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Present Cllr J Blackett-Ord 
Cllr J Cousin 
Cllr J Johnston 
Cllr O Norris 

Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders 

19.30 

14/20 Apologies for absence Cllr A Dale, Cllr M Sowler, Cllr A Johnston 
To approve the absence of Councillors at meetings over 6 months due to the Covid-19 Pandemic 
The absence was approved for members. 
PROPOSED Cllr J Cousin                      SECONDED Cllr O Norris                             AGREED 

The Chair reported that elections for Chair, Vice Chair and committee members do not have to be 
taken until may 2021. It was agreed to keep the same members for this year. 

15/20 Declarations of Interest  
The chair reminded councillors to declare their interests at the appropriate time and declared an 
interest himself in any Whitfield Estate matters that may arise and in the amount charged for the use 
of the room at The Elks Head. 

16/20 Public Questions  
No Questions 

17/20 Minutes of the meetings to be approved held on: Monday 10th February 2020   
The Minutes were approved.                                                                                                 
PROPOSED Cllr J Cousin                      SECONDED Cllr J Johnston                              AGREED 

18/20 Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda 
The clerk was asked to check the insurance for public liability and reported that it is for 10 million. 
If members wanted insurance for data protection, there would be another cost. However, the council 
does not keep any third party data so there is minimal risk. The Risk Assessment was signed by Cllr 
Blackett-Ord. 

19/20 Correspondence received since the last council meeting  
1. CPRE newsletter 
2. NALC Emails 

3. NCC – local Plan consultation and other emails of information 

4. The LTP has been received.  
• The re-surfacing of the road from the village past the school did not make it as the 

issue will be considered when developing future planned maintenance programmes. In 
the meantime, Area Maintenance teams will continue to monitor and carry out minor 
works. 

• Widening of C322 from Fell House to Haltwhistle turn. This is to be included. However, 
members would like to clarify how much has been completed and what is intended for 
this year. 

• Crash Barrier on C322 on right hand bend before Laws Farm – this is not included as 
they are very expensive to introduce. SLOW marking at existing warning signs are to be 
considered. Clarification to be sought on this matter. 

07/20 Planning Applications                       
19/04524 – Change of use from agricultural to ancillary residential accommodation – Crag Head, Dodd 
Bank – No Objection – Granted. Cllr JBO declared an interest. 
20/01958 & 01950 – Variation of condition 2 to listed building consent – West Unthank Farm – No 
Objection. 
To retrospectively approve the above applications. 
PROPOSED Cllr J Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                              AGREED 

08/20 Haltwhistle & District Burial Committee 

An email had been received from Melkridge Parish Council stating that they did not agree that 
Haltwhistle Town Council should report all of the Burial Committee accounts with their own. It stated 
that they would continue to show their share. 
The clerk explained that Haltwhistle had made this decision, after reference to the JPAG governance 
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regulations, and being informed by the auditors that they could not give any guidance. Haltwhistle 
agreed that it made for more transparency of the Burial Accounts and they would await the auditors 
decision for future reporting. 

22/20 Reports on Financial and Administration Matters   
22/20.01 Bank Balances & Income and expenditure as at 15th July 2020                              Appendix 1 

22/20.02 Bank Reconciliation and Accounts for Payment 10th August 2020                      Appendix 2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Elk’s Head had to make a charge for the extra cleaning required to open up a room for a meeting. 
The amount is £20 and was agreed to pay that too. 
The accounts and payments were therefore approved. 
PROPOSED Cllr J Johnston                      SECONDED Cllr J Cousin                              AGREED 
 
 

22/20.03 Audit Requirements                                                                                                      Appendix 3 
22/20.03.01 To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor         
22/20.03.02 To approve the Annual Governance Statement                                          
22/20.03.03 To approve the draft annual accounts for 2019/2020                                    
22/20.03.04 To approve the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances           
22/20.03.05 To confirm and approve the Certification of Exemption 
                    
The above statements were approved. 
PROPOSED Cllr J Cousin                      SECONDED Cllr J Johnston                              AGREED 
 

23/20 Any Other Business 
There is concern over the traffic speeding along the main stretch through the village from motorbikes. 
The clerk was asked to contact the new Inspector at Hexham for advice and to ask if a meeting could 
be arranged in the village hall to discuss the issue with residents 

24/20 Dates and times of next meetings: 
The next meeting is the Parish Meeting on Monday 9th November at 7.30pm. Cllr Sowler will be 
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asked if she would be happy to hold it at Unthank Hall, as long as Covid restrictions allow. 

 


