
MINUTES OF THE EMBLETON QUARRY WORKING GROUP 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3rd FEBRUARY 2021 Via ZOOM 
 

Present: Terry Howells (TH) – Chair, Ian Brown(IB), Denise Metcalfe(DM), Kevin Redgrave(KR),  

   Gary Woodburn(GW), John Young(JY), Andy Davis (AD), Sarah Coxon(SC), Chris German(CG) 

Apologies: None 

Declarations of Interest: None 

             Action 

1:  Minutes of the last meetings. 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th January were accepted as a true record, proposed by 
KR and seconded by JY. The minutes of the meeting held on 17th January were also accepted 
as a true record; proposed by KR and seconded by IB. The Chair will sign these at a later date. 

 

2: Land Transfer 
A Zoom meeting had been held between NCC, TH and CG to review the transfer of the two 
parcels of land. The parcel behind Whinstone View is likely to be granted, all interested 
parties in NCC had until 29th January to comment. The transfer of the Quarry House seems to 
be progressing, but no dates were mentioned. TH  to keep the group updated on progress. 
TH stated we will need the services of a solicitor at some point, it was agreed to put a post 
on ‘Embleton Nextdoor’ to see if we can procure a local one. CG to action. 

 
 
TH 
 
 
 
CG 

3: Funding 
Nothing to report. 

 

4: School Projects 
The start of the work to create the school classroom area and the pond platform has been 
put back to later in the year due to the current Covid restrictions. 
GW said that the school were looking to help with the conservation work and would like to 
undertake a small project. Ideas put forward were surveys, tree planting and a mini beast 
‘hotel’. Any other ideas should be sent to CG to co-ordinate for the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
ALL 

5: Accessibility Project 
The start of this project has also been delayed, although KR has put some gravel at the 
western most kissing gate. CG noted we should not remove the kerbstones at the Quakers 
Row entrance without first consulting with NCC. TH to write to NCC to ask them to either 
install a drop kerb or give us permission to make the entrance wheelchair friendly. 

 
 
 
TH 
 

6: Risk Assessment 
The installation of the lifebelt was part of the build of the pond platform. Now that this has 
been delayed a temporary solution is required. It was agreed to either put in a post or use 
one of the existing fence posts to mount the lifebelt. SC noted there was no rope on the 
lifebelt, however there is rope in the container that was used from when the sump was 
repaired. JY offered a ‘hook’ to hang the lifebelt on. CG to co-ordinate. 

 
 
 
 
 
CG 

7: Signage 
GW’s latest version of the interpretation board was reviewed. DM requested a change 
relating to the ponies in that they are wild animals and should not be assumed they are 
friendly. DM also requested a change relating to dogs, and this was discussed under the next 
item.  The size and mounting of the signs were discussed. It was confirmed the signs would 
be A1 in size and that they should be mounted on natural materials if possible. JY offered a 
block of Whinstone, and there may be other suitable bocks within the site. GW to update the 
sign and present to the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
GW 
 



8: Dogs in the Quarry 
As part of the review of the signs DM requested that dogs should be always kept on a lead 
when in the quarry. The current policy is that they should be on a lead in the paddock when 
the ponies are present, and this is what had been agreed by the Parish Council and had been 
published in the Whinstone Times. The meeting discussed this new proposal and the majority 
voted not to accept this change.  The meeting did agree to the suggestion that the policy 
should be changed to dogs being always kept on a lead in the paddock. This change will need 
to be signed off by the Parish Council.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
TH 

9: Seating 
DM proposed that rather than just rocks proper seats, possibly memorial, should be provided. 
The meeting agreed that any such seats should be constructed of local materials and a survey 
should be undertaken post Covid restrictions to identify possible locations.  

 

10: Dark Skies 
GW reported he had met with the AONB and now has the equipment to measure light 
pollution in the quarry. He is now waiting for suitable conditions.  

 

11: Summer Grazing 
The production of a report into the fencing work and provision of a water supply has been 
delayed by the weather. Ideally the ponies need to be out of the quarry by the end of March. 
TH and CG and to provide a report for the next meeting. 

 
 
TH/CG 

12: Pond Overflow 
KR reported that following the recent heavy rain that the water level in the pond had risen 
by 4ins due to vegetation blocking the outer grate and that he had cleared it. CG noted that 
the sudden release of the water had created issues down Sea Lane with the water escaping 
from the manhole and running down the road. This is because the pipe from the overflow to 
the manhole on Sea Lane is 9ins in diameter, but the pipe from the manhole towards the sea 
is only 6ins and when the drain survey was carried out it was found to be partially blocked. It 
was agreed to write to NCC to make them aware of this issue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TH 

13: Equipment 
KR reported that on further inspection the axle on the mower is bent and the flails cannot be 
removed. It was therefore agreed to take the entire mower to Youngs at Lee Moor to get an 
estimate to fix it. JY  offered to help transport the mower to Lee Moor. 

 
 
KR/JY 

14: Whinstone Times 
The next entry will be much reduced to reflect the current situation. It was agreed that 
contact details for anybody wishing to volunteer should be included. 

 
CG 

15: Finances 
The balance as of 25th January was just under £21K, but we still have not received an invoice 
for the fencing work. The purchase of the posts and pond dipping equipment will also need 
to be deducted from this figure. 

 

16: Any Other Business 
None raised. 

 

17: Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd March at 7pm, via Zoom. 

 

 

 


