

THE PARISH COUNCIL OF WHITTON AND TOSSON

UNCONFIRMED Minutes of the Virtual PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
held on 20th August 2020 at 7.00pm at Zoom 869 8838 2364

Present: 	Hilary Dunn (HD -Chair), Alan Winlow (AW -Vice Chair), Fran Tait (FT), Val Burwood (VB).
In attendance: 	Tom Burwood (TB - Web Master), Alan Tait (AT- parish resident). Clerk: Garth Rhodes

The meeting opened at 7.00p.m.

1. Apologies for absence. None
2. Minutes of the meeting held on the 18th June 2020 were considered. FT proposed that the minutes were a true record, seconded by AW. The minutes to be signed by the Chair.				Action: Clerk          
3. Matters arising from the minutes
i) Whitton wastewater improvements and associated road closure. The work had gone well. Activity had now progressed onto Silverton Terrace
ii) Local Electricity Bill and response from Anne-Marie Trevelyan. A reply from Steve Shaw, Power to the People had been received, thanking the PC for their support. Clerk had written to Anne-Marie Trevelyan MP to ask for her support. She had responded to say she was full supportive of the Bill but would be unable to attend the next vote in the House as she would be absent on constituency business,
iii) Maintenance of the Parish Council Noticeboard. Alan Tait had completed the maintenance and varnishing of the noticeboard. Members thanked Alan for his efforts.
iv) Northumberland Local Plan Examination. The details of the consultation for the Examination had been circulated to members. Members were asked to submit any issues individually.		     Action: All
v) Update on the impact of the Coronavirus on Parish Council business and any changes in operation as restrictions are eased. The Govt. had further amended the regulations regarding local government meetings. The national NALC's Legal Dept. had issued amended guidance  It would appear that the only key issue that had changed to impact on WTPC, was that the PC should now provide the on-line link to meetings on the web/noticeboard rather than just asking members of the public/press to contact the Clerk for the details.  											Action: Clerk
4. Highways and Footways including:
i) Traffic speed along Carterside Road/lorries on the lower road. FT reported her concerns regarding speeding vehicles along Carterside Road. There had been an increase in traffic due to more people accessing the area during lockdown and the road being used as an informal diversion during road closures at Thropton. Hopefully, the traffic volume would return to near normal as the Thropton road re-opened. Technically the speed limit here was 60 mph, although conditions did not favour such speeds.  Motor bikes were also using the track from Lady Bridge up to Carterside Rd which was causing concern. This track was thought to allow access by motor vehicles. If this activity continued, the police would be asked to patrol the area. The problems of the speeding lorries on the B6344 was of concern. Whilst this was technically outside the jurisdiction of the PC, it did impact on residents travelling this route. AW would raise this issue at the next Coquetadale Cluster meeting.	   							   Action: AW
ii) Highways and Footways Report. AW reported:
Highways:
· There were many potholes in the Tosson to Lordenshaw road between the parish council seat and the cattle grid. Most of them either near the seat or the entrance to the Forestry England car park.
· Preparation for the resurfacing of the road through Tosson and the road up to Tosson continues. The scheme was being designed by an NCC engineer. Works were now scheduled for October.
· The fencing alongside the cattle grid on the Tosson to Lordenshaw road had been renewed on both sides of the grid.
	Verges:
· The wall alongside the Carterside road at the unofficial passing place close to the Tosson road junction remained in an unstable condition. NCC to create an official passing place.
· A lorry that came off the road half-way between Ryehill and Little Tosson had caused a significant hazard in the form of a long deep depression at the roadside. Two lorries had fallen in the hole. This needed to be filled in urgently as the deep hole was hidden in the verge vegetation.
Seats & Road Signs:
· The Cattle Grid sign on the Tosson to Lordenshaw road is missing and needs replacing. (Reported in June)
· The seat located on the Tosson to Lordenshaw road needs re-staining and small repair.		   Action: AW 
· The direction sign in the centre of Ryehill had been broken and is need of repair. The sign was currently lying at the foot of the post. (Reported in June).
Drains:
· Entrances to pipes under Carterside road & entrance to Lime Kiln car park road checked and both were in working order. 
· The vegetation in the ditch downstream of Carterside road had been cleared in several places to facilitate cleaning of the ditch. The ditch was to be cleaned out by the farmer.
AW to take up required actions with NCC Highways.						   Action: AW
iii) Local Transport Plan priorities for 2021/22. NCC had requested WTPCs three local transport plan priorities for 2021/22 which must be submitted by 11th October 2020. There were no priorities submitted by WTPC for 2020/21. The following were proposed:
1. Advisory signage for Heavy vehicles/single track road, official passing places and repairs to road to make safe on Silverton Lane
2. Official passing places and repairs to road to make safe on Carterside Road
3. Extension of 30 mph speed limit on Silverton Lane
	AW agreed to speak to Graham Bucknall for advice on these proposals These would then be submitted for 	approval by the PC, prior to submission to NCC.						Action: AW
5. New Matters
i) Tree planting and maintenance. AW & Jane Cheadle. had carried out a lot of maintenance of planted areas in the last few months.  AW had created a register of the areas where trees have been planted in the last few years. It would serve as a record of what Whitton and Tosson Parish Council were doing to combat climate change and it would be updated as time goes by. The register very much a “work in progress” issue, but in a format that shows the data clearly. Next step is to provide a map with the register to show the locations of the various areas mentioned. It would also be a good idea to classify the planting under headings of such as, ‘roadside planting’, ‘shelter belt’, ‘hedgerow trees’, etc. Thanks were due to Jane for all of the hours she had put in planting and carrying out maintenance, to Nicola Tait and John Monaghan for the supply of used tree tubes, to Graham Bucknall for permission to plant  on the verges of the highways, to John Foggin, Andrew Turnbull and Dereck Milburn for permission to plant up a number of locations on their property. Alan suggested that taking up the offer of free trees from NCC was unnecessary as the real cost of the planting was for the ancillary supplies and time spent in planting. Members thanked Alan for his significant contribution in time, effort and finance of this particularly important project. A short article on this to be placed on Facebook with an invitation to donate towards this work.		     								     Action: TB 
6. Finance
i) Notification of receipts since the last meeting. None
ii) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. None
iii) Requests for donations. None
iv) Bank Reconciliation to 17th August 2020. Remains the same as at last meeting:
	
	Bank Reconciliation at 17th August 2020
	£

	Balance per bank statements at 28 May 2020
	
	

	
	Current account
	
	2148.20

	
	Savings Account
	
	2006.15

	
	
	
	
	4154.35

	Less unpresented cheques
	Garth Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses (Apr/May/Jun)
	222.36
	

	
	HMRC
	PAYE (Apr/May/Jun)
	51.60
	

	
	
	
	
	273.96

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	Total
	
	
	
	3880.39

	Balance per cash book 
	
	
	
	3880.39



v) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2019/20.  We had received an automated message to notify us that PKF Littlejohn had received and logged the notification of exempt status for the year ended 31 March 2020. As we had claimed exemption there was no review to be performed and consequently no auditor certificate and report, or any other closure documentation, to be issued for this reporting year.
vi) Insurance cover. Still waiting to receive the proposal form from NCC. Clerk had escalated the issue with NCC and awaiting their response.								Action: Clerk
vii) Bank account – online arrangements. HD had been unsuccessful to date in gaining on-line access to the account for the Clerk as no banking business advisers were available due to the current Covid-19 pandemic. She would attempt to make contact before the next meeting.			                    Action: HD
7. Planning: To consider any planning applications and planning matters including:
i) There were currently no requests for applications that had not already been commented on.
ii) Planning for the Future - White Paper – The Clerk had forwarded a briefing paper on this. The consultation ended on 29th October. There were 24 proposals to completely revise the Planning Process. 
iii) Changes to the current planning system: Consultation on changes to planning policy and regulations. In conjunction with Planning for the Future the Government were carrying out a second consultation regarding changes to the current system. This consultation set out proposals for measures to improve the effectiveness of the current system. The four main proposals were: 
a. Changes to the standard method for assessing local housing need. 
b. Securing of First Homes, sold at a discount to market price for first time buyers, including key workers.
c. Temporarily lifting the small sites threshold below which developers do not need to contribute to affordable housing, to up to 40 or 50 units to support SME builders as the economy recovers from the impact of Covid-19.
d. Extending the current Permission in Principle to major development so landowners and developers now have a fast route to secure the principle of development for housing on sites without having to work up detailed plans first.
	There were 35 questions. Comments to be submitted by on-line or in writing. 
	VB agreed to study the information on both consultations on behalf of members and feedback to the next meeting. Members would then decide what/ if any comments they would wish to make.            Action: VB
8. Police Report – No report had been received, which was surprising as the Police contact had been positive about providing a report.									Action: Clerk
9. Correspondence: Correspondence list had been to be forwarded to members. Important communications had been incorporated into the agenda
10. AOB. Cllr Stephen Bridgett had sent out an email asking for support to reinstate the petrol station and SPAR shop in Thropton. This was out of the jurisdiction of the PC. Members were encouraged to submit personal responses if they so wished.
11. Date of next meeting: 	 Thursday 1st October 2020 at 7.00 p.m. on-line

	The meeting closed at 7.53p.m.

Garth Rhodes
Clerk
5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB 
Tel: 01665 570347	 Email: whittonandtossonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
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