
Minutes for the Extraordinary Planning 
Meeting of Embleton Parish Council 

 

Monday 25th January 2021 at 7.30pm 

Remote Meeting 

On 4th April 2020, the government brought The Local Authorities (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local 
Authority Meetings) (England) Regulations 2020 into force to allow Local Authorities to conduct 
meetings remotely.  Embleton Parish Council (EPC) have adopted the remote meeting platform Zoom 
to conduct Parish Council meetings during the Coronavirus restrictions. 
 
Chairman: Terry Howells 
 

Present: Raymond Carss, Andrew Chillingsworth, James Robertson, Karen Greenhoff, Chris 
German, Dave Cooper, Vicki Fyffe, Ray Imeson, Monica Cornall 

 

Attendees: County Councillor (Cllr) Pattison – Northumberland County Council (NCC), 6 members 
of the public (In part for agenda item 11). 

 
Clerk:   Melissa Gilroy 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Declaration of Interests.   Cllr Cornall, agenda item 11 as a resident of Dunstan Steads. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence:  None to report. 

 
3. Confirmation of Minutes 

• Embleton Parish Council (EPC) Remote Meeting Minutes - 23rd November 2020.  Unanimously 
agreed by all Councillors.  Chairman to sign. 
Proposer: Cllr Robertson 
Seconder: Vice Chairman 
 

• EPC Extraordinary Planning Remote Meeting Minutes - 17th December 2020.  Unanimously 
agreed by all Councillors.  Chairman to sign. 
Proposer: Cllr Cooper 
Seconder: Cllr Chillingsworth 

 
4. Matters arising from minutes of last Meeting. 

• Front Street overgrown trees.  Cllr Robertson advised that an application to NCC had been 
submitted to allow completion of work within the Conservation area.  Ongoing.   

 
5. County Councillor’s Report.  December 2020 & January 2021 County Cllr reports were 

circulated to Cllr’s prior to the meeting.  Copies available upon request.  In summary the 
following items were reported: 

 
 



• Coastal Summit 

• Grant Available to Kickstart Community Led Affordable Housing Schemes 

• Broadband for Rural Communities.  Cllr Cooper advised that Christon Bank Farm superfast 
broadband had recently been installed.    

• Further Business Support Grant Scheme Launched 

• Archives Brought to Life in Virtual Talks 

• Residents Encouraged to have a Green Holiday Period 

• Second phase of Business Support Grant Schemes Underway 

• Council to investigate Possible Move to Alnwick Museum 

• Traffic Management work to begin at Dunstan Steads and Embleton on 21st February 2021.    
 
6. Christon Bank & Embleton Traffic Management plans.  On 4th January 2021 Neil Snowdon 

advised that at the NCC meeting in November the Embleton scheme was finally agreed and 
he now has the detailed costs back for the scheme which is in the process of being formally 
issued (by design) to the area office.  The plan is to begin work during week commencing 21st 
February 2021.  A date is awaited in early February for the installation of the interactive signs 
in Christon Bank.   

 
7. Embleton Playpark.  The Vice Chairman provided an update.  Repairs have included the gluing 

of the aerial runway brake which had become detached and also the raking of the area under 
the swings and roundabout to spread the chippings more evenly. 
 

8. EPC Account – Quarry, EJBC and EPC Debit Cards.  Following the November EPC meeting the 
Clerk arranged the opening of Secondary Accounts to manage the Quarry and EJBC finances.  
All funds have now been transferred.  The Cllr’s unanimously agreed to apply for Debit Cards 
for the EJBC, Quarry & EPC Accounts.  Clerk to action.    
 

9. Local Wildlife Sites.  Cllr Cornall raised the issue of the designation of Local Wildlife Sites 
(previously known as sites of Biological Importance) in areas of the Embleton Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan where green spaces might need additional protection such as the Quarry 
and the corridor along Embleton burn to Spittalford etc.  The criteria for a Local Wildlife Site 
are stated within the briefing documents circulated to Cllr’s prior to the meeting.   The 
Chairman agreed to write to NCC to see if this scheme (or a similar scheme) exists within the 
local area.  To be discussed further at the February PC meeting.      

 
10. Dunstan Steads – Beadnell Cycle Path.  Cllr Cornall contacted Sustrans (the company 

responsible for compiling the cycle path feasibility study) and background briefing papers 
were circulated to all Cllr’s.  The Chairman expressed concerns regarding the three metres 
wide cycle path proposed within the study.  Permission is required from the National Trust 
before a public consultation period to gather local resident feedback is due to begin.  No 
further action required at present.    
 

11. Parking at Dunstan Steads – Cllr Cornall.  The Chairman brought forward agenda item 11 to 
the start of the meeting to allow members of the pubic to raise issues: 

• Member of the public / resident of Dunstan Steads (1).  Concerns included the poor condition 
of lane from Embleton to Dunstan Steads (due to large farm vehicles usage), increased volume 
of traffic and the risk to cyclists and pedestrians, lack of passing places, the need to lower the 
speed limit to 20mph, lacking speed limit signage and the need for additional signage at top 
of lane to indicate no access to the Golf Club.  Due to increasing visitor numbers year on year 
a long-term solution is required.  Double yellow lines rather than cones are required and a 
defined turning circle at the end of the lane. 



• Member of the public / resident of Dunstan Steads (2).  Agreed with the sentiments of the 
resident of Dunstan Steads (1) and added that they did not want to see additional parking 
offered as a way of controlling the parking and traffic management issues.  Speed bumps 
should be considered.  

• Member of the public / resident of Dunstan Steads (3).  Raised the following points.  Too many 
cars visiting Dunstan Steads, speeding was an issue, parking unsuitable for large motorhomes, 
dangerous roads, no signage at the top of the lane, a 20mph speed limit is required, no 
motorhome access, double yellow lines down the road, slow signs, campers to be banned on 
the beach and dunes (enforced by the National Trust) and PC action is required.  

• Cllr Cornall added to the comments made by the residents.  Dunstan Steads has become busy 
throughout the summer not just during the bank holidays.  Problematic areas include 
speeding, farm vehicle and large vehicles usage, restricted access for emergency vehicles, 
dangerous parking on verges and corners and chaotic parking resulting in dangerous reversing 
at speed up the road.  Cllr Cornall concluded that the site would not pass car parking standards 
and would have an inadequate risk assessment if reviewed.  

• Cllr Cooper commented that NCC need to conduct their own risk assessment of the area 
before any suitable actions could be identified.    

• Cllr Robertson revisited the discussion point from the November PC meeting in formalising 
the car parking area.  The Cllr’s agreed to paint temporary lines on the car parking area to 
mark out parking bays and help control the direction of parking.  Chairman to liaise with Cllr 
Robertson, Cllr Imeson and Cllr Cornall to arrange.  Aim to complete by the end of February.  

• The Vice Chairman highlighted that NCC are due to implement the 30mph speed limit to 
Dunstan Steads on 21st February (60mph at present) and that this should be assessed before 
considering lowering of the speed limit further to 20mph.  Cllr Imeson suggested that an 
informal speed assessment could be repeated and arranged post lockdown.  The Vice 
Chairman also mentioned that at the four parishes meeting on 9th December the impact of 
traffic management schemes on neighbouring parishes was discussed.  Cllr Cornall added that 
the other local parishes were further ahead of Embleton with established double yellow lines, 
car parks and parking restrictions in place.   

• County Cllr Pattison mentioned that at the NCC / local parish drop-in in 2019 regarding the 
NCC Embleton Traffic Review Consultation process approximately eight local residents 
attended (none of which were from Dunstan Steads).  The Chairman and Vice Chairman also 
held a similar PC traffic review drop in session in January 2020.  Cllr Pattison suggested that 
the PC work with NCC (G Sanderson, R McKenzie & P Jones) to urgently tidy up the car parking 
bays at Dunstan Steads rather than initiating these actions independently.  Cllr Pattison 
appreciated the time restrictions when consulting with NCC. 

• Cllr Pattison emphasised that the PC are able to request the painting of double yellow down 
Sea Lane.  Cllr Imeson reiterated the need to consult with the Golf Club before actioning any 
restrictions. Chairman to contact the Golf Club.  

• The Chairman highlighted the limited powers that the PC have in initiating and implementing 
any traffic management schemes for the local parish without the input of NCC.  The Chairman 
suggested the setting up of a task force comprising of Cllr’s and local parishioners to discuss, 
document and begin addressing the issues.  All Cllr’s agreed.  Chairman to write to Cllr’s 
requesting that they express their interest in becoming involved in a task force.     

• Cllr Greenhoff commented that the task force would require an evidence-based study of the 
Parish to facilitate any work with NCC. 

• The PC also agreed to contact NCC asap. to request the painting of double yellow lines at 
Dunstan Steads and request better signage at the top of the road.  The PC also discussed 
putting up PC signage but agreed this should be done through NCC. 
 



12. Beadnell PC Shuttle Bus Questionnaire.  Following the four Parishes Remote Meeting on 9th 
December 2020, Beadnell PC circulated a shuttle bus questionnaire for the PC’s to complete.  
The Clerk circulated the questionnaire to Cllr’s for consideration prior to the meeting, Cllr’s 
also received the meeting minutes of 9th December.  Cllr Chillingsworth and the Chairman 
agreed that a shuttle bus should be Parish specific rather than including all Parishes.  Chairman 
/ Clerk to feedback to Beadnell PC.     
 

13. Sustainability / Green / Eco Committee – Cllr Cornall, Cllr Fyffe & Cllr Robertson.  The three 
Cllr’s met to discuss the development of an Eco Sub Committee of EPC.  Cllr Cornall provided 
an update of the various ideas discussed including recycling bins, anti-littering, a drinking 
fountain, plastic recycling bins, tree planting and streetlight turn off.  An article in the 
Whinstone Times to gauge local views and a post Covid-19 consultation with residents was 
discussed.  County Cllr Pattison advised that Bob Hodgson at NCC could be contacted 
regarding the emptying of recycling bins in the Parish.  Cllr Cornall agreed to begin the process 
of setting up of a task force rather than a Committee. 

 
14. Naming of Christon Bank Housing Development.  As agreed at the November EPC meeting, 

the PC placed an article in the Whinstone Times inviting local residents to suggest names for 
the new Christon Bank housing development.  One resident suggested the name ‘Lamberts 
Way’ and another ‘Priest Moor’ or ‘Priest Moor Road’ whilst one Cllr suggested the names 
‘Fallodon View’ or ‘Fallodon Close’.  The Cllr’s discussed the options and agreed that ‘Priest 
Moor Close’ would be the most appropriate name for the site.  Clerk to contact the contractors 
to feedback. 
 

15. Embleton Joint Burial Committee (EJBC).  The Chairman provide an update.  In summary, 
Cemetery House (renamed Gateway Cottage) has now been rented out. The tenant was born 
in Embleton and lived in Newton until moving to Spitalford.  The Committee has thus achieved 
its objective of providing an affordable home for a local family.  Although technically the EJBC 
could increase the rental charged on the property in April it has been agreed to defer this until 
April 2022.  A study has been commenced to ensure that all the required health and safety 
issues associated with the cemetery are being observed. The EJBC bank account is being 
closed in line with regulations and in future all financial transactions will be carried out 
through EPC accounts.   During discussions Cllr Robertson also raised the damaged wall at 
Cemetery House wall that requires attention.   
 

16. Embleton Quarry Committee.  The Chairman provide an update.  In summary, work being 
carried out in the Quarry has been restricted by Covid-19 regulations.  The working party 
group decided that in the light of the Governments ‘Stay at Home’ initiative it would not be 
seen as complying if groups of volunteers were active.  Lone working, as part of exercise, to 
carry out essential tasks, such as raking up cut grass to reduce nutrients entering the ground, 
was deemed acceptable.  Work on the information board design has been completed and they 
will be ordered following group approval.  An accessibility project has been initiated to 
determine the work required to improve access to, and use of, the nature reserve by people 
with various disabilities.  Initially this focused on wheelchair users, but the project will be 
expanded to cover other areas such as impaired vision or reduced mobility.  The grant received 
from SUEZ will be used to fund this work. Discussions with AONB regarding the designation of 
the quarry as a ‘Dark Skies’ site are progressing and AONB are to use their new equipment to 
measure the light pollution etc.  Community Asset Transfer (CAT) applications have been 
made to NCC regarding the land behind (east of) Whinstone View and also the Quarry House 
site. Discussions are ongoing but to date the outlook appears positive. 

 



17. Meeting Reports. 

• 4 Parishes Remote Meeting – Coastal Tourism.  9th December 2020, 7pm.  (see agenda 
item 12).   

• Clerks Briefing 8th December 2020, 7pm.  Information session for the Parish Council 
Elections on 6th May 2021.  The NALC / NCC briefing covered contested and uncontested 
elections, the nominations process, parish costs, electoral role, purdah and the role of the 
Clerk.   Local Council Elections and Police & Crime Commissioner Elections will all take 
place on 6th May 2020. 
 

18.  Forthcoming Meetings 

• North Northumberland Local Council Remote Meeting.  21st January 2021.  2pm.  EPC not 
represented. 

• Safeguarding for Local Councils Remote Briefing.  11th February 2021. 7pm. Cllr Cooper to 
attend.     

 
19. E-Mails Received / Correspondence 

• Northumberland Macmillan Mighty Hike 2021 – Saturday 17th July 2021, Alnwick Castle to 
Bamburgh. 12th December 2021.  Hike to pass through the Parish on the coastal path.  
Dependent upon Covid-19 restrictions.       

• Local resident letter & email – naming of the Christon Bank Development (see agenda 
item 14).  

• Local resident letter.  Dog Fouling.  19th January 2021.  A local resident has reported dog 
fouling within Embleton village with reference to the Quarry, Front Street and Quakers 
Row over the holiday period with a suggestion that larger signs could be used at the 
Quarry site and the beach entrance.  The Cllr’s discussed the issue and agreed to place 
another the article in the Whinstone Times giving details of the Dog Warden, Chairman 
and Vice Chairman to action.  Chairman to write to local resident.      

 
20. Financial Matters 

• Account Balance (31/12/2020)     £67,706.34 
Parish Council       (£43,075.21) 
Quarry       (£20,944.29) 
EJBC Loan & Grant     (£3,686.64) 

 

• Spent & Received since 23/11/2020  
o Clerk Salary (October 2020)   -£519.80 BACS 
o Clerk Monthly PC Zoom Subscription   -£14.39  BACS 
o Clerk Postage Expenses postage & batteries -£11.25  BACS 
o T Howells Expenses Printer Ink   -£19.25  BACS 
o T Howells – Quarry Sign    -£46.74  BACS 
o J Robertson – Playpark Expenses  -£38.32  BACS 
o Rate Relief Contribution   +£250.00 BACS 
o Paxton (Quarry Mower Costs)   -£25.89  BACS 
o Brady Global Ltd (Quarry Tarp)   -£124.20 BACS 
o Suez Quarry Grant part 1   +1250.00 CHQ 
o Suez Quarry Grant part 2   +£1250.00 BACS 
o Kacey Distributors – Quarry Posts  -£661.32 BACS 
o NHBS – Quarry Pond Dipping Kits  -£199.95 BACS 
o Northern Powergrid – Annual Rent  +£50.00 CHQ 

 

• Payments Required 
o Clerk Salary (November 2020)   -£305.10 BACS 



o Clerk Salary (December 2020)   -£220.92 BACS 
o Clerk Monthly PC Zoom Subscription x2  -£28.78  BACS 
o Clerk NALC Remote Briefing – D Cooper  -£10.00  BACS 

 
 
 

21. Planning Matters 

• 20/03634/FUL.  Erection of timber glamping pod inside garden.  White Rigg Embleton 
Main Street Embleton NE66 3UX.  Mr David Ainsley.  GRANTED 

 
22. Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

 
23. Time, Date and Venue of next meeting 

Parish Council Meeting.  February 22nd 2021.  7pm.  Zoom Website / App.  

 
 
 


