Longhorsley Parish Council Meeting – 13.01.21 – held virtually via ZOOM @ 7.00pm

Present:

Cllrs:

I Elliott (Chairman)
P Boyle
P Ford
V Pagan
D Pringle

Clerk

G Turner
5 Parishioners

1.

Apologies for Absence – Cllrs K Foreman and T Lowrie (Vice-Chair), County Cllr G
Sanderson and PC Teasdale.

2.

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th December, 2020 (previously circulated)
were approved and duly signed.
Members unanimously approved a correction to the Minutes of the meeting held on 11 th
November, 8.7 (b) should be “expunged” from those Minutes.

3.

Declaration of Interests – Cllr Ford declared an interest in item 10.2 being a member of
the History Society.

4.

Date of Next Meeting(s) – It was agreed that the dates of the next meetings would be the
10th February and 10th March, 2021.

5.

County Matters – Update by Cllr G Sanderson via email
• COVID-19 planning and vaccination roll out, together with other issues around
schools, care homes and supporting people needing help.
• The online consultation regarding NCC’s budget is still open enabling residents to
have some input into Council spending.
• He has asked for some traffic and speed monitoring to be carried out in the Village,
past the speed camera and also north of the junctions. Evidence will hopefully
encourage the police to deploy the camera van.
• He has received quite a few requests for passing places to be installed between the
Village and the Smallburn road and is looking for funding to install at least one.
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6.

Update by PC Andrea Teasdale – PC Teasdale was not in attendance on the evening but
supplied a written update covering:
• There are on-going issues with off-road trail bikes and quads being on public
footpaths and bridleways and then going over fields. Extra patrols are looking at this
issue and the police are in contact with NCC to try and work out ways to prevent
access to certain areas where they are causing the most problems. If there are any
problems in the area, we are asked to contact the Police and NCC.
• Poaching continues to be a problem. Some are local and others are from outside of
our area. Operation Hawkeye is a police team that address these issues and have
been running operations to target the problem.
• As COVID lockdown continues, residents are asked to report any breaches of
regulations via 101 or as a web submission.

7.

Finance

7.1 Authorisation of Payments – Members considered and approved the Authorisation of
Payments list to 13th January, 2021, totalling £8,490.42.
7.2 Budget Monitoring – Members approved the monitoring statements to the end of
December, together with the account transactions for the year to date, petty cash documents
and bank reconciliation.
7.3 Budget 2021/22 – Members considered the 2021/22 budget papers. It was unanimously
agreed to set an expenditure budget of £41,205 and a precept of £23,940. This represents
a 11% increase in precept over the previous year or £6 per annum. The increase was
necessary in order to reduce the amount taken from balances each year, to cover the
reduction in grant aid and to cover inflationary increases. The Chairman thanked the Clerk
for her work in setting out the Budget for 2021/22.

8.

Routine Items for Review

8.1a) Planning Decisions:
20/03687/TREECA Works to Trees in Conservation Area (Holly and Plum Tree) at the Old
Vicarage – NCC had no objection.
20/03211/FUL Demolition of bungalow and construction of replacement dwelling at
Westfield – NCC permitted the application.
20/02502/AGTRES Change of use from Agricultural building to 4 dwellings at Land South
West of Field Head – Prior approval required and granted.
8.1b) Review of Planning Applications:
20/04171/TREECA Fell 3 Ash Trees in the Conservation Area at Rest Harrow – no
objections.
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20/01242/FUL Belmont The Conservation Officer is now happy with the revised building
design of the frontage of the building. Members agreed to leave our objections re the ancient
wall.
8.1c) Aerial Masts at Davison Court – The Chairman reported that only one mast now remains
on site.
8.2 Moor Management Committee
Cllr Pringle reported that:
• He has received a donation of £20 for logs and will pass on to Cllr Ford to pay into
bank.
• He noted that the livestock grazing is becoming scarce.
• J Foggon has now finished removal of the trees on the north side of the track and
will commence removal of trees on the trackside.
• The Clerk reported that she had received written confirmation of the extension to our
agreement for a further one year.
8.3 The Old Church Wood (Barbara’s Wood) Cllr Ford’s Report
Members considered Cllr Ford’s report noting the receipt of hedge pack and that the
suggestion to plant a hedgerow along the cemetery wall would not be going ahead due to
maintenance and concerns re the damage that may be caused to the wall.
8.4 Play Areas
i.
MUGA – Cllr Boyle reported that he had contacted an electrician to look at the coin
box and to see if the lighting problem can be fixed. The Clerk had contacted the token
company to source a new supply – but will await news of the coin box repairs in case
a new one is needed.
ii.
R Paterson reported that he too had looked at the coinbox but couldn’t identify
anything faulty.
iii.
Following the receipt of an email from Atom Alarms, Cllr Boyle agreed to find costings
for the installation of broadband to the Village Hall in order to be able to connect
remotely to the CCTV cameras.
8.5 Allotments – nothing to report.
8.6 Plants & Flowers – nothing to report.
8.7 Village Maintenance Review
a.
Car Parking on Common – The new signage has been collected together with
equipment to “rope of the access” to the site.
The Clerk had written to the Dog Walking firms to inform them of this decision and to
also ask them to ensure that they “pick-up” after their dogs. She had received a reply
asking how to gain authorised access.
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Members agreed that at this stage, the only authorised access would be for the
Football Club which uses the area bi-weekly. Any other access would be restricted
as the ground is not suitable for daily use by vehicles i.e., the ground is liable to be
damaged and churned-up by over use.
It was also agreed that the Clerk contact J Chisholm to ask for a quote for honeycombed matting to be installed at the site.
b.

Muddy State of the PROW leading east from Old Churchyard – Cllr Ford had spoken
to an officer from NCC and was informed that any repairs would not happen in the
near future but will be added to their list.

c.

Archies Pond Walkways – R Paterson reported that he had repaired those boards
which had been damaged by the horses - the Clerk has also ordered signage to
prohibit the use of the area by riders and their horses. Cllr Ford reported that funding
of £5k has been granted by the Wingates Community Fund towards the
environmental project on the proviso that it will only be paid when the remainder of
the other funding (£20k) is in place. She is looking to form a “friends of Archies Pond”
group in order to be able to access other types of funding for community groups.

8.8 LPC Website – nothing new to add.
8.9 Longhorsley Tree – Cllr Ford and the Clerk were asked to write an article about the Archies
Pond project, including the formation of the “friends of” group. Other articles are to include,
parking on the common, MUGA lighting, repairs to Archies Pond following damage by
horses, and the granting of Freewoman status to Cllr Kate Foreman.
8.10 Donation Requests – none received this month. The Clerk had circulated an email from
the Great North Air Ambulance Service thanking the council for their recent grant award.

9.

Items Carried Forward

9.1 Housing Developments in the Village
a) South Road Development – nothing to report at this time
b) East Road Development – nothing to report at this time.
9.2 Neighbourhood Planning – The Clerk had circulated a NALC article on Community
Businesses for information.
9.3 Village Green Issues – nothing to report at this time.
9.4 Welcome Letters – none issued this month.
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10. Other Agenda Items
10.1 Members considered the topic note from NALC re the creation of Freemen and Freewomen
of the parish. Members unanimously agreed to confer the title of Freewoman of the Parish
to Cllr Kate Foreman in recognition of her commitment and dedication to the Village and its
Community.
10.2 Members considered the issue of the protocol to be established for any findings by the use
of metal detectors on parish land. It was agreed that all items found will belong to the Parish
Council but findings can be used for display by the History Society or for educational
purposes. The Deed of Gift form was agreed with the addition of the following
“This is to acknowledge that the following items, in the ownership of Longhorsley
Parish Council, have been donated on extended loan to Longhorsley History Society”.
Cllr Ford declared an interest in this item being a member of the History Society.

10.3 Local Elections May 2021 – the Clerk informed the meeting that the local elections are still
due to take place in May but legislation may be put in place to move them to a later date
should the COVID restrictions be extended. The Clerk proposed that should the elections
go ahead; she will make the necessary arrangements to meet with councillors individually
to complete the necessary nomination forms. This item will be revisited at the next meeting
of Council in February when further information may be available.

11. Other Items for Information - none.

12. Any Other Business (arising too late for inclusion on the Agenda)
12.1 Village Hall Committee – Members received Cllr Fords report on the recent meeting, noting
that the new members were very enthusiastic for the future of the Village Hall. The Chairman
raised the issue of the front doors and informed members that they have now been made
and that with members agreement, the donation of £1,942 received from the winding up of
the Fair Day Committee, be used to fund the doors on behalf of the community. This was
unanimously agreed.
12.2 The Chairman gave a vote of thanks to Cllr Boyle and assistants for the work undertaken to
erect the Christmas Tree on the Village Green. The Clerk has written to thank Mr Lishman
for his kind and generous donation of the tree.
12.3 It was highlighted that there had been some damage to the bollards surrounding the Village
Green and the Clerk was asked to let Mr Paterson know and ask for the necessary repairs
to be carried out.
12.4 The Clerk informed members that she had received an email from the owners of the Mivesi
Naan Truck about the possibility of trading in Longhorsley. Members and followers on
Facebook thought that this is a good idea and would support the variety of food on offer in
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the Village. However, the owner would need to be aware of the other traders, The Fish and
Chip Van, Pizza van and Munroe, which already have established trading slots in the Village.
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays were currently free together with alternative
Saturdays.
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm
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