THE PARISH COUNCIL OF WHITTON AND TOSSON

Minutes of the Virtual PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
held on 18th February at 7.00pm at Zoom 870 0080 5883

Present: 	Val Burwood (VB), Hilary Dunn (HD -Chair), Peter Henry (PH), Fran Tait (FT), Alan Winlow (AW -			Vice Chair), 
In attendance: 	Tom Burwood (TB) – Webmaster, Alan Tait (AT- parish resident), David Biesterfield (DB) 				Northumberland & Newcastle Society, Clerk: Garth Rhodes.
The meeting opened at 7.00 p.m.

1. Apologies for absence. None.
2. The Northumberland Sandstone Ridges & Vales – a Valued Landscape’ – Alison Farmer Associates January 2021 (‘the Study):  HD welcomed David Biesterfield (DB) of the Northumberland & Newcastle Society (N&N) to the meeting after which DB provided a brief introduction to the study. The full report can be found at: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9udrr92q2j7up36/AACK5fdxeoZk29Lhiqn11ZJea?dl=0
The reasons for the Study were that the N&N, had recognised the serious gap in Northumberland County Council’s approach to our landscapes, in the discharge of both its planning decision and plan making/policy functions. Despite being advised by its own experts (in 2010) to carry out just the sort of work now completed through the Study, it had never done so. The result, following the scrapping of the former Area of High Landscape Value designations in the now superseded Alnwick and Berwick District Plans, was that there was no evidence-based recognition of the ‘value’ of our wonderful landscapes. That deficiency left our landscapes exposed to bad planning decisions in relation to development which would be likely to harm those landscapes, for example approval of windfarms. The Parish Council were asked to pass a resolution to welcome the study and agree its broad conclusions. The Parish Council passed the following resolution.:
Resolution. The Whitton & Tosson Parish Council supports the findings of ‘The Northumberland Sandstone Ridges & Vales – a Valued Landscape’ – Alison Farmer Associates January 2021 (‘the Study’) and adopts its suggested designation of that part of the Parish Area (and the landscapes surrounding it) as advised by the Study, as an Area of High Landscape Value. (Proposed: AW, Seconded: PH, All in Favour).
3. Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th December 2021 were considered. FT proposed that the minutes were a true record, seconded by AW. The minutes to be signed by the Chair.				Action: Clerk   
4. Matters arising from the minutes
i) Whitton wastewater improvements and associated road closure.  The work was close to completion. A smell of sewerage had been reported by AW to NWL and a response was awaited.
ii) Impact of the Coronavirus on Parish Council business. The Government had announced that they were reverting to a requirement for parish councils to meet face to face from 6th May 2021. However, there was a probability that a new regulation that councils could continue with on-line meetings was to be approved, as there was evidence that these had increased public attendance at meetings.
iii) Broadband Upgrade Fund – update. FT reported that it was unlikely that anything further would happen on this matter within the next 18 months. Agreed to remove this item from the agenda until further information is available.
iv) Election 2021. Parish Council elections were to go ahead on 6th May. Nomination papers had been delayed due to the Coronavirus epidemic. Whilst physical elections were to go ahead, electors were being encouraged to use postal voting. Agreed to call an extraordinary meeting for completion of nomination papers once these were available.									                      Action: Clerk
New Matters
5. Highways and Footways Report. AW presented the report:
Highways Inspection:
•	Resurfacing work at Tosson completed.
•	There is a large pothole in Silverton Lane halfway between Whitton and the School.
•	There are several potholes on the uphill side of Garleigh Bank on the Hexham road.
•	The road surface on the Lordenshaw road where it crosses the Grain Syke/Lordenshaw road half a kilometre 	south of Lordenshaw is in a frightful state – first or second gear required to negotiate the badly damaged 	surface.
•	There are several potholes in the Tosson to Lordenshaw road adjacent to the parish council seat. 
•	Potholes need filling on Carterside road. At the farm and about 100 yards to the west.
•	Met Mitch Young 17.02.21 to discuss the installation of a new gully on Carterside road 100 yards 	west of W 	Newtown Farm, a problem with blocked drainage at the bottom of the Tosson Mill track, and drainage issues 	on Carterside road– the provision of a wider grip in the roadside verge, the cleaning out of two sections of 	roadside ditch and the blockage of a gully that is causing flooding of the road.
Footpaths:
· A letter has been received from NCC regarding, “upgrade to public bridleway existing Parish of Tosson Public Footpath No 40.” See Item 12
Verges:
· The condition of the wall alongside the Carterside road at the unofficial passing place close to the Tosson road junction continues to deteriorate. 
· During the lockdown the Lordenshaw and Forestry Commission car parks have been extremely busy. The verges of the access roads are churned up in places due to the volume of traffic.
Seats & Road Signs:
· The Cattle Grid sign on the Tosson to Lordenshaw road is missing and needs replacing. 
· The damaged direction sign in the centre of Ryehill has been replaced. The recent damage caused to this sign and the roadside verges by a NCC vehicle has been rectified.
· The sign arms on the direction sign at the Lordenshaw road sign at the east end of Tosson are to be replaced with new ones that have lettering on both sides.
Drains:
·  The entrance to the pipe under Carterside road has been checked.
· The 40 m. length of ditch from the north end of the above pipe and the pipe under the track at the entrance to the field to the west is in need of cleaning out. Farmer to be notified.
· I have requested the installation of a gully at the side of Carterside road circa 50 yards west of the entrance to West Newtown Farm. Currently 3 stones are in place to keep the drain end open and the under-road pipe needs frequent cleaning out. There is standing water on the road when the entrance is blocked.
· Andrew Turnbull has cleaned out the ditch parallel to the track from Weaver’s Cottages to Wolves Haugh. I have asked if this ditch can be piped up to remove the need for repeated cleaning. 
	AW verbally reported that NCC were working on a possible proposal to improve the road between Hepple and 	Little Tosson to include passing places and improved ditches.
6. Finance
i) Notification of receipts since the last meeting. None
ii) Other Payments since the last meeting were approved. (proposed PH, Seconded FT)
	14/12/2020
	David Smith
	Strimming around benches
	120.00

	18/02/2021
	Thropton Parish Council
	Coquetdale Cluster Fee
	10.27

	
	
	Total
	130.27


iii) Requests for donations. Request from Northumberland Citizens Advice was not approved.
iv) Bank Reconciliation to 18th February 2021 was approved.
	Balance per bank statements
at 30 November 2021
	
	
	£

	
	Community account
	
	2074.85

	
	Business Saver
	
	2006.97

	
	
	
	4081.82

	Less unpresented cheques
	10/12/2020
	Garth Rhodes
	238.84
	

	
	10/12/2020
	HMRC
	56.00
	

	
	10/12/2020
	Garth Rhodes 
	16.92
	

	
	14/12/2020
	David Smith
	120.00
	

	
	18/02/2021
	Thropton Parish Council
	10.27
	

	
	
	
	
	442.03

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance 
	
	
	
	3639.79

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	3639.79



v) Budget and Precept Request 2021/22. No information had been received from NCC regarding election costs. As there were sufficient funds in reserves to cover any likely costs, there had been no need to amend the budget to accommodate for this and the agreed Precept Request for £4250 had therefore been submitted to NCC.
7. Planning: To consider any planning applications and planning matters including:
i) There were currently no requests for consultation that had not already been commented upon.
ii) Planning for the Future - White Paper and changes to the current planning system. Response dates had expired. Item to be removed from the agenda until further information was available.
8. Police Report. The below information reflects Whitton and Tosson area from 1st January 2021
Crimes reported 0 	Anti- Social Behaviour 0
Other Business
05/01/21 – Report of COVID breach on Whitton Bank road – VRN of vehicle obtained, further enquiries made – this was support group providing assistance to adults with special needs. 
09/01/21 – Report of increased number of visitors to Lordenshaw Car Park – concerns of amount of visitors in area due to c19. Area was attended by officers, no large groups seen together, all adhering to guidelines. National Park staff liaised with re OP ACORN. Continued patrols being made in area. 
02/02/21 – Suspicious Male Whitton Bank Road – near to JN Bentley building site. Contact made from security who were monitoring CCTV. Male appearing to take interest at building site, security dispatched to area, no damage/theft. Extra attention being given to area by Police. 
OP ACORN – Operation running in partnership with Northumberland National Parks. Concerns raised regarding car parks in area being used by youths/boy racers to gather, increase in visitor numbers to area. 
OP NIGHTWING – Operation concentrating on local crime/asb hotspots including patrols of closed licensed premises which could be vulnerable to break in.  
LOCAL CORONAVIRUS RESTRICTIONS – As you will be aware there are current restrictions in our area to reduce the spread of coronavirus. Any reports received of breaches of guidelines are followed up and dealt with accordingly. Please report any breaches.
OP CHECKPOINT – We have been conducting proactive patrols around rural areas including your area stopping and checking vehicles suspected in poaching and rural crime. 
Any incident of this nature that is reported will always be followed up. Please, if you see any suspicious vehicles or persons in the area REPORT THIS on 101 or online NORTHUMBRIA.POLICE.UK. 
FARMWATCH – Please spread the word to any farmers/workers that we are here to support them and provide crime prevention advice. I have already visited a few farms in the area and issued new FARMWATCH signs and signed them up to the scheme – Basically this allows us to notify them of suspicious vehicles or incidents in the area. 
My email address is 4965@northumbria.pnn.police.uk – if something is not urgent and you would like some advice please get in touch. Thank you – Russell Stalker cso4965 Alnwick and Rual
9. Mid Coquetdale Neighbourhood Plan VM explained that since the last meeting she had taken on the role of full-time carer and was unable to dedicate the time required to project manage the plan to completion and had therefore had to withdraw. Her impression was that there was little motivation from the remaining team to push the NP forward at the moment and she was unsure what their plans were.
10. Rothbury JBC- HD reported that she and Vincent Milburn (RJBC rep from Brinkburn & Hesleyhurst PC) had a lengthy discussion with Stephen Ricketts prior to the last JBC Meeting held on 8th February to clarify their role and on the JBC and the relationship of JBC member PCs with Rothbury Parish Council (RPC). The JBC Minutes had been previously circulated to members. The following matters (amongst others) had been addressed at the JBC meeting:
· Planning permission for change of use for cemetery extension – to consider engaging consultant to submit full planning permission 
· Replacement of back door to the lodge, 
· Computerisation of Burial Records. HD had submitted the records produced by Maggie Monaghan dating back to 1850’s which would prove helpful in building the record.
· To consider improvements to hearse access/footpaths 
· Agree various payments. JBC under the current regulations are unable to formally approve expenditure which must be undertaken by RPC.
· Possible purchase of a mechanical digger as this was a cheaper option than paying two grave diggers.
· Dissolution of the JBC – awaiting the outcome of the Brinkburn & Longframlington JBC before taking further action
· Agree quotations for fence repair and tree stump removal which would require approval by RPC
· Cemetery Staffing and staff facilities were responsibility of RJBC
· Update on progress to internal audit report for year ending 31/3/20
11. Coquet Riverbank Erosion – AW had found a significant amount of the riverbank had been washed away and could no longer walk the path. He had contacted the Environment Agency and reported the problem on behalf of WTPC. He had been advised that it would be possible to obtain a permit to undertake a willow spilling exercise (method of terracing using live intertwined willow to build up a natural barrier against erosion) which he had submitted. The cost for the permit would be around £200. Spilling is the only likely method to combat erosion that would be permitted, as the Coquet at this point is limited by SSSI regulations. 
12. Alleged Public Bridleway No 40. In December 2020, the County Council received an application / proposal to add to the Definitive Map and Statement a public bridleway in the Parish of Tosson to upgrade to public bridleway existing Parish of Tosson Public Footpath No 40 from a point marked P on the U4061 road at Great Tosson in a westerly, south-westerly and southerly direction by Slaterbrae Well for a distance of 380 metres to a point marked Q on Public Bridleway No 39, north-east of Windy Crag. NCC had invited the PC to submit any facts or evidence that the Parish Council wished the County Council to consider in support or rebuttal of the proposed modification preferably no later than Friday 4th June 2021. Members believed the proposed bridleway was totally unsuitable for horses because of its extremely steep gradient. Whilst it was not known from whom the proposal had been submitted, the suspicion was that it was from parties representing mountain/trail bikers. HD had consulted with Sue Rodgers from the British Horse Society who had agreed to inspect the proposed bridleway. Matter to be deferred until this visit had taken place.
13. WTPC Noticeboard – Protocol for posting notices. Some difficulty had been experienced in posting information onto the noticeboard as space was very tight for both PC minutes and JBC minutes. The situation would be further exacerbated when Audit notices were published. The Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities whilst requiring these and other financial and regulatory information to be published, the requirement was only that these must be published on a website (normally the PC website). It was therefore recommended that Parish Council Meeting and AGM meeting minutes and agendas take precedence on the noticeboard along with a notice that all statutory documents for public access will be found on the Parish Council webpage along with the webpage address. Agreed.									      Action: Clerk
14. Selection of Parish Representatives on the Northumberland National Park Authority to the NNPA 2021. NALC were responsible for the election process to have six nominees submitted to DEFRA for appointment. Further information would be sent in April. There were no members who expressed an interest in becoming a NNPA parish representative.
15. Future Responsibility for completion of the Parish Council Highways and Footpaths Report. Alan Tait had kindly offered to take on this responsibility. Members agreed to this proposal and thanked him for volunteering for this work. HD invited AT to stand for election in the forthcoming election to which he agreed.
16. Correspondence: The correspondence list had been previously circulated and all the important items had been included within the agenda. VB asked if would be possible to reduce the amount of email correspondence being sent to Members. It was agreed that it was difficult and very time consuming for the Clerk to scrutinize all mail and ascertain its relevancy to members and that the current system for providing email correspondence to members be maintained.
17. Any Other Business.  None
18. Date of next meeting: 22nd April 2021 Online. The date for the AGM was not agreed but this must then take place before the 24th May 2021. 
19. Staffing Issue held in camera after which there was no further business.
	The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.
Garth Rhodes, Parish Clerk
5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, NE65 8AB Tel: 01665 570347.Email: whittonandtossonparishcouncil@gmail.com
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