
Capheaton Parish Council 

Draft Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 6th December 2021, 6.00pm at Capheaton Village Hall 

 

 

1) Present:  Mr W Browne-Swinburne (Chairman), Mr RD Patterson, Mr RW Irving, Ms A Coe, Mr A 

Keegan, County Councillor R Dodd 

2) In attendance: Mr P Ware (Clerk) 

3) Apologies for absence: None 

4) Declarations of interests and the grant of dispensations: The Chairman excused himself from 

the meeting when Planning Matters 9) a and 9) b were discussed. 

5) Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters: None  

6) Minutes of the meeting held on 9th August 2021: agreed as a correct record and signed by the 

Chairman. 

7) Matters arising:  

a) Dog fouling – with the colder weather and fewer visitors/walkers the problem has lessened.  

Members agreed to purchase 3 x A4 size ‘no fouling’ signs.  Clerk to follow up.  

b) The overgrown hedge on east side of Hill Head Road, hampering visibility when emerging on 

to the A696, remains a problem. The land owner ignored the Chairman’s request to cut back 

and/or remove.  Clerk to follow up. 

c) Storm Arwen – the meeting was delayed by a week because of the disruption; power 

returned to Capheaton on Thursday and was on and then off again in Kirkheaton during the 

meeting.   

8) Highway Issues 

a) Belsay 20 mph scheme.  County Cllr Dodd outlined the discussions that Belsay Parish Council 

are having with their residents and first school about the feasibility of providing speed 

advisory signs or camera on the A696 but the costs are looking prohibitive.  They were aware 

of NCC’s ‘advisory 20 mph when lights flash’ proposals but didn’t know if or when they may 

be introduced.  The Clerk had been given a target date of 4th November 2021 which he had 

passed on to the Belsay clerk.  County Cllr Dodd to follow up, and he may be able to provide 

some funding for an enhanced scheme from his Members Local Improvement Scheme 

allowance.   

b) Cllr Keegan said that verge damage on the A696 at Saugh House remains untreated despite 

recent highway works in the area. County Cllr Dodd to follow up 

c) The Ash growth hampering visibility on A696 looking east has been cut back. 

9) Planning Matters 

a) 21/03396/FUL - 4 & 5 Front St Capheaton - details were previously circulated electronically to 

members and no objections were raised. Clerk responded on 13 October 2021   

b)  21/03397/LBC – 4 & 5 Front St Capheaton – details were previously circulated electronically 

to members and no objections were raised.  Clerk responded on 13 October 2021 

c) 21/00556/FUL – Bog Hall Farm Kirkheaton - It was noted that permission was granted on 17th 

November 2021  

10) Kirkheaton WI centenary: The WI held a party hosting members from other WIs in the area 

including the Northumberland Federation Chairman, Marjorie Reed, and a good time was had by 

all.  A commemorative Rowan tree was planted in Capheaton but needs to be moved after it was 

cropped by a hungry bullock.  A suitable spot has not yet been identified for Kirkheaton, but 

there will be a public planting next Spring. 



11) Correspondence & Information items: all noted 

a) NALC & CAN electronic newsletters  

b) Ray Wind Farm Community foundation – members to read the annual report and to consider 

opportunities for the next round of funding.  

c) Glasdon 

d) The War Memorials Trust  

12) Finance 

a) Finance report and bank balance:  The clerk gave a report of this year’s spend to date, with a 

Finance Summary and latest banking statement circulated to members, showing a balance of 

£3,421.89 not including today’s payments. 

b) Payments authorised: Payments for Clerk’s salary and expenses were authorised at a cost of 

£223.35.  

c) Parish Precept & Council Tax 2022/23: The clerk presented a draft budget for 2022/23. It was 

decided to increase the precept to £2,900.00 to maintain Council balances and to facilitate 

purchase of resilience equipment. 

13) Any other business:  

a) Following the disruption caused by Storm Arwen a parishioner raised concerns with Cllr 

Patterson about the relevance and role of the Council, given its limited response to recent 

events.  Cllr Dodd noted that NCC Highways has a Winter Service & Communication policy 

that it reviews annually.  The Chairman advocated some kind of winter resilience plan, taking 

on board the good and not so good recent efforts, so that parishioners are aware of the role 

and leadership that the Council offers, and will also see an active positive contribution during 

times of adversity. Chairman to prepare a draft Framework Document for wider discussion at 

next meeting. 

Date and time of next meeting:  6.00pm on Monday 7th February 2022 at Capheaton Village Hall  

 

_____________________________________________Chairman 

____________________________________________Date 


