper arangements and accepted responsibility
including meastres designed fo prevent and detest fraud A% for safeguarding the pubkic money and Fesources in
and corruption and reviewed its sffectiveness. Ja‘.' S T is change. _

:Thas only dene what it has the legal power io do and has
1 complied with Proper Praclices in doing so.

b2

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure curseives
thed there am no matters of actuat or potential
non-compliance with taws, regulations and Proper
Practicas that could kave a significant financial effect
on the ahiity of this sutherity to conduct its
business or manage ifs finances.

4. We provided proper apporiunity during the year for \/ kil - | duting the year gave all persons Interested the cpporiunity to

tha exetcise of electors’ righis in accordance with the - | ingpect and ask quesfions about this authoriy's accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Auit Regulations. k

5. We carried out an assassment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to mafiage those
risks, including the introduction of intemal sontrols andfor
external msurance cover where requirad,

. We maintained throughout the year an adequate ang : G- 3 aranged for a competent person, indépendent of the financial
aifective syslem of internal audit of the accounting = : conirols and procedures, io give an objective visw on whether

sonsidered and docimented the finzncial and ofher risks it
I face’s and dealt with thern properly,

o

records and control systems. \/’ & - . {intemai contiols meet the naeds of this smaller authorily:
We took appropriate action on all matters raised - / . 7 sespondad fo sratfers brought to ifs effention by intemal and

N

in repbris from intemat and exterral audit, . external audif, .

8. We considered whether any Htigation, llabilities or 't disclosed everything it should have abodt ity busihess activity
commitments, £vehts of ansactions, 0Courring either .| dring the year including events taking place affer the.year
during or after the year-end. have a firancial impact on 1 end if refevant,
this authority ang, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

4. {For logal councils only) Trust funds inchuding
charitable. In our capacity 25 the sole maraging
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund{s)fassets, including
financial reporting and, i required, independent
examination or audit.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response ang describie how the
authonity will address the weaknesses identified. These shests must be published with the Annua) Govemnanes Statement.

i 1as met all of its responsibifities whrs,as a body
B corparaie, it is a sols.managing trustee of a local
B frust or frusts.

"]

This Annuat Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chairmzn and Clerk of the meeting where
meetling of the auth_mjii’y’ of _ o -approval was given;

2o oy [rero 4 Bl int—
and recorded as minute reference: _ _ Chairman g ; e T
i : : L i _ Ry A N ' )
,q°!”"-"" - T Glerk : 5{,-\9«&.

Other information required by the Transparency Codes (not part of Annual Governance Statement) «
¢ Authority web address

i
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" Year en.(;!.(‘ng_

31 March 31 March

| Notes an_d : :
Flease round aif
boxes blank and

rest £1. Do not feave any
or Nil balances. Alf figures must

" L £ . E o lagmer underiying, 1ancial records. .

1. Balances brought R EEAE ) Toted balances and reserves &t the Baginning of the year i

forward 66,648 - '58,020| as revorded in the financial records. Velue must agreg fo
o B o 1 Box 7 of previous year. -
2. {+} Precept or Rates and S S Total amount of pracept (or for IDBs rafes and lavies)
Levies ‘ 16,000t 18,000 receivsd or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
DR . jreceived.” .
3. {+) Total other receipts T y T | Total income or receipts as recorded in ihe cashbook less
11,247 - 18519 the precept or ratestievies recsived fiine 2). Inclde any

. - . | grants recalved. ’ :

4. (-} Staff cosis T .| Torsl expendifure or paymenis made to and an Dbehalf
- - R rpy4| OF 3l employees. include gross salariss and wages,
L 6=268 o . 10'70 1 amplayers NI contributions, employers pension

L i oo} COntibutions, gratuities and severance payments.

3. {~} Loan inefresifcapital . Tolal expendifure or payments of capital and interest i
repayments 0 Qi made during the yvear on the authority’s borrowings (if amy),

8. (-} All other payments ' Folal expenditire or payments as recorded in the cash-

29,607 19221 book less statf costs fline 4) and logn interesticapital
- t . ... ] mpaymenis fiine &).
7. {=) Balances carried o nnnl ] Tolal balances and reserves ot the end of ihe year. Must
L forward 58,020, - - 596.1-8i Bqual (1423} - (44+5+6). _

~ - IR LT é

8. Total value of cash and R U0 | The sum of alf current and dépaosit bank accounts, cash
short term investments . 58,278 . BB0B6! holdings and shor term investments heid as at 31 March -

s L i ___| To agree with bank reconcifiation.

9. Total fixed assets plus g The value of alt the property the authorilie awns — it fs made
lang term invesiments COF 0| up of ati its fixed assets and fong term investments as at
and assels 31 Mareh.

18, Total borrowings . The sulslanding capital bafance as at 31 March of all loans

| i O} trom third parties finclucing PWLE). K

4. {Fér Local Coungils Only) Disclpsure note R The Councl, as 2 body corporale, acts as sole rustee for

re Trust funds (including charitable) §.2nd is responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.
c N.B. The figures in the accouniing statements above do
-t not include any Trust transactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2020 the Accounting
Statements in this Annua! Governance and Acvauntability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
ar income and expendiure. hasis foliowing the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Aithorities — a
Praciitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before bsing
presented to the authority for approvai

h -

Date -flf'/'b"r /z'_o' L)

approved by this authority on this date:

| canfirm that these Agcounting Statements were

Zalo“a}z@w .
85 recorded in minute reference:
1 ]aa_zes._ B

Signed by Chairman of the meetin
Statements were approved

g where the Accounting
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Section 3 —~ External Auditor Report and Certificate 2019/20
Inrespectof . " ‘" .North Sunderland Parish Council ~ NL0108

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
saund system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountahility Retumn in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and

= confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptrolier and Auditor General {see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2019/20

Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Gavernance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concem that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Section 1, Assertion 6 has been incorrectly completed. In the rrinr year the internal auditor was not independent as reported in our prior year
external auditor report. Therefore the smaller authority shouid have answered ‘No’ to this assertion, It has also disclosed that it took
appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit, by answering "Yes” to Section 1, Assertion 7, which, on the
basis of the above, is not correct.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authotity:

The internal auditor is not independent of the financial decision making, management and control of the smaller authority and the smaller
[authority must disclose this by answering ‘No’ to Assertion 6 of the Annual Governance Statement on the 2020/21 AGAR. According to the
Practitioners Guide it is not considered apprapriate for the internal auditor to be involved in the preparation of the accounts. In future years,
the smaller authority must maintain an independent system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems

3 External auditor certificate 2019/20

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2020,

Exgemal_{\ ditor N

External Auditor Signature
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