


[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of electronic meeting of Warden Parish Council held at 7pm on Monday 2nd November 2020

Those Present: Cllrs SJ Heminsley (Chairman), WJ Foot, RM Tindall, S Robson, G Charlton, M Kendrew, D Bowman,
D Liddle, R Gibson (County Cllr), C Miller (Clerk), two members of the public

2020/84	Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence.

2020/85	Declaration of Members Interests
Cllr’s S Heminsley, S Robson and R Gibson declared an interest in the Railway Inn.
Cllr G Charlton declared an interest in allotments.

2020/86	Opportunity for members of the public to raise any matter
Parishioner stated the Town Hall had acted as a central point for volunteers collecting groceries for those shielding in the March 2020 lockdown and it was agreed the Town Hall committee and Newbrough Parish Council be contacted to see what, if any arrangements would be available for the lockdown commencing this week.  ACTION: Cllr SJ Heminsley to contact D Spearman; Clerk to contact Newbrough Parish  Council.

2020/87	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 7th September 2020
It was resolved the minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 7th September 2020 be accepted as a true record.

2020/88	Action Points and Matters arising  from previous meeting held on Monday 7th September 2020 (not on agenda)
After confirmation from the County Council, Cllr SJ Heminsley had informed resident the path at the old village hall was not a public footpath.  Cllr S Robson had drafted response to the planning white paper and which had been submitted to central government.  The proposals would take away 90% of local input on planning decisions, however County Cllr R Gibson was led to believe there would be very little change in the local planning procedure.  Seat repairs were in hand with laths to be repaired/replaced.  Boatside Inn tenant had been reminded about the need to replace the defib pads which would be funded by the Parish Council.  

Item moved up the agenda
2020/95/02	Request for grant  - Great North Air Ambulance; St Michael’s Warden; Stanegate Magazine; Sport Tynedale , Northumberland AGEUK had been received
Core Music, Tyndale Hospice at Home and Community Action Northumberland had not yet submitted their usual annual funding requests. Representative from Stanegate Magazine present who explained during lockdown printing of the magazine had been actioned by volunteers with costs rising and the bank balance decreasing.  Cllr D Liddle suggested Haydon Bridge High School be approached as they have a fantastic printing facility.  Cllr RM Tindall asked if there was any way to purchase an up-to-date printer to develop the publication and which should continue to be delivered freely to every household, although a public appeal for funds could be made.  The Editorial team had discussed the logistics of asking the community to pay, however this would be a non-starter.  Some people do criticise the fact that it is mainly available in paper copy rather than  digital, but it was agreed that there are members of the community who do not have the technology to view on-line, and it is reassuring to know the public do read the magazine and it should be kept going.  It had been breaking even with cost and revenue before the pandemic, however  is now costing an extra £130 month.  There is still some funding left in the bank but this would be utilised in the near future and £500 to £600 each from Warden and Newbrough Parish Council  was requested to assist with costs through to the end of 2021, however other printing options were being examined.  County Cllr R Gibson suggested a printer could be purchased relatively cheaply, however members of the group do  have  a modern Hewlett Packard printer.   It was agreed the PC supported the application, however future capital expenditure for a decent printer should be explored, in order that the magazine did not become reliant upon the parish councils to fund day to day  running costs.  Cllr RM Tindall said the Stanegate did have a predecessor which had its own printer and would suggest the committee be assisted to look at obtaining a printing facility which could be available to the community for all to use, and in the meantime the group should explore the suggestion of Haydon Bridge High School assisting.  Cllr WJ Foot suggested a mixed approach of having copies available in community areas such as the Town Hall and pubs, and electronically for those who would prefer the publication by email – however this had been discussed but it was felt it wouldn’t reach the people who need it the most during lockdown times.  It was resolved a contribution of £600 be granted, however a longer term solution would be required, and may still involve the Parish Council’s funding a capital application.  Grateful thanks were given for the grant for 2021 and in the meantime long-term solutions would be explored.     
St Michael’s Warden – A request of £1200 had been received, last year it had been agreed to ask for invoices and accounts and Cllr RM Tindall was surprised at the large increase in the amount of grant being requested compared to that in 2019.  A significant proportion of this was said to be attributable to a decrease in income due to the pandemic, and in addition the annual fundraising event at Walwick Grange being cancelled.  It was resolved the Parish Council would meet with representatives of the PCC to explore  other alternatives for future years. However, it was agreed that the amount of £950 granted last year would be given.  ACTION: Cllr RM Tindall to arrange meeting with PCC.                  
Great North Air Ambulance – It was resolved to grant £60.00
Sport Tynedale – It was resolved to grant £60.00.
Northumberland AGEUK – It was resolved to grant £60.00

ACTION: Clerk to contact Core Music , Tynedale Hospice and CAN to request they submit grant requests for the next meeting.

The Parish Council is still paying the £30 bi-monthly rental of the Newbrough Town Hall meeting room by direct debit and it was resolved this would be paid for the rest of the financial year.

2020/89	Allotments: Request to erect greenhouse on plot
Two requests to erect greenhouses had been received, one of which had been approved. The second request had been received from the allotment holder who had recently taken over a plot making  four greenhouses on the site in total. Approval was given for the request, on the stipulation it can be removed should the allotment holder give up their plot in future.  ACTION: Clerk to give permission to allotment holder to erect greenhouse.

2020/90	Litter pick
Litter pick cancelled for the foreseeable future.

2020/91	Roads/footpath
Nothing to report.

2020/91/01	Progress regarding the reduction in speeding traffic through the villages; installation of vehicle activated speed calming apparatus at C234 Fourstones; Parishes of Newbrough and Warden, Diversion Order 2020
Thanks given to Cllr Gibson for installation of the flashing sign in Fourstones. School traffic calming measures were in the 
County Council schedule.  Diversion Order had been made at the request of the owners of Prudhamstone House who wish 
to divert part of the public footpath in the interests of privacy and security.  The County Council are satisfied the proposed 
alternative route is substantially as convenient for the public, will not lead to a significant loss of amenity and that 
enjoyment of the route as a whole, and the local network of paths by the general public will not be reduced.  

2020/91/02	Litter bin, layby to west of Warden level crossing
There had been no response from the County Council to the request they install a wheelie bin and charge the PC.
ACTION: Clerk to chase up costings with County Council.

2020/91/03	To consider hedgerow obstructions
Cllr’s G Charlton and S Heminsley had inspected parish hedgerows shortly after the previous meeting, which were deemed 
passable and it was agreed the County Council Officer should advise as to how the PC could routinely inform landowners 
they have the ability to action hedgerows that are a safety issue.  Advice was also required as regards the  removal of leaf 
litter lying under hedges and the extent to which the parish council might have to fund this activity.  County Cllr R Gibson 
recalled agreement had been given by the previous Highways  Manager for earlier hedgerow cutting in the interests of 
public safety and would follow this up again with NCC.  ACTION: County Cllr R Gibson to speak to County 
Cllr Officer G Harrison.  
The comment received regarding obscuring of the view at Butt Bank had been investigated by Cllr 
RM Tindall who had been informed this was due to European rules which stipulate hedges had to be raised.

2020/91/04	Police Commissioners Survey
Survey currently on-line for individuals to complete regarding law enforcement and specific problems in parishes, and it would be beneficial if the Parish Councillors could submit their own response, particularly regarding the ongoing issue of reduction of speeding vehicles through the villages.  All were urged to complete.

2020/92	Correspondence
There was no correspondence.

2020/93	Planning 
2020/93/01	Planning Applications received:
· 20/02580/FUL: Warden Estates, Retrospective application for single storey kitchen and porch extension to rear of Laverick Cottage – no objections.
· 20/03030/LBC: Martlet East Fourstones – Listed building consent to install new windows which open in, entirety, opening on left side for fire escape, windows to look identical as 19/01220/LBC – no objections.
· 20/02931/LBC: Martlet Fourstones – Listed building consent, replacement of arched windows – no objections.
· 20/03139/FUL: Warden Barns, Low Warden – alteration and extension to existing kitchen by 2 metres outwards.  Addition of porch, bootroom and en suite to rear of property located where existing store is – no objections.
2020/93/02	Notice of Planning application being approved:
· No approval of applications had been approved.
2020/93/03	Northumberland Local Plan Examination – Phase 2 Examination Hearings
· Hearings being held at the current time.

2020/94	Reports – Town Hall;  Sportsfield Association; Northumberland County Council 
County Cllr R Gibson reported Newbrough school proposals were on this years Local Transport Plan, however different departments at County Hall had to be involved with the works. Prudhamstone Quarry proposals still ongoing, with conclusion hoped for in the near future.  The Local Planning Committees had recently been re-instated. 

2020/95	Financial Matters
2020/95/01	Payments due: C Miller – September, October Salary £335.45; HMRC £55.60; Remembrance Day wreath £50 granted – It had not been confirmed whether a Church service could go ahead on Remembrance Day as it would constitute a gathering which were outlawed in the current regulations; it was suspected it would be cancelled, with government guidelines to be updated in the near future, however the Parish Council can still lay the wreath at 11am on Remembrance Day to pay respects.   ACTION: Cllr RM Tindall to circulate updated further information in due course.  B Gustard – gardening - £240; DH Charlton – gardening £240.

2020/95/03	Financial Planning for 2020-2021
The millennium beacon repair is being actioned with contractor discovering corrosion on four of the five burners at an additional cost of £50, with a total of £1350 in the budget for the repair.  

2020/95/04	To consider budget and precept requirements 2021-2022
First draft of budget and precept requirements for 2021-2022 had indicated an overspend of a few hundred pounds year ending 31/3/21, which should not lead to an increase in the precept for 2021-2022 at the present time.       

2020/96	The Railway Inn
Cllr SJ Heminsley had spoken to T Kirsop County Cllr Officer who advised the renewal of the ACV should be a routine matter, however it was resolved that a relatively short formal letter be forwarded to the County Council in justification of the renewal.  ACTION: Cllr SJ Heminsley to draft response.

2020/97	Flooding – modelling improvements across the Tyne Valley
Nothing to report.

2020/98	Boatside Inn -   play area and defibrillator
Pub tenant to purchase new pads for defibrillator.

2020/99	Climate Change Group – to receive update
Cllr WJ Foot had attended the AGM to elect officers and adopt a constitution.  Tree planting ongoing.  Solar panels on roof of school under discussion which would entail substantial finance needing to be raised.  Proposal for installing additional bus stops particularly outside of Boatside Inn under discussion.

2020/100	Web-site Accessibility Regulations
NALC had uploaded an accessibility statement to the web-site.	

2020/101	Communications – to confirm actions from this meeting

	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Core Music , Tynedale Hospice and CAN grant request.

	Clerk to contact organsiations and ask for their annual 
requests.

	Bin West of level crossing
	Clerk to re-contact County Council to ask if they could 
arrange installation of wheelie bin and charge the PC.

	Volunteer shopping service during lockdown

	Cllr S J Heminsley to contact Newbrough Town Hall 
Committee and Clerk to contact Newbrough Parish Council

	Increase in grasscutting request at St Michael’s
	Cllr RM Tindall to arrange meeting with PCC.

	Remembrance Day
	Cllr RM Tindall to circulate updated further information in due course as regards social gatherings on Remembrance Day

	Hedgecutting/weed killing
	County Cllr R Gibson to contact G Harrison, County Council

	Permission to allotment holder to erect greenhouse.

	Clerk to contact allotment holder to give permission, subject to it being removable should notice on tenancy plot be given.

	Railway Inn, Asset of Community Value registration  
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to draft response.





2020/102	Date and Time of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 4th January 2021

PART TWO
That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

2020/103/PRIVATE	Review of Clerk’s Salary – Discussed in private due to personal information.
Clerk left the meeting.  Confidential report had been circulated to Cllrs and after discussion it was agreed the Clerk would continue to be paid using a single salary point, subject to an annual review and the current pay point should e increased from SCP7 to SCP12 at the top of the LC1 substantive range, a pro rata salary increase of approximately £230 per annum.  


The meeting closed at 9pm
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