LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES OF VIRTUAL MEETING

	Meeting on:		7th April 2021
	Meeting at:		Zoom 824 2074 2255	
	Meeting time:		7:00 pm
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Allison Davies (AD,) Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL), Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Weldon (DW), 
	In attendance:		Cllr Trevor Thorne, Clerk
	
1) Apologies for Absence - None 
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 19 below 
a) [bookmark: _Hlk68519031]Memorial seat for Yvonne Scanlon KGV Playing Field
b) Great British Spring Clean 2021
c) Village hall boundary 
d) Nomination Paper support
3) [bookmark: _Hlk68515411]Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report- None 
6) County Councillors Report – see Item 6 at end of the meeting
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the virtual meeting held on 3rd March 2021 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Traffic calming measures Rothbury Rd. Numerous complaints about the new chicanes particularly the one adjacent Dennis Common had been received. The general opinion was that the chicane has been placed on the wrong side of the Rothbury Rd making it dangerous for those entering from High Town. Temporary bollards and roadwork signs were still in place making it somewhat difficult to ascertain the extent of the problem. Those who had sent in comments had been asked to refer these to NCC Highways. Cllr Thorne had agreed to speak to Highways on this issue (See item 6). There was an additional problem of vehicles being parked directly adjacent the chicanes and blocking the view for oncoming traffic, which had been the reason for a number of near misses. Agreed to write to Highways asking them to clarify how they would restrict parking adjacent the chicanes.											   Action: Clerk
b) Village Inspection – Members reported on the condition of roads, pavements and trees in their areas for the report to NCC. Trees had been well tended by NCC. It was noticeable that most of the streets and highways had seen good improvements with respect to road repairs. However, there were two issues which it was agreed to bring to the attention of NCC.
i. There were several serious potholes at the east end of Church Street adjacent the church, down to the A697 that require immediate attention.
ii. The condition of the footpaths throughout the village was of major concern with many tripping hazards being a significant worry in a village with a large proportion of elderly and infirm residents. The footpaths around Rimside View were in a very serious and dangerous condition. The PC recognised the budgetary constraints with respect to footpaths, but as the period of lack of attention lengthened year on year, deterioration increased disproportionately. 
													   Action: Clerk
c) Elections: 6th May 2021. All serving Cllr nomination forms had been submitted, checked and accepted. Possibility of at least two further nominations so the election could be contested. Members were reminded that we had now entered the period of purdah and that councillors were not allowed to use any parish council facilities, actions or current status as councillors to encourage electors to vote for them.
d) Digital Meetings. The government’s decision had not been to extend remote meeting powers after 6th May 2021, yet Government Coronavirus regulations currently did not allow local government to carry out face to face meetings. NALC were continuing to work with other stakeholders on this issue and had submitted written evidence to the courts as part of proceedings for a legal declaration on the ability of councils to hold remote meetings.	              
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended – AD/GF had met with Cussins re Lightpipe Farm see Item 14.
10) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of March 2021. Approved. It was noted that the first half of the precept of £12,000 had been received that day.
	01/03/2021
	Donnelly
	Allotment Fees (1b)
	10.00

	01/03/2021
	Barclays Business A/C
	Ac No. 30586455 Interest
	0.15

	
	
	Total
	10.15


b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved
	10/03/2021
	Ludman Planning Ltd
	Neighbourhood Plan Consultation
	4500.00

	17/03/2021
	G Rhodes reimbursement
	HP 148 Printer & 2 yr. care pack
	157.99

	17/03/2021
	G Rhodes reimbursement
	Cartridge people HP Black Toner 
	63.90

	17/03/2021
	A Davies expenses
	Printing Stationery
	106.12

	25/03/2021
	Ludman Planning Ltd
	Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Stg 3
	3000.00

	05/04/2021
	SLCC
	Membership Fee 2021-22
	130.00

	05/04/2021
	Gavin Christie
	Grounds Maintenance (Mar)
	292.00

	05/04/2021
	Gavin Christie 
	Grounds Maintenance (to cemetery)
	-42.00

	05/04/2021
	Garth Rhodes reimbursement
	Zoom monthly instalment
	14.39

	05/04/2021
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	389.24

	05/04/2021
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cemetery 
	-19.01

	17/03/2021
	British Gas
	Electricity Sports court
	10.42

	22/03/2021
	L/fram Memorial Hall
	Annual Grant
	400.00

	
	
	Total
	9003.05


c) Requests for donations. None.
d) Bank Reconciliation to 5th April 2021. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	

	at 25th March 2021
	Community account
	
	68182.85

	
	Business Saver
	
	6104.32

	
	
	
	
	74287.17

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	

	Cemetery
	
	
	0.00
	

	Parish Council
	04/02/2021
	Citizen Advice N/land
	50.00
	

	
	10/03/2021
	Ludman Planning Ltd
	4500.00
	

	
	17/03/2021
	A Davies expenses
	106.12
	

	
	25/03/2021
	Ludman Planning Ltd
	3000.00
	

	
	05/04/2021
	SLCC
	130.00
	

	
	05/04/2021
	Gavin Christie
	292.00
	

	
	05/04/2021
	Garth Rhodes 
	14.39
	

	
	05/04/2021
	G Rhodes
	389.24
	

	
	
	
	
	8481.75

	Uncredited Deposits - Cemetery
	
	0.00
	

	Parish Council
	02/03/2021
	W. Weallans
	21.26
	

	
	
	
	
	21.26

	
	
	
	
	65826.68

	Balance per cash book 
	PC
	
	
	53482.07

	
	Cemetery
	
	
	12344.61

	
	
	
	
	65826.68


e) Approval of Accounts to March 2020 – pre- Annual Return including JBC proportional accounts for Brinkburn & Longframlington. Due to the incapacity of the clerk following recent knee replacement surgery this work had not yet been undertaken. The annual accounts would be submitted at the May meeting at which time the Internal Auditor report and AGAR Part 1 and possibly Part 2 would be available, thus providing ample time for the AGAR to be submitted to the external auditor in July (see 10 f ii below). Agreed.
f) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2021/22
i. To consider and agree dates and process for submitting accounts to the internal auditor. Clerk had consulted Peter Basnett and agreed a submission date (including AGAR) for the internal audit of Tuesday 27th April. Peter had agreed (all things being well) to continue to undertake the internal audit for 2021/22.
ii. To consider and agree dates and process for completing AGAR submitting accounts to the external auditor. PKF Littlejohn had sent their instructions through email links and provided access to the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). All the relevant information and guidance was available online which the Clerk had yet to scrutinise. As we had not been Informed it was assumed that we had not been selected as part of the 5% sample subject to intermediate review. Submission deadline for the receipt of the approved AGAR and supporting documentation was Friday 2 July 2021. It was expected that we would be able to meet this deadline and therefore did not, at this time, need to consider alternative arrangements. 
g) VAT Return 2020-21. This had yet to be submitted and had been delayed due to the Clerk’s incapacity and outstanding questions relating to EU VAT returns, post-Brexit.
h) [bookmark: _Hlk68525394]Insurance Renewal 2020-21. The long-term agreement (LTA) with Zurich came to an end on 01/06/2021 and if our policy details remain unchanged, they were offering the following options:
• A 5-year LTA premium of £754.03
• A 3-year LTA premium of £787.37
• A 1-year standard premium of £820.70
[bookmark: _Hlk68525483]We had received a second quotation through BHIB Council Insurance Brokers for a policy from Aviva, for a total premium of 
· £722.14 inclusive of 12% insurance premium tax or a
· [bookmark: _Hlk68781090]A 3-year Long Term Undertaking would reduce the annual premium to £679.50 including insurance premium tax. 
Whilst in some areas the Aviva cover was less than Zurich, the Aviva policy clearly met our needs. It was agreed to take out the 3-year BHIB policy. (GF: Proposed, Seconded: AD, All in Favour).
11) Village Activities – Opening of the Memorial Hall. GF had spoken with Anrea Munro (AM), 10 days previously and at that time the Memorial Hall Committee were not considering opening the hall. However, as lock-down rules eased they may reconsider. AM remains point of contact for hall bookings.
12) Allotments
a) Management:
i. Invoicing for annual rents and water. All invoices had now been paid.
b) Maintenance
i. Reported by tenant that the wooden gate at the entrance to plot 2 was damaged.  GF had inspected and recommended replacement.  Prices ranged from £70 - £300. GF to cost, source and arrange installation of reasonable quality gate at a sensible cost, Agreed.							        Action: GF
13) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Sports Court & Playground arrangements during the current pandemic. Pandemic notices had been removed. Sports court was open and lights back on. No complaints received now the court was not being locked overnight. All agreed to continue and monitor this arrangement.
b) Actions following sports courts and playground inspection. DW had other pressing commitments and these actions were still outstanding.											      Action: DW
Wood chippings around mini slide and new multi-gym climbing frame required ‘fluffing-up’. GF to organise a date and time and inform members when this was to take place. In the meantime, AD would begin the task on her frequent visits with her children to the park. 
												 Action: GF/All
14) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position

	20/02098/VARYCO
	Land West of Meadow Lodge
	Withdrawn
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	20/02916/FUL
	Land South East of Christmas Farm 
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	21/00076/FUL
	The Tealing 
	Granted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	20/03889/VARYCO
	Fram Park 
	Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	21/00512/VARYCO
	Land East of Granby Inn Variation to allow some minor design changes to approved drawings
	Registered 
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	21/00584/OHL
	Church Street/Church Lane. Replace 24 electricity poles 
	Decided
No Objection to proposal.
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	1/00270/FUL
	Picklewood. Two storey side extension 
	Granted
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses



Whilst 20/02098/VARYCO -Land West of Meadow Lodge had been withdrawn this was because Highways had insufficient information from the applicant to make a response within deadline. Applicant requested to re-submit application when all required information is available.
20/02916/FUL - Land South East of Christmas Farm. Applicant had submitted a revised plan which should meet the Highways requirements.
AD/GF had a preliminary meeting with Cussins re the Lightpipe Farm development. Discussion had focussed on the footpath diversion and plans for the area of woodland. AD/GF to attend follow up meeting on Wednesday 14 April 2021 when Cussins will present their ideas for the woodland. Contractors would be erecting fencing the following week, prior to archaeological surveying. Cussins would be submitting a reserved matters application.
15) Cemetery/JBC issues:
a) Finance
i. Notification of receipts since last meeting.  None.
ii. Charge for Clerk and Other Payments. Approved.
	10/03/2021
	Anglian Water Business
	Water bill
	13.92

	05/04/2021
	Gavin Christie 
	Grounds Maintenance 
	42.00

	05/04/2021
	LPC
	Clerk's wages 
	19.01

	10/03/2021
	NCC 
	Non domestic rate bill
	0.00

	
	
	Total
	74.93


iii. Bank information to 3rd March 2021 = 12344.61. Approved.
iv. Income & Expenditure 2020/21 to 3rd March 2021: Approved.
	Income
	
	

	Precept
	3000.00 
	

	Other Cemetery Income
	436.00 
	

	VAT
	1944.00 
	

	Total Cemetery Income
	
	5380.00 

	Expenditure
	
	

	Plaques
	51.00 
	

	Maintenance
	1282.67 
	

	Rates
	52.85 
	

	Capital Purchases
	0.00 
	

	Admin Expenses
	322.11 
	

	Total Cemetery Expenditure
	
	1708.63 

	Net Income less Expenditure
	
	3671.37 
















b) Burials/Ashes internments. None
c) Memorial applications. Single memorial for Charles and Vera Thompson (between Plots 295/296) was granted by GF/GN/Clerk on 8th March 2021 through delegated powers. Payment in full.
d) Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst Parish Council Joint Burial Committee Dissolution. The Dissolution Agreement had been signed by both PC chairs. As from 1st April 2021 all cemetery issues had been transferred to LPC and the JBC was no longer in existence. All cemetery documentation and financial systems had been updated to reflect this.
e) Cemetery Extension. Now that the JBC dissolution had gone through, preparations for the completion of the cemetery extension could go ahead which included: 
i. Re-registration of the whole cemetery site, as currently this was in three separate agreements.	        Action: GF
ii. A review of the drainage arrangements, as during heavy periods of rainfall, water was draining onto the existing cemetery path, mostly due to water draining from the surrounding agricultural land. GF to meet with neighbouring landowner to discuss.								        	        Action: GF
16) Action Plan – April 2021
a) Sports Courts and Playground – Inspect in preparation for RoSPA inspection				        Action: GF
b) Playground –bark chippings, order more if required	(see 13b)
c) Review Risk Assessments for Parish Council and Cemetery - To ensure that insurance (renewed in June) will be adequate. Clerk to forward current Risk Assessments (RA) to members for scrutiny. Then once agreed, Clerk to transfer Cemetery RA onto LPC RA, keeping both as separate elements.						              Action: All/Clerk

Main Issues 
17) Matters agreed under Delegated Powers
a) [bookmark: _Hlk68784185]Erection of Easter Cross 2021- Delegated Powers decision 20210316. A delegated powers decision had been taken by the GF/AD/ Clerk to allow the cross to be erected with up to six people participating on or after the 29th March (subject to any changes to HM Government covid regulations) was agreed, but the Parish Council would not allow the erection and removal of the cross on the 17th March for the purpose of making a video, as this contravened government restrictions at that time.
b) HP LaserJet Pro M148dw - Delegated powers decision 20210316. Agreed by delegated powers by GF/AD/ Clerk to replace the current unreliable Brother printer, as cost of repair was greater than purchase of new printer. New printer was Black and White which would reduce the maintenance and toner costs and appeared to be a great improvement.
18) Neighbourhood Plan.  There were a further two weeks of consultation. Numerous responses to date with over 40 hard copy loans of the plan. Comments were mostly very positive. As a result, there would be only a few minor changes to the existing plan. There had been some negative chatter on Facebook but this had been removed by the site owner as comments had become personal. People would need to be encouraged to get out to vote at the referendum. Nationally turn-out for referenda was low. A simple majority decision is al that is required. 
19.50 hrs DW joined the meeting
19) Any Urgent Business. The chair reminded members that the following items were for discussion only.
a) Memorial seat for Yvonne Scanlon KGV Playing Field. A request from friends of the late Yvonne Scanlon for permission to place a memorial seat just inside the walls of the green opposite Liz Wood’s house, had been received. They plan to fund raise for the bench which would be in wood with a plaque. Members were generally supportive of the request but consideration was needed as to the siting of the bench and the material of construction (previous decision that all outdoor seating would be of recycled plastic). GF to follow through the request with approval via delegated powers.	                 		        Action: GF
b) Great British Spring Clean 2021. The PC had been contacted by Keep Britain Tidy. The launch of their 2021 Great British Spring Clean campaign, recently went live. They wanted people across the country to get outside and get active to clean up a million miles of UK streets, coastline, parks, footpaths and neighbourhoods.  They would like to know if LPC could help and also fill in a short survey of its intended actions. They had developed a handy pack of assets and resources to help local communities engage in the campaign. This included a press release, assets for social media and key messages. Supporters could join them by making a simple pledge and let them know how many minutes they'd cleaned-up for during the campaign (28 May – 13 June 2021). The minutes would be converted to miles with the hope that, come summer, all would enjoy a cleaner, greener, litter-free environment. People could pledge as an individual or as a group, ensuring they follow the latest Covid-19 guidance about group gatherings outdoors. Agreed that as Cllr Thorne had an existing campaign it would be sensible to have a conversation as to how the PC could work with him and his team as part of the Spring Clean.		        Action: GF
c) To inform councillors of boundary issues between the Hall grounds and number 12 High Town.  Following an original request to the Memorial Hall Committee, GF had met with the residents of 12 Hightown regarding their request for a re-alignment of the boundary between their property and the LPC land on which the Memorial Hall sat, along with a request for a contribution of 50% costs. Due to poor installation of the retaining embankment and fencing by the Hightown developers, the boundary fence needed replacement along with embankment repairs and drainage. The current boundary included a ‘dog’s leg’ which the current contractor, engaged by the 12 Hightown residents, had recommended be straightened. This would mean that a small area (1m x 2m approx.) currently possibly within the LPC land would be given over to 12 Hightown residents. Land Registry records for the two properties were conflicting as to ownership of the stated area. Members were unanimously in favour of giving up any claim on the small area of land in question, but not in favour of a contribution to costs as the work was only needed due the building of High Town and the poor quality of the developers work. GF to negotiate on behalf of the Parish Council and decision to be taken through delegated powers.	        				        Action: GF 
d) Nomination Paper support. Members were very grateful to Gail Graham for her invaluable assistance in supporting them in the completion and submission of nomination papers. Proposed, as a mark of gratitude to present her with a £20 gift token along with a card donated by the Paper shop with decision taken through delegated powers.		        Action: GF

20.15 hrs. Cllr Thorne joined the meeting.
Item 6: County Councillors Report.  TT reported that he was extremely pleased with the ongoing road repairs on C106 at North End, which had been in very poor order. The improved surface, drainage and strengthening of the roadside meant that we now had an excellent stretch of road. He was aware of the concern regarding the installation of the chicanes on the Rothbury Road, particularly the one adjacent Rookwood Cottage which he agreed appeared to have been put on the wrong side of the road, resulting in a dangerous junction coming out of Hightown. Members discussed with TT various alternatives and it was agreed that he continue his 
dialogue with Highways re the traffic calming measures and to discuss how best to rectify the problem of the chicane adjacent Rookwood Cottage, to ensure that the new measures do not allow a straight run-through for traffic. Solutions might include:
i. A double chicane at this point
ii. Moving all chicanes to opposite side
iii. Adding further chicane at some point beside KGV playing field
Also, to make enquiries at NCC as to whether it would be possible to obtain a licence to cut back allotment hedge adjacent the chicane which would not normally be allowed at this time of year due to the possibility of birds nesting.
TT was very excited about the proposed regeneration scheme on the old Blyth Power Station site which had received £4.4m from the Government’s Local Growth Deal through the North East Local Enterprise Partnership and would bring significant numbers of jobs to the North East.
Cllr Thorne was heavily involved in his litter collection campaign and was currently focussing on the area along A1. It was very disappointing to see both the amounts of rubbish thrown from cars and that left to rot by road contractors. He was very appreciative of a number of local people who were concentrating their efforts in and around the parish. TT agreed to meet with GF to discuss how the PC and he and his team could work together on the great British Spring Clean.
20) Agenda Items for, and Date of Next Meeting – 

      			Annual General Meeting:			7.00 p.m. Wednesday 12th May 2021. Venue to be arranged.
		May Parish Council Meeting:			Wednesday 12th May 2021. Immediately after AGM. Venue to 						be arranged.
June Parish Council Meeting:	7.00 p.m. Wednesday 9th June 2021. Venue to be arranged.

It had already been agreed at the March PC meeting that due to the uncertainty of how annual meetings were to be conducted this year that no Annual Village Meeting would take place.
Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com	
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