


[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of electronic meeting of Warden Parish Council  held at 7pm on Monday 4th January 2021
Those Present: Cllrs SJ Heminsley (Chairman), WJ Foot, RM Tindall, S Robson, G Charlton, M Kendrew, D Bowman,
D Liddle, R Gibson (County Cllr), C Miller (Clerk), two members of the public

2021/01	Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence.

2021/02	Declaration of Members Interests
 Cllr’s S Heminsley, S Robson and R Gibson declared an interest in the Railway Inn.

2021/03	Opportunity for members of the public to raise any matter
There were no matters raised from the public.

2021/04	Minutes of  previous meeting held on Monday 2nd November 2020
It was resolved the minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 2nd November 2020 be accepted as a true record.

2021/05	Action Points and Matters arising  from previous meeting held on Monday 2nd November 2020 (not on agenda)
Volunteering shopping and support service for vulnerable residents had been available during the last lockdown, with the village well organised for those who required assistance.  Overall coordination had been managed by Dave Spearman's team at the Town Hall; no unmet needs had come to light but it was agreed that councilors should remain vigilant.  The vicar was still to confirm a date to discuss issues relating to the annual Parish Council grasscutting grant.  Remembrance Day service and wreath laying had taken place successfully.  County Cllr Gibson had not contacted the County Council regarding footpath clearance works, however they had previously given agreement for the Parish Council to action works to footpaths.  ACTION: Parish Council to take local action with the co-operation of landowners at the appropriate time in 2021 to ensure safety for pedestrians is maintained.  Millennium Beacon had been repaired and originally scheduled for fitting 24/12/20, however due to inclement weather this would now be early January.

2021/06	Allotments
Permission had been given to two allotment holders to place greenhouses on their plots.

2021/07	Litter pick
Litter pick could not be arranged at the present time due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

2021/08	Roads/footpath
Complaints had been received about icy conditions on footpaths 4/1/21, however there had been problems county 
wide due to the exceptional weather conditions the previous night.  A pedestrian had also been stranded on the 
Crossgates level crossing as the gripper strip had been iced over, however the weather had been exceptional and 
parishioner had been sympathetic to the problem.  ACTION: Clerk to contact Network Rail and convey comments 
received.  Water was again building up on the Mossy and the area would be monitored.

2021/08/01	Progress regarding the reduction in speeding traffic through the villages 
Traffic calming measures had been held up due to staff shortages associated with the Covid-19 pandemic.

2021/08/02	Litter bin, layby to west of Warden level crossing
Clerk had contacted County Council to request they place a bin in the layby and charge the Parish Council, however 
no action had been taken to date.  ACTION: Clerk to re-contact County Council.  

2021/08/03	To consider hedgerow obstructions
Discussed earlier.

2021/09	Correspondence
There was no correspondence.

2021/10	Planning 
Activity ongoing regarding the long running proposals for Frankham Quarry with a lot of disquiet, particularly from Frankham residents who were pushing for action.  Parish Council had made and reiterated objections to the planning proposals and it was now in the hands of the County Council to come to a decision. It was agreed that no further action by the parish council was required at this stage.

2021/10/01	Planning Applications received:
2021/10/02	Notice of Planning application being approved:
· 20/02931/LBC: Listed Building Consent/replacement of arched windows – Martlet, Fourstones

2021/11	Reports – Town Hall;  Northumberland County Council 
D Spearman had previously reported that the Town Hall management committee had been successful in applying for grants to ensure, for now, that the Town Hall could continue in the future despite the Covid-19 pandemic.

2021/12	Financial Matters
2021/12/01	Payments due: C Miller – November, December salary and salary arrears owing from 1/4/20 following pay rise £485.62; expenses - £17.53 HMRC £65.20  

It was resolved to approve the payments,

2021/12/02	To consider request for grants from  Tynedale Hospice at Home; Coremusic
It was resolved to grant £60 to Coremusic.
It was resolved to grant £120 to Tynedale Hospice at Home.

2021/12/03	Financial Planning for 2020-2021
There would be an approximate £300 overspend at year end 2021-2022 which was comfortably covered by reserves.

2021/12/04	To consider budget and precept requirements 2021-2022
Linked to speeding in the parish, Cllr S Robson suggested the "Welcome to Fourstones" signage which was looking tatty, could be replaced, and requests to drive carefully through the village incorporated into new structures.  It was agreed that the welcome signs should be treated as additional to the council's request in the Local Traffic Plan for extensions to the villages' restricted 30mph zone and as such could potentially be funded and implemented independently of the outcome of that request.   ACTION: Cllr S Robson to compile presentation for next meeting with support from other Councillor’s, as required.  It was resolved to accept the draft budget for 2021-2022 and precept requirements of £9250 for 2021-2022.

2021/12/05	Meeting with PCC regarding grasscutting grant 
Discussed earlier, meeting awaited.

2021/12/06	To receive acknowledgement of grant from British Legion Poppy Appeal; Sport Tynedale; St Michael’s Warden; Great North Air Ambulance
Grant acknowledgements received were noted.

2021/13	The Railway Inn
Cllr Heminsley had written to NCC with a formal request that the ACV status of the Railway Inn should be extended for a further 5 years, consistent with the earlier decision of the parish council and the comments made by the planning inspector in May. A reply was awaited.

2020/14	North East Transport plan 
Consultation available on-line.  In discussion it was noted that the plan would be the first co-ordinated plan for priorities in 
the North East up to 2035, and included cycling.  Also, it was agreed that it was imperative to maintain the good bus 
services in the parish, however there was no easy solution in rural areas to encourage a reduction in car usage.  The re-
opening of Fourstones railway station had been previously discussed by the Climate Change Group, and could be raised in 
the transport plan.  With electric cars being advocated, recharging points in the parish could be beneficial, and there was a 
government scheme to provide charging points for dwellings without off-street parking.  ACTION: Cllr SJ Heminsley to 
circulate draft response to the consultation. (replies required by 14 January).

2021/15	Flooding – modelling improvements across the Tyne Valley
Nothing to report.

2021/16	Boatside Inn -  play area and defibrillator
Pads required replacing on defibrillator. ACTION: Cllr SJ Heminsley to speak to pub tenant.

2021/17	Climate Change Group – to receive update
Meeting had been held with discussion around school solar panels, with prices sought and funding being researched. 
400 trees were to be planted on Haydon Fell near Settlingstones where trees had burnt down a few months ago and a community tree planting day would be organised.  Broadband gigabyte vouchers had also been discussed, however due to the Covid-19 pandemic there were difficulties with furthering projects.      

2021/18	Communications – to confirm actions from this meeting
Nothing to discuss.

2021/19	Date and Time of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of Warden Parish Council will be held on Monday 1st March 2021.
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Claire Miller, Clerk to Warden Parish Council

The meeting closed at 8pm.

	ACTION
	RESPONSIBLE

	Bin West of level crossing
	Clerk to re-contact County Council to ask if they could 
arrange installation of wheelie bin and charge the PC.

	Increase in grasscutting cost request by St Michael’s
	Cllr RM Tindall to arrange meeting with PCC.

	Defibrillator pads
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to speak to pub tenant regarding replacement pads.


	North East Transport Plan
	Cllr SJ Heminsley to draft response to consultation

	Footpath clearance works
	Parish Council to take local action in the future with the co-operation of landowners

	Icy conditions at Crossgates level crossing
	Clerk to contact Network Rail and convey comments received

	Replacement village signage
	Cllr S Robson to compile presentation for next meeting
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