PLENMELLER WITH WHITFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
 Meeting 12th May 2021
APPROVED MINUTES

PRESENT		Cllr J Blackett-Ord
Cllr A Johnston
Cllr J Johnston
Cllr A Dale	Cllr J Cousin
Cllr O Norris
Cllr I Hutchinson – county
Mrs Susan Saunders - clerk
13/21	Election of Chairman
Cllr Blackett- Ord was nominated and accepted the post. He signed his declaration of acceptance.
PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                                              AGREED
14/21	Election of Vice Chairman and Committee Representatives:
Cllr A Johnston was nominated for vice-chair and accepted the post.
PROPOSED Cllr O Norris                      SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                                                   AGREED 
Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
Cllr A Dale was nominated and accepted the post.
PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                                               AGREED
15/21	Apologies for absence – no apologies
16/21	Declarations of Interest 
The chair reminded councillors to declare their interests at the appropriate time and declared an interest himself in any Whitfield Estate matters that may arise.
17/21	Public Questions - No Questions
18/21	Minutes of the meetings to be approved held on: 
Wednesday 20th January 2021                                                                                            
The Minutes were approved.                                                                                                
PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Johnston                                           AGREED
19/21	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda
There have not been as many motor-cycles over the last few months but they may increase in number again. If this occurs the clerk will inform Cllr Hutchinson who will ask for a police presence.
Work on C322 will hopefully begin soon.
The School has had 40mph signs and will have 20mph sited in front.
Plenmeller does not qualify for 30mph. Cllr Hutchinson will ask if ‘slow signs’ can be placed.
20/21	Matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting No Matters
21/21	Correspondence received since the last council meeting.                                            
Letter of thanks from GNAA
NCC  - Report on Library services – email with links to the report.
NCC – email response to request of 30mph in Plenmeller to confirm it is to be 40mph.
NCC – response over repairs to potholes.
NCC – Email about respect to our county – Live It, Love It, Leave It Unspolit.

It was reported that Dodd Bank has not had pothole repairs. Cllr Hutchinson will chase that.
22/21	Planning Applications                      
Town & Country Planning Act 1990 applications can be viewed on-line at:  publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications
To be Determined:
Determined: 20/03800 – single storey structure, Whitfield School - GRANTED
23/21	Haltwhistle & District Burial Committee
Correspondence received:
1.	Letter from Melkridge Parish Council about the possibility of their withdrawal.
2.	Letter from The Burial Committee, in light of aforementioned letter.
Proposal: Plenmeller with Whitfield Parish Council support the withdrawal of Melkridge Parish Council if they are legally allowed after consultation with Northumberland County Council and, if there is no cost to the Burial Committee or the other parishes, excepting the resulting %share increase. Members would like Melkridge to pay their outstanding budget levies from the last few years.
PROPOSED Cllr J Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                                         AGREED
24/21	Reports on Financial and Administration Matters
24/21.01 War Memorial – to approve the adoption and future responsibility by the Parish Council
Cllr JBO declared an interest.
It was agreed to find out more information about war memorials in church grounds and put the proposal to the church. The council would be in agreement with the adoption.
PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                                               AGREED
24/21.02 Insurance – to consider quotes and agree insurer and consider a long term arrangement of 3 years.
The clerk is to clarify if the quote from BHIB includes the speed cameras. Members agreed that whichever insurer (BHIB or Zurich) is the cheapest, they will enter into a 3 year long term agreement with them.
PROPOSED Cllr O Norris                    SECONDED Cllr J Johnston                                               AGREED
24/21.03 Grant Application:
Coanwood Featherstone Lambley History Group                                                                
Members were impressed with the group and asked the clerk to respond with the suggestion they could apply next year as 2 grants have already been made recently.

24/21.04 Bank Balances & Income and expenditure as at 13th April 2021                                    Appendix 2
24/21.05 Bank Reconciliation and Accounts for Payment 12th May 2021                               Appendix 3

 
The payments of £1050.20 were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                                               AGREED


24/21.06 Audit Requirements
24/21.06.01 To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor         24/21.06.02 To approve the Annual Governance Statement 	                                       
24/21.06 03 To approve the draft annual accounts for 2020/21                                              24/21.06.04 To approve the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances                 Appendix 4 24/21.06.05 To confirm and approve the Certification of Exemption 
Members approved the point above and the chair and clerk signed the AGAR. The notice for public access is from Monday 14th June until Friday 23rd July. Notices are on the noticeboard and website.
PROPOSED Cllr J Cousin                      SECONDED Cllr A Johnston                                              AGREED   
24/21.07 HRH The Late Duke of Edinburgh
To retrospectively agree to the sending of a condolence card to HM The Queen, and to donate £50 on behalf of the residents, to the Duke of Edinburgh Charity Scheme.
PROPOSED Cllr J Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr A Johnston                                          AGREED
24/21.08    Risk Assessment 2020-2022
The risk assessment was approved.
PROPOSED Cllr A Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr O Norris                                              AGREED
25/21	Any Other Business
Notice Board in Whitfield – it was agreed to ask for quotes to repair and re-position the opening from the cemetery staff. The seat at The Elks Head is also in need of repair and so the cemetery staff will be asked to quote for that too.
Cllr JBO declared an interest
PROPOSED Cllr J Cousin                      SECONDED Cllr O Norris                                               AGREED
Cllr Hutchinson reported that he has used some of his capital scheme allowance to contribute to a walking track to be situated in the school grounds.
26/21	Dates and times of next meetings:
Parish Council Meeting: Monday 9th August 2021 7.30pm at The Elks Head, Whitfield.
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