
MINUTES OF THE EMBLETON QUARRY WORKING GROUP 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th JANUARY 2021 Via ZOOM 
 

Present: Terry Howells (TH) – Chair, Ian Brown(IB), Denise Metcalfe(DM), Kevin Redgrave(KR),  

   Gary Woodburn(GW), John Young(JY), David Cooper(DC), Sarah Coxon(SC)  

   Chris German(CG) 

Apologies: Vickie Fyffe 

Declarations of Interest: None 

             Action 

1:  Minutes of the last meeting. 
These were accepted as a true record of the meeting and will be signed by the Chair at a later 
date. Proposed by SC and seconded by IB. 

 

2: Land Transfer 
TH and CH have completed the necessary paperwork, and these were sent to NCC just prior 
to Christmas. TH to keep the group updated on progress. 

 
 
TH 

3: Funding 
GW reported that a further grant had been received from the AONB to fund the tarpaulin for 
the school classroom. A grant of £1250 has been received from Suez to help cover the costs 
of the accessibility project, thanks to DC for facilitating this. TH to send a thank you letter. 
IB noted that further funding might be available from the ‘Branch Out’ project. 

 
 
 
TH 

4: School Project 
The plastic support posts for the pond platform have been ordered and are due for delivery 
in January. CG to get an update on the expected delivery date. Once we have this date, we 
can order the timber and organise digger hire. 

 
 
CG 

5: Accessibility Project 
GW and KR had visited the site with a wheelchair and produced a report on works needed to 
facilitate access for wheelchair users. The Quakers Row entrance needs to be widened and 
levelled and the gradient at the Whinstone View entrance needs to be reduced. Some 
stabilisation and widening of the existing footpaths is required and resting places (large 
boulders) provided in places. It was agreed to do this work when the digger is on site, and 20 
tons of stone chippings will be ordered. SC said we should not ‘over engineer’ the paths as 
we should maintain the sense of ‘wildness’ of the site. 

 
 
 

6: Risk Assessment 
DC stated that those elements of the risk assessment signage not directly mentioned  on the 
interpretation board could be included in the QR code. CG noted we had not yet purchased 
a life ring for the pool; SC offered one she had collected from the beach. This will be fixed to 
the pond platform once built. 

 
GW 
 
 
 

7: Signage 
GW’s latest version of the interpretation board was reviewed. GW reported that he had 
shared the design with the AONB and there might be some minor amendments resulting from 
this. The aim is to sign off the design at the next meeting so any comments should be sent to 
GW asap. 

 
 
 
ALL 
 

8: Summer Grazing 
The fencing work and provision of a water supply is being reviewed by TH and CG and a report 
will be available at the next meeting. 

 
TH/CG 



 
9: Pond Overflow 

KR has painted one layer of bricks on the overflow white, if the water level rises above this 
then a detailed inspection is needed. A number of rocks have been placed 3m in front of the 
grid to collect the flotsam and so reduce the amount reaching the grid. Weekly inspections 
are continuing from the opposite bank. 

 

10: Removal of Invasive Species 
Whilst the digger is in the quarry the opportunity will be taken to remove more of the gorse 
to prevent it spreading too far. This will need to be burnt before the nesting season begins. 
Several patches of montbretia and daisies also need to be removed; a task for a future 
working party. 

 
 

11. Coast Care 
Coast Care had been working in the quarry in December, clearing swathes into the dense 
undergrowth to allow the ponies to forage. No planned sessions have been organised for this 
year so far as they are busy elsewhere on other projects. 

 
 

12: Equipment 
Two warning signs have been purchased and are in the container. CG has obtained a first aid 
kit, and this will be put in the container shortly, SC offered to check the contents. 
KR reported that he is trying to get the flail mower serviced before the spring. 

 
CG 
SC 
KR 

13: Dark Skies 
GW reported that discussions held with the AONB were positive and that the quarry may 
become the first Dark Skies site on the Northumberland Coast. The AONB have ordered some 
equipment to do assessments of light pollution etc and GW will be undertaking the 
assessment on behalf of the AONB. If any light pollution from streetlights was identified, then 
the Parish Council can ask NCC to provide shielding to reduce the impact.     

 
 

14: Community Communication 
The quarry continues to have its own article in the Whinstone Times, and it is hoped to 
include details of the School and Accessibility projects in the next edition. 
When the dates for the work on both entrances are available these should be published a 
few days in advance on “Nextdoor” and a leaflet delivered to nearby properties to inform 
them of the work and possible noise and disruption. 

 
 
 

15: Next Working Party 
It was agreed to hold a working party on Wednesday 13th January at 10.30am to rake up grass 
and perform other minor maintenance. Covid protocols will apply. 

 
 

16: Date of Next Meeting 
This was agreed as Wednesday 3rd February at 7pm, via Zoom. If anyone has any items for 
the agenda these should be sent to CG by Tuesday 27th January.  

 
All 

17: AOB 
DM asked if any more trees could be planted in the quarry to encourage red squirrels to come 
to the site. Any additional trees would need to be confined to the woodland areas identified 
on the management plan. KR to review possible locations and species. 
JY offered to use a drone to take aerial photos of the site at regular intervals to show the 
changes over time. This was welcomed and it was suggested that photos should be taken 
from the same location four times a year in order to see how the quarry changes with the 
seasons. 
KR reported that the barren mound of earth behind the bungalows on Quakers Row appears 
to have been sprayed. This area will be re-visited at a later date to see if anything is beginning 
to grow. 

 
 
 
KR 
 
JW 

 

 


