


Minutes of electronic meeting of Warden Parish Council held at 7pm on Monday 7th September 2020
Those Present: Cllrs SJ Heminsley (Chairman), WJ Foot, RM Tindall, S Robson, G Charlton, M Kendrew, D Bowman,
D Liddle, R Gibson (County Cllr), C Miller (Clerk), one member of the public

2020/64	Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence.

2020/65	Declaration of Members Interests
Cllr’s SJ Heminsley, S Robson and R Gibson declared an interest in Railway Inn.
Cllr SJ  Heminsley declared an interest in Newbrough School
Cllr G Charlton declared an interest in allotments.

2020/66	Opportunity for members of the public to raise any matter
There were no issues raised by members of the public.

2020/67	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 6th July 2020
The minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 6th July 2020 were accepted as a true record.

2020/68	Action Points and Matters arising  from previous meeting held on Monday 6th July 2020 (not on agenda)
· Noticeboard refurbishment to be actioned in due course and item to be removed from agenda.  ACTION: D Liddle to cleanse in due course.
· Beacon repair ongoing.  ACTION: Clerk to contact contractor and request repairs be speeded up.  

2020/69	Allotments
Allotment holder had not replied to letter regarding unacceptable state of the plot.  With three warnings now given  it was resolved notice of termination of the contract would be actioned.  ACTION: Clerk to forward notice of termination, with  existing half plot holders to be offered the garden as an upgrade and existing full plot holders offered the plot as a swap.  A tenant had dug a hole 18inches deep finding water coming off the field, there appears to be a high water table, and concerns would be forwarded to the landowner.  ACTION: Clerk to write to landowner.

2020/70	Litter pick
National litter pick event coming up, with next pick confirmed as 27th September 2020, however there could be problems 
with borrowing litter picking equipment from the County Council due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and equipment may need 
to be purchased. ACTION: Clerk to request by email loan of equipment and Cllr G Charlton to also ring County Council 
regarding this.  A budget of £100 would be made available should equipment need to be purchased.  

2020/71	Roads/footpaths:
2020/71/01	Progress regarding the reduction in speeding traffic through the villages; installation of vehicle activated speed calming apparatus at C234 Fourstones; 
Speed calming apparatus installed and to be connected imminently.  A person had been caught speeding in the parish and 
had received a warning, and one young driver had had their car confiscated due to concerns from numerous residents.  A 
parishioner had contacted Cllr SJ Heminsley asking if pedestrians were permitted to walk along the lane by the old green 
corrugated building which used to be the village hall, to access the path adjoining the river.  Cllr SJ Heminsley had 
contacted T Fish at County Council with no response to the query.  ACTION: Clerk to contact T Derbyshire, County Council 
Footpaths Officer.

2020/71/02	To approve Newbrough First School Safety Scheme
School were delighted with progress being made, with proposed scheme to be costed, and consultation carried out by 
County Council.  New procedures at school pick up and drop off times had been introduced due to Covid-19.  Proposals 
relating to 20mph were advisory speed limits, and it was resolved the Parish Council supported the proposals, but would 
request the 20mph be made mandatory.  ACTION: Cllr R Gibson to contact school with information on the proposals in 
order for them to comment.  Clerk to contact County Council supporting the proposals, but to request 20mph be made 
mandatory.

2020/71/03	To approve request for litter bin, layby to west of Warden level crossing
County Council had confirmed a litter bin could be placed in the area and recommended a post mounted wheelie bin 
which would be cost effective, have a large capacity and could be serviced by the refuse wagon that passes once a 
fortnight.  Clerk advised a street accredited contractor could need to be engaged to install a bin, and the exact location 
would have to be safe for County Council staff to empty.  ACTION: Clerk to initially ask if County Council could install a 
bin and charge the Parish Council.          

2020/71/04	To approve Local Transport Plan requests 2021-2022
[bookmark: _Hlk49421229]Additional drainage works had been carried out on Homers Lane, and the Mossy had been totally dry which had not 
occurred in many years, therefore areas agreed as currently acceptable.  It was resolved to retain road repairs 300 yards 
West of Walwick Grange due to the whole side of the road having fallen away in Storm Desmond, in particular the bit 
around the bend;  Proposal for reduction of speed limit to between 30 or 40mph at Hardhaugh from Quality Cottages to 
level crossing at Papermill in order to preserve the safety of pedestrians, cyclists and residents - there are entrances at the 
paper mill on either side of the road, one used by large unloading artics, a large hedge causing problems and also blind 
junctions.  It was resolved to include the North approach to Fourstones village past the layby on the approach to the bend 
to extend the 30mph zone and install Slow Down signage before the 30mph signage.  Cllr D Liddle proposed speed 
restriction for the Mossy, however this would likely not be justified.  ACTION: Cllr WJ Foot to forward info regarding 
Hardhaugh to Clerk who would forward the three requests to County Council.              

2020/71/05	To consider hedgerow obstructions
Hedgerow from garage west to school had been actioned early, promptly and immaculately, and County Council had 
carried out weed spraying, however the hedge at East Fourstones had not been actioned earlier, with a pedestrian 
suffering an accident whilst stepping onto the road to avoid the shrubbery.   Cllr G Charlton reported the hedge had now 
been attended to but still needs cutting back and if there is a risk of accident, hedges can be actioned before the end of 
the nesting season on 1st September. Warden bridge had been sprayed once, however parapets had been missed and this 
should be addressed next year, and problems occur as weeds are being sprayed but leaf litter not being removed.  The 
parish gardeners could be tasked with clearing soil and dirt within the parish as this builds up and  needs addressed, and 
weed spraying should be actioned twice a year in parts.  Every year there are some areas that do not receive the attention 
at the time they need it, due to bird nesting and lack of County Council resources, and underlying leaf litter.  There is 
Parish Council money uncommitted that could be used on improving the situation, however it is primarily the County 
Council and landowners responsibility.  It was resolved the Parish Council would liaise with the County Council on an 
annual basis.  A request to lower a hedge had been received due to  there being a seat infront of it, and permission would 
be required from the landowner.  ACTION: Cllr RM Tindall would speak to landowner to ask if it could be cut so those 
sitting on the seat could appreciate the views.  Cllr SJ Heminsley to contact County Council regarding leaf litter removal 
and possibility of twice yearly weed spraying.  Cllr’s SJ Heminsley and G Charlton to discuss additional hedge cutting at 
East Fourstones.                

2021/71/06	To confirm date of community litter pick
Discussed earlier.

2020/72	Correspondence
There was no correspondence.

2020/73	Planning 
2020/73/01	Planning Applications received:
· 20/01107/CCM: Prudham Quarry, extraction of sandstone – Cllr RM Tindall had drafted reiteration of objection and it was resolved this would be submitted to the County Council. ACTION: Clerk to submit objection to County Council.
· 20/02263/FUL: Hillside, Fourstones, Internal alterations to single-storey dwelling, conversion of garage to kitchen, new garage extension with new hallway and ancillary parking – no objections.

2020/73/02	Notice of Planning application being approved:
No planning approvals had been received.

2020/73/03	Northumberland Local Plan Examination – Consultation on additional evidence (July to September 2020)
Inspector had raised suggestions to improve the plan which the current consultation was concerning.  A further strategic consultation would be commencing next month, and and from the parishes perspective, the main objections in respect of  the Wharmley quarry proposals had been made last year.  There was a current consultation on the government’s proposals to effectively remove, according to the County Council’s summary, all local involvement in local planning decisions, with categorisation of villages as to whether they were rapid/moderate/conservation zone developments, and all decisions to be made centrally, therefore County and Parish Council would likely be bypassed.  There would be a fundamental shift from local to centralised planning.  Blunt categorisation would be potentially quite dangerous and the Parish Council should have a view and express that view.  Government are talking about devolution from Westminster to regions and other sections of the community but this is removing from the community and centralising.  ACTION: SJ Heminsley and Cllr S Robson to draft response to the proposals and circulate to all.     

2020/74	Reports – Town Hall;  Sportsfield Association; Northumberland County Council 
Town Hall had received support from the County Council during the Covid-19 pandemic, with all events and bunkhouse bookings having to be cancelled and caretaker furloughed, however outgoings had been minimal during this period, and monies loaned to the hall committee when the bunkhouse was being set up would be repaid shortly.  Scaffolding was in situ for the cottage and chimney works and planning determination awaited for Listed Building Consent to the chimney.  The hall had re-opened, however some groups were not permitted to hold events.  A Parish Cllr would be useful as a main contact point for the Town Hall Committee, but  would not have to attend every committee meeting.  Cllr D Liddle agreed to take on this role.  ACTION: Clerk to forward Town Hall report to all Cllr’s; D Liddle to meet with D Spearman.
R Gibson reported County Council employees were mostly still working from home due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Allegations had been made about County Council members, however no comment could be made on the pending legal actions now underway.  The Chief Executive was currently still suspended.         

2020/75	Financial Matters
2020/75/01	To note that following the conclusion of the 2020/21 NJC pay award, a 2.75% rise backdated from 1/4/20 would be included in Clerk salary payment November 2020
Cllr SJ Heminsley stated the salary payment was noted and approved, and following a discussion with Clerk and Vice Chair there were significant grounds to conduct a salary review of the Clerk.  ACTION: Cllr’s SJ Heminsley and Tindall to review the Clerk’s current salary and report back to the next meeting. 
2020/75/02	Payments due: C Miller – July, August Salary £326.61; expenses £10.71 HMRC £25.60; DH Charlton, gardening - £560.00; B Gustard, gardening - £560.00.

It was resolved to approve the payments.

2020/75/03	Financial Planning for 2020-2021
[bookmark: _Hlk49421214]There was a figure of £2K in the budget for grants normally made annually in November, and taking into account known commitments for the year it was likely a further £500 to £600  could also be utilised for projects to March 2021, such as clearing pavement litter and purchase of bins.  Cllrs were asked to consider spending priorities in advance of the November meeting.

Further to suggestion at previous meeting to provide grants to students, Clerk reported a local council can provide grants or financial support to another local authority, voluntary and local organisations as long as it has a statutory power, and is in the interests of and will bring direct benefit to the area or any part of it, or all or some of its inhabitants.  A grant cannot therefore be made to an individual for their own use, no matter what the use and how good a cause that use may be.    

2020/75/04	To approve repair to or replacement bench near St Aidan’s Church
Two benches were in need of repair within the parish, one in the grounds of St Aidan’s which was not currently on the Parish Council Asset Register.  It was resolved that Cllr D Bowman would organise repair of the structures, at a rough estimate of £200 for both.  Pads on the defibrillator machinery at the Boatside Inn Warden require replacing later in the month.  ACTION: Cllr D Bowman to organise seat repairs; Cllr SJ Heminsley to speak to Boatside tenant regarding replacement of defibrillator pads. 

2020/76	Parish Council noticeboard at garage: update on cleansing product for inside of board
Discussed earlier.

2020/77	The Railway Inn: Update on planning appeal
County Council had advised the Asset of Community Value would be automatically renewed , however Cllr SJ Heminsley had left a message at County Council for clarification as this appeared to be contrary to previous advice.

2020/78	Flooding – modelling improvements across the Tyne Valley
Nothing to report.

2020/79	To discuss re-opening of play area and risks associated due to Covid-19
Risk Assessment could be carried out if the pub tenant wished to re-open, however at the present time the play area was still closed.  ACTION: Cllr SJ Heminsley to contact pub tenant and discuss tenant’s views.

2020/80	Climate Change Group – to receive update
Tree planting, bus use, proposed cycleway, recycling and solar power were a few of the items being looked into by the group, and proposals that require funding should be presented at the November Parish Council meeting. Group were attempting to sign people up to a rural broadband initiative.

2020/81	Web-site Accessibility Regulations
No further information had been received from the National Association of Local Council’s regarding adjustments that may be required for the web-site to adhere to regulations.  

2020/82	Communications – to confirm actions from this meeting
	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Allotments
	Clerk to serve termination notice on allotment holder 
and advise landowner of water coming off the field

	Noticeboard
	Cllr Liddle to clean in due course.

	Bin West of level crossing
	Clerk to initially ask if the County Council could arrange 
installation of wheelie bin.

	Litter picking
	Date for litter pick  confirmed as 27/9/20; Clerk to arrange 
loan of litter picking equipment from County Council and 
G Charlton to also contact County Council – if equipment 
not available, a budget of £100 was agreed for purchase of 
litter picks.

	Speed signage, traffic calming measures
	Clerk to confirm support with proposals for Newbrough School but request 20mph be mandatory, not advisory

	Path by old village hall
	Clerk to contact T Derbyshire, Footpaths Officer County Council to ascertain if this is a public footpath

	Beacon
	Clerk to ask if work could be actioned more quickly

	Hedgecutting/weed killing
	Parish Council to liaise with County Council and landowners on an annual basis.  Cllr SJ Heminsley to contact County Council Officer as regards litter picking of soil and liase with G Charlton regarding East Fourstones hedge

	Railway Inn
	Clerk and Cllr SJ Heminsley to seek clarification on process for re-registering inn as an asset of community value.

	Local Transport Plan 2021-2022
	Clerk to submit requests to NCC further to Cllr WJ Foot providing info relating to Hardhaugh

	Prudham Quarry
	Clerk to forward objections to County Council

	Government proposals relating to planning applications
	Cllr SJ Heminsley and Cllr S Robson to draft response and circulate to all

	Town Hall annual report
	Clerk to circulate to all Cllr’s

	Seat repairs
	Cllr D Bowman to organise repairs at an approximate cost of £200

	Defib pads
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to liase with Boatside tenant regarding replacement pads

	Play area
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to liase with Boatside tenant regarding current view of reopening play area





2020/83	Date and Time of Next Meeting 
Then next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 2nd November 2020 commencing 7pm.

The meeting closed at 910pm.
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