
OVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of an electronic meeting held on Monday 9th November 2020 at 7.00pm
Present:

Cllrs Pescod, Gilfillan and Marshall, County Cllr Quinn, 2 members of the public and Mrs. M. Davenport (Clerk)
The meeting began with a resident raising various issues. She was disappointed with the rumble strips and felt that they could have been more effective. Cllr Pescod acknowledged that they are differed to others locally but they were recommended by Highways and Cllr Gilfillan pointed out that the main issue was that they were located on a hill so motorists would unfortunately speed up again. The resident also queried if the Council will press for 20mph limit in the village especially following a recent incident when a vehicle crashed into the village green fencing. County Cllr Quinn responded that unfortunately there was not much enthusiasm at County level. Research had to be carried out regarding speeding over various periods but she will make further enquiries. The resident also asked if any action was forthcoming with regards the blind bend/footpath mentioned in a recent newsletter on the road to Ovingham. Cllr Pescod replied that this had been raised with County for about 20 years – again County Cllr Quinn will check the current situation which had been put forward by the Parish Council as part of their Local Transport Plan priorities. An update was also asked regarding the drain/flow of water on the path by West End Cottage, Cllr Gilfillan responded that as far as he was aware, County were responsible – he himself had put considerable efforts into trying to remedy the problem. Cllr Pescod believed that as it was a public footpath, NCC were responsible and asked County Cllr Quinn to raise it on their behalf.  Cllr Marshall believed NCC should have records which would identify the source of the problem.
1992:  Apologies for Absence: Cllrs Smith and Pigg offered their apologies.
1993: To confirm the minutes of the previous meetings held on 7/9/2020: 
Having previously been circulated, the minutes were approved and will be signed in due course.

1994: County Councillors Report: Cllr Pescod first thanked County Cllr Quinn for the funding to purchase two new pieces of play equipment which should be installed early next year. County Cllr Quinn reported that obviously Covid-19 overshadowed everything at the moment. Unfortunately, cases were increasing again in Northumberland. She continues to keep in touch with the elderly but acknowledged there was much support within the communities. She had just received an email regarding proposals for the Local Transport Plan; she will summarise and inform the Cllrs if appropriate.

County Cllr Quinn was thanked and left the meeting at 7.35pm 

1995: Matters Arising:

i)          Traffic issues including parking & speeding: Mentioned above. The Clerk also mentioned a complaint had been received from a resident about speeding past their property on the road to Bywell. The Cllrs acknowledged this but felt it was more a matter for Highways rather than the village. Cllr Pescod confirmed he had been in touch with the insurers of the vehicle which had damaged the village green fence. A quote for repairs was imminent and the insurers will pay for this.
ii) Grass Cutting: Cllr Gilfillan felt the grass cutting had been a better standard this year.
iii) Dogs on the green: A resident noted that dog fouling seemed to be more prevalent in other areas which the Cllrs acknowledged. Most owners are responsible but unfortunately there will always be some who do not pick up after their pets. Cllr Pescod confirmed that the Council will discuss the issue of dogs on the village green at their January meeting which will be 12 months since it had first been raised. Cllr Marshall mentioned that there was no signage (No dog fouling) at the Millennium Garden – Cllr Gilfillan will organise.
iv) Trees – nest steps: Due to the second lockdown, original plans for planting in November had been abandoned. A resident proposed some form of group planting in February and the Cllrs agreed to aim for this. Some individual work can go ahead in the meantime. The resident confirmed spacing and varieties had already been considered but she did not know if an order for trees had yet been submitted. She will arrange for trees to be delivered in February and asked that in the event of a continuing lockdown, that she liaise with Cllr Gilfillan in temporarily planting trees in her allotment. They would be easy to lift and Cllr Gilfillan agreed.

v) Overdene – The Clerk will ask County Cllr Quinn for a further update. It was noted there had been less activity recently.
1996: Expenditure authorisation:

          M Davenport (Sal & exp July/Sept)



£287.63
          RBL Poppy appeal (wreath)




£50.00

The Cllrs agreed to give £50 to RBL – the suggested minimum donation was £17 but they felt that the annual appeal was especially hit by Covid-19.
1997: Planning applications:

          20/02901/Ful – 3 Dene Terrace- application for front porch with lobby and shower room – no objections.
1998: Precept/Budget 2021/2022: The Clerk had circulated details of accounts to date. The Cllrs will finalise a decision at their January meeting but Cllr Pescod envisaged that the precept will remain at £6,000.

1999: Village Environment: Cllr Pescod confirmed the village fence will be repaired. Cllr Gilfillan thanked the resident who had painted the telephone box who had also offered to renovate the village benches. Cllr Marshall mentioned the overgrown bush at the entrance to Greenrising. It is causing some visual problems for motorists exiting the estate. Unfortunately, it was not confirmed whether it was the Community Group or Karbon Homes who had responsibility and also it was agreed pruning was best tackled early spring.
2000: Committee Reports: Cllr Pescod confirmed that the Burial Board had met recently but there was nothing pressing. Grave topple testing was to be carried out on a rolling programme. There were no further reports from committees lodged.

2001: Correspondence: There was nothing to discuss.
2002: Next Meeting:  The date of next the meeting was confirmed as 11th January 2021 at 7pm. This again will be via Zoom.
2003: Any other business: Cllr Gilfillan hoped something could be organised for Xmas bearing in mind most of the usual activities especially carol singing cannot go ahead. This would give a boost to the village but he was not sure of the answer. Cllr Pescod agreed and hoped the Community Group can come up with suggestions. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.15pm
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