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HUMSHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
Bi-Monthly Parish Council Meeting 

7PM on THURSDAY, 14 JANUARY 2021 
(online) 

 

MINUTES 
Humshaugh Parish Council Minutes 

PRESENT: 
Councillors 
 
 
APOLOGIES: 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

 
Cllr Rupert Gibson (Chair), Cllr Ian Batey, Cllr Geoff Elliott, Cllr Kirsten Francis, Cllr 
Mark Stephens (from item 4.5) 
 
Cllr Davey Harrison 
 
Helyn Douglas (Clerk), Herbie Newell (resident) 

INTRODUCTION TO COUNCILLORS 

PUBLIC FORUM (10 minutes) 

There were no items raised. 

 
1 

 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 Apologies are listed above.  During this Covid-19 lockdown the Chair has given permission for 
absence to any Councillors not able to join these online meetings. 

2 
 

DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
Click here to check individual Declarations of Interest for Humshaugh Parish Councillors 

There were no interests declared.  

3 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING - 12 NOVEMBER 2020 

 The minutes were agreed as an accurate record; these will be signed at a later date. 

4 MATTERS ARISING (not covered elsewhere on the agenda) 

4.1 LTP update to residents’ group 
The Clerk had passed on the update to the residents’ group stating that the County Council are 
looking at their request for improved safety measures on the road at Chollerford roundabout.  The 
Chair also confirmed that a petition supporting their request has been handed in at County Hall.  A 
response from the County Council is awaited.  

ACTION: CLLR R GIBSON 

4.2 Dog Fouling meeting with School 
This meeting is still to be arranged.  The School is busy at present dealing with Covid-19 restrictions. 
Mr H Newell did ask however that everyone please pick up and dispose of dog waste responsibly - 
this is still a significant problem for the School.  

ACTION: CLLR K FRANCIS 

4.3 VAT for new mower  
The Clerk reported that there are issues around reclaiming VAT if the mower is used to generate 
income.  She has lodged a specific query with a VAT expert via Northumberland Association of Local 
Councils, but is awaiting a reply. 
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ACTION: CLERK 

4.4 Donations 
These will be covered under item 6.2. 

4.5 Fencing at footpath nr First School 
Cllr R Gibson reported that the footpath and kerbing has finally been completed!  Cllr Gibson 
contributed £10,000 from his Small Schemes Fund towards the costs for this; thanks were 
expressed to Cllr Gibson for this. 
 
Regarding the fencing, Cllr M Stephens reported that the plan now is to replace that first and leave 
the wider playing field upgrade to a second phase.  Cllr Stephens will report back in due course. 

ACTION: CLLR M STEPHENS 

4.6 Poppies info sent to Hexham Courant 
The update and photos had been passed along to the Courant; this item is now closed. 

5 PLANNING  

 There were no items of significance for the agenda, though ‘domestic’ non-controversial 
applications are still being circulated to Councillors for comment.  (This is to keep in line with a new 
County Council policy during the pandemic.) 

6 FINANCES 

6.1 Bank Statements & Budget Monitoring 
The bank statements were ‘presented’ (these are available online) and the budget to date was 
reviewed.  There were no items of concern. 

6.2 Expenditure 
Reimbursement of £99 has been made to Cllr Stephens for the new Christmas Tree lights; an 
invoice for the tree itself is still awaited (expected to be c£90). 
 
All the Councillors expressed their thanks to Cllr Stephens and those involved in setting up and 
decorating the tree this year - it was generally agreed to be the best ever! 
 
Servicing for Tractor Mower 
Councillors agreed to pay for a comprehensive service to the tractor mower by Thomas Sherriff Ltd, 
with a view to its being traded-in shortly for a newer model.  The exact cost for this is not known 
but would likely be c£500.  Cllr G Elliott confirmed that Thomas Sherriff would potentially take the 
old mower as trade-in against a new model, and might also be able to supply an ex-demonstrator 
model in the future at a discounted price.  Cllr G Elliott will report back on this in due course. 

ACTION: CLLR G ELLIOTT 
Donations 
The annual donations previously agreed had been sent on - both Tynedale Hospice and the Great 
North Air Ambulance sent in letters of thank you, being particularly grateful for support during this 
difficult year.   However the Clerk has not had a response from the Cricket Club regarding their 
donation award and so has not been able to process the money. Cllr G Elliott will chase this up. 

CLLR G ELLIOTT  

6.3 Income 
The Clerk confirmed that the old push mower has been sold to the Groundsman, T Bell for £100. 
The £900 from St Peter’s for the grass cutting has been received and banked (though it will not 
show yet on the bank statement). 

6.4 Budget/Precept estimate 21/22 (inc Precept info from NCC) 
The Clerk presented an outline of expected total costs for the current year, and anticipated costs 
for next year.  Most overheads remain the same, but the asset purchase budget will be large next 
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year, mainly for a new mower but also for any new outdoor seats.  Regarding the mower, the full 
cost including VAT will need to be paid upfront, and the VAT reclaimed (this can potentially be 
reclaimed in the same financial year, though how much will depend on the response from the VAT 
expert at NALC).  
 
If the precept remained the same as last year this would leave around £3-4k surplus in the bank. 
Councillors debated whether this was sufficient.  Cllr K Francis noted there are likely to be several 
new Councillors after the elections in May and they may wish to undertake other activities (such as 
a Neighbourhood Plan). 
 
On this basis Councillors agreed to add £1,000 to the precept request, making it £13,000.  They also 
agreed that the Clerk should sign the request this year, to avoid delays in sending paperwork 
through the post. 

ACTION: CLERK 

7 BUSINESS 

7.1 Asset purchases 
 
Wheelie Bin 
Since the last meeting Northumberland County Council had contacted the Clerk to state it could 
provide the bin but not the fitting (due to the Covid-19 restrictions).  Cllr G Elliott confirmed that 
the bin and locking arm have been delivered, and he will arrange for someone to install these.  The 
combined cost is expected to be c£350. 

ACTION: CLLR G ELLIOTT 
New seats 
The new seat that was recently purchased is still awaiting installation.  There had been some 
confusion over whether it needed to be fixed in place or was heavy enough to be free-standing. 
Councillors agreed it did need to be fixed in position as the ground was uneven.  Cllr K Francis will 
arrange to have that done.  The cost is expected to be £50-100, depending on the type of fitting 
required. 

ACTION: CLLR K FRANCIS 
The remaining seats that are required will be reviewed next financial year. 

7.2 Website update 
Cllr K Francis gave an update stating that both the Village Hall and Village Shop are not clear on 
what they need from a new website, and may well set up their own individual sites instead.  This 
being the case Councillors agreed that a village-wide site is not currently required.  The Parish 
Council website can be updated with links to local groups as required.  Councillors agreed to leave 
the money for website development in the budget for next year in case this situation changes.  

7.3 EV charge point 
Northumberland County Council is progressing with taking on the maintenance of this charger.  An 
NCC electrician has made an initial visit to check out the site and Richard McKenzie (Technical 
Services, NCC) has indicated that the Parish Council is unlikely to need to set aside funds in next 
year’s budget for maintenance costs. Progress will be reported as it becomes available. 

ACTION: CLERK 

8 REPORTS & UPDATES from Councillors 

8.1 Humshaugh Net Zero 
Cllr K Francis gave an update on the continued work of the group.  There are two key activities 
underway: energy generation and energy efficiency.  Under the first the group will look at the 
possibility of solar, wind and air source heating for homes in the village, and how this could be 
connected up to the National Grid.  Under the second the group will provide ten sample properties 
around the village with an Energy Performance Certificate (EPC).  These can then be used as 
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Close of meeting at 7.40pm 

 

 

 

examples of how to improve energy efficiency and to understand the likely costs of those for 
different types of properties.  All of these activities are being funded by grant money raised by the 
group. 

9 CONSULTATIONS 

 There were no items raised. 

10 CORRESPONDENCE (highlights) 

10.1 Boarding nr Village Hall 
The Chair had received some complaints about the unsightly boarding used on the development 
site near the Village Hall, specifically the colour of the boards used.  Cllr G Elliott read out a 
statement from the site owners, Mr and Mrs Campbell, stating that the project has been delayed 
for various reasons (including but not limited to the pandemic).  This has meant the boarding has 
been up much longer than anticipated.  The Campbells expect to be able to put in a full planning 
application soon and to progress with the work, but in the meantime they feel the boarding is less 
of an eyesore than the demolished building on the site.  
 
The Parish Council accepts that there is little more that can be done and awaits the development 
progressing. 

10.2 Local Connections Fund  
This is a new Government fund set up to address loneliness issues.  A copy is to be sent on to 
Humshaugh Community Ventures Ltd. 

ACTION: CLERK 

11 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 Community Chest 
The Chair has just received notification that the deadline for applying for the latest round of the 
Community Chest in the area is being extended.  There are funds left this year and the County 
Council is keen that eligible local groups apply.  The Chair thought in particular that the Playing 
Fields Trust might want to consider this.  The information is to be sent around all of the Councillors. 

ACTION: CLERK 

12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
7pm on THURSDAY, 11 MARCH 2021 
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