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At the remote Meeting of the Parish Council held electronically on Monday 6 July 2020. 
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, B Dickson, T Hood, F Krzyzosiak, C Reynolds, L Sowter, F Thornton and S Walton 
                
51. Apologies for Absence – Cllr Cloutt None 
 
52. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – Cllr Sowter declared an interest in Part 2 (Recreation Lane – 

Access) as he is a resident of the Lane.    
 

53. The Minutes of the meeting held on 15 June 2020 were agreed as a true record subject to: 
 

a. Minute 38d – correction to Cllr Thornton’s name; and  
b. Minute 39a – correction of the believed cause of the green slime.   

 
54. Update on Ongoing Matters  
 

a. The Parish Council received an update on ongoing matters.  The following points were noted (using the 
numbering from the list of the ongoing matters:  

 
1     Northern A1 Junction and approach to Felton – Clerk to amend the description to make it clear that NCC 

will remove the unofficial layby.  The grass verges have been cut but not as far as usual; Clerk to ask NCC 
to cut as far as the crossing point for the bus shelters.  There are also encroaching brambles which the 
Clerk will report to NCC. 

 
2a,b Bus Shelter – Northbound near A1 Junction – Repairs – There are still delays in starting this work due to 

Covid restrictions and availability of materials.  The Clerk will ask Arkle & Sons whether it would be possible 
for the work to be carried out in stages, with a temporary roof covering, to render the shelters useable in 
the meantime.   

 
3 Street Lighting Project – The street light pole at the corner of South View and Mouldshaugh Lane is still 

damaged; Clerk to report again.  All other street lights seem to be in good condition.  
 
4a New Surgery – Progress of application with CCG and NHS England – Clerk to ask for update from project 

manager.  Item to be added to next agenda if update received or call with chartered surveyor has taken 
place. Clerk has spoken with Project Manager about availability for a meeting with our potential chartered 
surveyor and is awaiting confirmation of a date from him,  Cllr Krzyzosiak stated she wished to attend that 
meeting.  

 
4b New Surgery – Transfer of Land – Clerk to follow up previous queries with new solicitor.  
 
5a Car Parking – South View – It was noted that County Cllr Thorne appears to be concentrating more on 

Riverside and should be pressed to also find a solution for the parking issues on South View.  
 
5b  Car Parking – The Oval – Clerk to chase NCC for response.   
 
6 Verge at Riverside – County Cllr Thorne has not yet supplied his proposed scheme for parking at Riverside.  

Clerk to chase for this.   
 
7a The Bridge – Parking – It was noted that parking on the Bridge, Riverside and also the Peth (Thirston) are 

connected as any new restrictions will have an impact on the other two areas.  The Clerk will email County 
Cllrs Thorne and Sanderson to ask for parking to be looked at as a whole.   

 
7b The Bridge – Progress of Works – The Bridge railings have been reinstated and look very smart.  The white 

handrail on the Thirston side of the Bridge looks very tired in comparison, as does the green fencing on the 
Felton side.  The Clerk will ask if these can be painted.  Painting of the crash barrier is almost complete.  
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8b Waste Bins – Outside Running Fox – The Running Fox have a small wheelie bin beside the public bin.  The 
Property Management Group will identify a suitable double bin for the site.   

 
9  Japanese Knotweed – Recreation Field – The knotweed is re-growing despite treatments.  Mr Stewart and 

the Recreation Field Committee will continue to monitor this.   
 
10  Bus Timetables – Clerk to check whether the displayed timetables are now correct. 
 
11 Empty Property on Davison Avenue – It was noted that yet again this project seems to be stuck at the 

procurement stage.  The Parish Council does not consider this to be satisfactory.  The Clerk will email to 
ask for an update and to complain about the delays.  

 
16  Pothole on South Lane – No update has been received.  Clerk to chase.  
 
17  Entrances to residential lanes accessed off Main Street – No update has been received.  Clerk to chase.  
 
18  No Parking Signs at the War Memorial – These have now been repaired by Mr Brown.  
 
20a Flashing Speed Sign – The Clerk will ask again for the information about these.  
 
21 Drainage, The Pant – The Clerk will chase up this matter with the waterboard.   
 
22 Drainage, Recreation Field – The Clerk will ask for County Cllr Thorne’s assistance in contacting Cairns.   
 
23 Recreation Lane Access – to be added to agenda for next meeting.  
 
25 Traffic Calming Measures outside Coquet Park and outstanding works – It is expected that the traffic 

calming works will be carried out in August.  In the meantime it was noted that the surgery land has been 
cleared of stones and weeded, although there will still be rubble underneath the soil.  A section of fencing 
has been removed which is now collecting litter.  The white lines painted by NCC have been done very 
poorly.  The Clerk will report this to NCC.   

 
26  Pedestrian Crossing – This has been considered previously but was not possible due to the required space 

between residential accesses and the crossing.  The Clerk will ask for the parameters/requirements from 
NCC to see if a crossing would be possible.   

 
28b Review of the terms of reference of the Audit and Accounts Working Group to be added to the agenda for 

the next meeting to allow the Parish Council to consider its role and responsibilities.   
 
28c Review of the terms of reference for the Recreation Field Committee – These were approved by the Parish 

Council at its last physical meeting on 2 March and should have been removed from the list of ongoing 
matters.  

 
30  Correspondence – to be added to the agenda for the next meeting.  
 
31  ITEM TO BE ADDED TO LIST:  The Lodge – Clerk to ask for an update.   
 
32  NEW ITEM:  20mph Sign at corner of Main Street and Davison Avenue – damaged and lying on grass – 

Clerk to report to NCC.  
 
33 NEW ITEM:   Sandy Close name sign has become detached – Clerk to report to NCC.  
 

51. Report by County Councillor Thorne – None  
 

52. Parish representations at Meetings  
 

a. Recreation Field Committee (30 June 2020) – Cllrs Dickson, Sowter and Thornton  
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i. The Committee held a site visit on 29 June to review the results of the ROSPA safety inspection.  The 
toddler swings were found to have bad rot to the wooden supports and have been removed.  The Committee 
are looking at the cost of replacing these.  A wasp nest has been removed from the junior swings.  A number 
of extruding bolts on the climbing wall are to be filed flush with the wall.  The Clerk is seeking to arrange a 
delivery of bark for under the swings and climbing equipment.  The contractor will attend to cut the hedges 
and the brambles beside the slide.  There are a number of other minor repairs which the Committee will 
arrange to carry out.   There is some erosion on the slide ramp which could be repaired using plastic grid 
matting.  The Committee is looking at this.   
 

ii. Mole activity has increased and the contractor has been made aware.  Rabbit activity appears to have 
reduced.   

 
iii. Dog fouling appears to have reduced.  This may be due to greater numbers of people using Recreation 

Field during lockdown and therefore less opportunity for those dog owners who would normally leave their 
dog’s mess to do so.  The Committee are looking at the possibility of moving a waste bin to the far end of 
the Field to assist with disposal of dog waste.   

 
iv. Drainage is still an issue on the far end of the Field.  The Clerk will see if County Cllr Thorne can assist with 

contacting Cairns.   
 

v. The area of waste ground behind the All-Weather Court is to be flailed:  the Clerk will chase this work.  The 
Japanese Knotweed has been treated again but seems to be very resistant.  Mr Stewart is monitoring this.   

 
vi. The Committee has established a working group to progress the building project.   

 
vii. The Committee also carried out a risk assessment of the play area and All-Weather Court for the purposes 

of re-opening under the government’s restrictions and guidance on Covid-19.  The Committee assessed 
that it would be possible to socially distance in the park and that signage could be erected.  However, it was 
not thought possible to implement cleaning regimes.      

 
b. Cllr Krzyzosiak queried asked for clarification as to who was present at the previous meeting of the Recreation 

Field Committee on 28 February 2020 and stated that it was not quorate.  The Clerk informed the Parish Council 
that the draft Minutes had been incorrect and that only Cllrs Haddow (no longer a councillor) and Sowter were 
present, as well as Mr Stewart.  The meeting was held under the old Terms of Reference which only required a 
quorum of three of which one must be a Felton Parish Councillor, and was accordingly quorate.  Cllr Krzyzosiak 
also alleged that the meeting on 28 February had been called with only two days’ notice.  The Clerk confirmed 
that three days’ notice was given.   

 
[Cllr Blagburn left the meeting.] 
 
53. Reopening of the Play Area and All-Weather Court  
 

a. The Parish Council considered the risk assessment carried out by the Recreation Field Committee which was 
based on guidance issued by the government on 26 June 2020.  The Parish Council also considered email 
guidance received from the insurers, which included the following statement:  

 
“It is worth saying, your risk assessments may lead you to make the decision not to open certain facilities, 
as they prove you cannot ensure you provide a safe environment.  Also that relying on signage alone does 
not dissolve you of your legal duty to provide a safe play space.” 

 
Resolved:  Not to reopen the play area or All-Weather Court at this time, due the difficulties implementing 
any control measures other than signage.   

 
b. The Parish Council thanked the Recreation Field Committee for their work on this and will keep the situation 

under review.  The works identified by the Recreation Field Committee will be continued in the meantime so that 
the play area and All-Weather Court can be reopened as soon as regulations and guidance permit.   
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55. Services  
 

The Neighbourhood Police team sent a report to the Clerk:  there has been one attempted break in to a shed on Main 
Street.  There have been eight crimes associated with shooting vermin and deer stalking, which the police advised 
should not alarm the public.   
 
The Neighbourhood Police team sent their community engagement van to the village recently and intend to continue 
with this every four weeks for an hour at a time, beginning on 23 July.  A suitable location for the van to park is being 
identified.   
 
The Neighbourhood Police Team has added Felton to its list of locations in which to carry out speed checks.   

 
56. Repairs to ramp at Riverside – The temporary repairs have been completed by Mr Brown.  The specification for the 

full repair of the ramp is still being prepared.   
 

57. Proposed parking scheme for Riverside – Details of the proposed scheme have not been received from County 
Cllr Thorne or NCC Highways.   

 
Resolved:  To defer the matter to the next meeting.   

 
58. Village Awards/Certificates of Thanks  

 
The Parish Council agreed that it would like to recognise individuals, businesses and groups within the parish 
who/which have worked for the community during the Covid-19 crisis and have gone ‘above and beyond’.  It will be 
important to ensure no one is missed out and so third party nominations will be invited.  Depending on uptake, it may 
be sensible for awards to be awarded every few months, following the first round of nominations.   
 
Resolved:  To invite third party nominations for people, groups or businesses to receive an award.  Nominations will 
be checked by the Parish Council.  Cllr Reynolds will draft something for inclusion in the next addition of the Bridge.    

 
59. Environment  

 
a. No issues have been reported with the sewage outfall at Coquet Vale.   

 
b. The Clerk is circulating the property review and risk assessment.   
 

60. Finances  
 
a. Cllr Krzyzosiak raised queries relating to the year to date figures included in the financial statement.  The Clerk 

will check whether the figures pulled through correctly to the summary sheet as this is the most likely reason for 
the errors.  Cllr Krzyzosiak made the point that it is difficult for councillors to check the figures.   
 

b. Resolved:  To approve the following payments:  
 

Payee Head of Expenditure Cost  VAT Payment 
Number  

C Lewis – Salary  Clerk’s Salary  
Clerk’s Expenses  
Zoom* 

730.89  PC16, 
FCJC9 

PlaySafety – ROSPA Inspection  Play Area 93.00 18.60 PC15 

J Hodkinson – Treatment of 
Noticeboards  

Street Furniture 103  PC17 

P Brown – Salary and repairs to 
ramp at Riverside 

Grounds Maintenance  
Riverside  
Fuel 

727.50 5.50 PC14, 
FCJC8 
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*The Clerk clarified that the Zoom subscription is set up as a direct debit on her personal account as a card 
payment was required.  The subscription is invoiced to the Clerk monthly, and then reimbursed to her with her 
salary.   

 
c. Resolved:  To defer consideration of the Village Hall’s request for a donation to the next meeting to allow for 

further consideration of the papers provided.   
 

 
61. Items for the Next Agenda: 

 
- New surgery  
- Advice regarding VAT on the purchase of the printer and proposed agreement with the Bridge 
- Terms of Reference for Audit and Accounts WG  
 

Chairman closed the meeting at 20:43pm. 
 

PART 2 

62. Resolved:   To exclude public and press under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 
due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed, which involves processing of personal data.   
Voting was recorded at Cllr Krzyzosiak’s request: 
For:  Cllrs Dickson, Hood, Reynolds, Sowter, Thornton and Walton 
Against:  Cllr Krzyzosiak 
Abstention:  Cllr Sowter 

 
63. The Parish Council reviewed the advice from the solicitor.   

[Cllr Reynolds left the meeting during discussion of this item.  Cllrs Dickson, Hood, Krzyzosiak, Sowter, Thornton and 
Walton remaining].   
 
The Parish Council instructed the Clerk to seek clarification from the solicitor on various points raised and to seek 
advice for next steps.     

 
 
Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm. 
 
Next Meeting will be held remotely on Monday 20 July 2020 by electronic means.   
 


