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At the remote Meeting of the Parish Council held electronically on Monday 20 July 2020. 
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, C Cloutt, B Dickson, T Hood, F Krzyzosiak, C Reynolds, L Sowter, F Thornton and S 

Walton 
                
64. Apologies for Absence – Cllr E Blagburn 
 
65. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – Cllr Sowter declared an interest in Part 2 (Recreation Lane – 

Access) as he is a resident of the Lane.    
 

66. The Minutes of the meeting held on 6 July 2020 were agreed as a true record subject to the following amendments: 
 

a. Minute 51 – no apology was received from Cllr Cloutt.  
b. Minute 54(4a) – to be changed to the following wording:  “Clerk has spoken with Project Manager about 

availability for a meeting with our potential chartered surveyor and is awaiting confirmation of a date from him,  
Cllr Krzyzosiak stated she wished to attend that meeting.” 

c. Minute 54 (21) – to be added as follows:  “Drainage, The Pant – The Clerk will chase up this matter with the 
waterboard.” 

d. Minute 52b – Change to wording, replacing “queried” with “asked for clarification as to who” and deletion of last 
sentence as the Clerk had not confirmed that three days’ notice was given.  Cllr Thornton confirmed that she 
had received an email on 24 February giving three days’ notice of the meeting and that Cllr Marshall of Thirston 
Parish Council had been copied in.     

e. Minute 57 – Correction:  Cllr Sowter voted for the resolution and did not abstain.   
 
67. Public Questions 

 
a. A resident asked for confirmation that the Parish Council accounts would include all income and expenditure for the 

printer as it is listed as a Parish Council asset.   
 

b. The resident also asked when the rental/lease agreement between the Parish Council and the Bridge would be 
published.   
 

[Cllr Walton declared an interest and the Vice-Chairman took the chair.]   
 

Resolved:  to discuss the matter during Item 11c (see Minutes 74c ii and iii).   
 
[Cllr Walton took back the chair for the remainder of the meeting.]   

 
68. Response to previous public questions on Recreation Lane and Vehicle Use  
 

The Parish Council considered the draft statement prepared by the Clerk.   
 
Resolved:  to approve it in principle, subject to final changes to be agreed by email.   

 
69. Consideration of Vehicle Access along Recreation Lane to Recreation Field and the Parish Council 

allotments and associated signage – The Parish Council discussed safety issues around cars turning at the 
entrance to the Lane.  The Parish Council also discussed changing the current signs and agreed that this should not 
be done before public consultation can be carried out.   
 
Resolved (Cllr Sowter abstaining):  

 
a. To defer the decision on the new signs until after public consultation.  In the meantime the Clerk will approach 

the house owners adjacent to the Lane to ask whether they would agree in principle to signs being placed on 
their buildings.   
 

b. To begin the public consultation process in the September/October edition of the Bridge newsletter.   
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70. Cllr Thorne’s proposed scheme for Riverside 
 
Resolved:  to defer this matter until further information is received.   
 

71. Proposed works to the Oval – The Parish Council noted the importance of the grassed area for children at play and 
raised concerns that the proposed works (to lay a narrow concrete strip on the inside of the kerb) would encourage 
cars to park there, preventing play.  Concerns were also raised that a narrow concrete strip would break down and 
become a mess.  The Parish Council also discussed possible solutions, and the cost to residents of installing private 
drives because of the need for a dropped kerb to be put in.   

 
Resolved:  to establish a working group to review the issue on site, to discuss the problem with residents and to 
identify possible solutions.  Although some of this has been carried out before with site visits with NCC personnel, 
this has not resulted in an appropriate works plan.  The Clerk will telephone NCC to ask for the work to be put on 
hold.   
 

72. Possible removal or relocation of the wall-mounted waste bin outside Hair Naturelle – The Parish Council 
considered possible locations for the wall-mounted bin, as well as the location of other nearby bins.  It was noted that 
if the bins outside Hair Naturelle, the Running Fox and Hillrise Stores had ‘No Dog Waste’ stickers then the nearest 
available bins for dog waste would be Riverside and Gallery 45.  There is an issue with bagged dog waste being 
dropped next to the bin and not placed in it.  The Clerk will obtain prices for lidded wall-mounted bins and for stickers.   

 
73. Village Awards/Certificates of Thanks – Cllr Reynolds has prepared an article for the Bridge asking for nominations.  

For data protection reasons nominees will need to consent to their nomination.   
 
74. Finances  

 
a. Request for donation from Village Hall – The Parish Council considered the request.  The Parish Council 

recognises that the Village Hall is a valuable asset to the community.  It was noted that the Village Hall’s finances 
are currently healthy.   

 
Resolved:  not to make a donation at this point but that a further request could be made if the Village Hall’s 
financial position changed.   
 

b. Terms of Reference – Audit and Accounts Working Group (“AAWG”) – The AAWG currently has a very 
limited function, to assist with the preparation of the draft budget.  It was discussed whether the AAWG should 
also be monitoring the cash book and bank reconciliation so that each month the Parish Council would only then 
have the payments to approve as the monthly statement would have been checked.  This would catch any errors 
such as have been present in some of the recent statements.  The Parish Council also considered the signing-
off on employee timesheets, which is currently carried out by Cllr Walton for the Clerk, and by Cllr Hood for Mr 
Brown.   
 
Resolved:  The AAWG will consider the scope of their remit alongside the Financial Regulations and will suggest 
what work should be carried out by them, when and how.   
 

c. Advice received from National Association of Local Councils’ VAT adviser on the purchase of the printer  
 

[Cllr Walton declared and interest and absented himself from the Zoom call.  Vice-chairman Cllr Hood took the 
chair.] 
 
i. Advice has now been received from the VAT adviser on the purchase of the printer.  The advice is that the 

Parish Council should not have reclaimed the VAT on the purchase, as the donor of money used to make the 
purchase derives a benefit from the purchase and the donation of money was conditional on receiving that 
benefit.  The adviser stated that this was a common mistake.  The adviser stated that the Parish Council 
should correct the mistake by deducting the VAT claimed in error from the next claim and provide an 
explanation as to why.  Cllr Krzyzosiak did not agree that this resolved the issue as the advice was based on 
the Clerk’s report to the adviser which she stated did not include all the facts.  Cllr Krzyzosiak also stated that 
the Clerk’s stationery bill for printing had increased which was at odds with the statement that the Parish 
Council used the printer to produce its own materials.   
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Resolved:  to accept the advice from the NALC adviser and to take the steps to correct the error as advised.  
 

ii. [Responding to the first public question] The Clerk stated that the Parish Council’s accounts would not include 
income or expenditure raised or incurred by the Bridge through their use of the printer.   
 

iii. [Responding to the second public question] The Clerk has now circulated the draft agreement to councillors.  
Cllr Krzyzosiak stated that she had been asking for the draft for months.  At this point discussion became 
focused on the Clerk’s working practices and workload and the Clerk asked for this not to be discussed in 
open session.   

 
75. The Parish Council did not resolve to extend the meeting beyond the two hour limit set out in Standing Order 4w.   
 
Chairman closed the meeting at 9:00pm. 
 
 


