
MINUTES OF THE EMBLETON QUARRY WORKING GROUP 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th April 2021 Via ZOOM 
 

Present: Terry Howells (TH) – Chair, Ian Brown(IB), Kevin Redgrave(KR), David Cooper(DC), John Young(JY) 

   Gary Woodburn(GW), Andy Davis (AD), Chris German(CG). 

Apologies: Denise Metcalfe(DM). 

Declarations of Interest: None 

             Action 

1:  Minutes of the last meetings. 
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd March were accepted as a true record, proposed by 
KR and seconded by GW. These will be signed by the Chair at a later date. 

 

2: Summer Grazing 
The ponies need to be moved from the quarry asap. Repairs to the fence between the field 
and playpark have been completed and the clearing of rubbish from the site has started. It 
was agreed to put a ‘temporary’ guard fence along the eastern boundary (road) and a small 
section at the gap in the hedge to the playpark. The water supply also needs to be 
connected. A working party will be held on 08/04 and another on 11/04 to complete the 
work with the aim to move the ponies by 18/04. 

 
 
 
 
 

3: Land Transfer 
Final details of the transfer of land to the east of Whinstone View have been received and 
there will be a cost of £550 to cover administration and a newspaper advert. The transfer of 
the old quarry house has been agreed in principle but is subject to us proving we have the 
necessary funding and planning permission being granted. The first task is to have a 
structural survey of the existing building done to determine if any of it can stay up. IB 
mentioned that both the Northumberland Wildlife Trust (NWT) and the AONB were 
interested in using the site as a local base. For matters to progress (subject to PC approval) 
we need to secure some initial funding to pay for the survey and next stages. IB to progress 
with NWT. 
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4: Donation of Saplings 
A local resident has offered 20 saplings which would be planted in the woodland areas by 
the families of children at Trinity Tots. The meeting welcomed this. CG will inform the 
resident and KR will coordinate the planting. GW suggested that the school also might like 
to plant some trees; he will approach the head teacher. KR suggested that Oak and Field 
Maple would be ideal species. 
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5: Fencing 
The PC had agreed to the proposal to put a fence along the water’s edge, and this will be 
added to the list of projects for the autumn. JY suggested that the posts should be creosoted 
in advance and gave details of a supplier who would deliver a large barrel. CG noted that 
there will be some posts/strainers left over from the summer grazing project. To be 
progressed at the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 

6: Projects 
The major projects are all planned for the autumn due to nesting birds and wildflowers, 
although some elements of the accessibility project are progressing. GW proposed the 
levelling off of the middle path which would best be done by a mini digger. GW/JY/KR to 
meet on site to review.  
The lowering of the kerb at the Quakers Row entrance will need to be done by NCC. 
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7: Risk Assessment 
DC has updated the risk assessment to incorporate the Dark Skies project. CG to circulate. 

 
CG 

8: Signage 
GW had circulated the information that will sit behind the QR code prior to the meeting. The 
meeting thanked GW for an excellent document. GW requested that the document was 
checked for spelling, grammar etc asap. The meeting agreed that this should be a dynamic 
document which meant we would have to host the link on the PC website, GW to approach 
the Parish Clerk. 
A second quote had been received for the interpretation boards which was similar to the 
initial quote. The meeting agreed that these should be mounted on whinstone plinths built 
from stone from the quarry. JY offered a large lump of whinstone and it was suggested that 
a local resident could build them if necessary. 
GW proposed that simple signs be mounted at both entrances to highlight the site was 
beyond the  signs. GW to produce a design for the next meeting. 
CG noted that the signs on the kissing gates would need to be changed once the ponies 
leave, GW to design a sign to indicate why dogs should be on leads in the paddock even 
though the ponies are not present. 
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9: Seating 
There were some concrete pillars on site which could be used to mount the seats and the 
possibility of using wooden sleepers for the actual seat was agreed. The exact location(s) 
will be decided in the autumn and this will be added to the list of projects. 

 

10: Dark Skies 
GW reported that the nomination had been submitted but that the only person who could 
agree the nomination of Dark Skies Discovery Site status was currently off sick. Other AONB’s 
and National Parks had set up their own DSDS and he is liaising with our AONB who are 
proposing do the same. 

 
 

11: Pond Overflow 
Weekly checks are continuing by viewing the water level against the painted marks on the 
sump. At their last visit KR and CG had noted that waves were eroding the mud around the 
new concrete and some sort of protection will be required in the near future. To be reviewed 
at the next meeting. 

 
 
 

12: Next Working Party 
See item 2. 

 
 

13: Financial Summary 
The balance of funds stood at just over £22K as we have bought items for the summer 
grazing field. The invoice for the fencing in the quarry is still awaited. 

 
 

14: Any Other Business 
IB reported that the Coast Guard had approached him about carrying out an exercise in the 
quarry on the evening of 13th April from 7-9pm. The meeting agreed to the request. 
GW reported that he and AD had performed a litter pick in the paddock and there are several 
areas where the topsoil is very thin, and rubbish is exposed. It may be necessary to add more 
soil in places. 
KR reported that the mower had been delivered to the repairers and the estimate to fix it 
and replace the flails was circa £250. The meeting agreed to proceed with the repairs. 
CG reported that Coast Care were continuing to operate until June, and it was agreed to 
approach them to see if they could help in the quarry again. 
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15: Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday May 5th at 7pm via ZOOM 

 

  
 

 


