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At the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Felton Village Hall at 7:15pm on Monday 7 June 2021. 
 
Present:   Cllrs E Blagburn, J Cruden, G Cuthbert, B Dickson, R Evans, T Hood, G Lings, L Sowter, F Thornton and 

A Walton.   
 
28. Apologies for Absence – None 
 
29. Declarations of interest in items on the Agenda – Cllrs Cuthbert Evans and Sowter declared an interest in Item 

8 (Recreation Lane).   
 
30. Public Participation  

 
The following questions were raised:  
 
a. A resident stated that the Parish Council website states you can raise a point for discussion.  The public 

participation item on the agenda limits public participation to items on the Agenda.  Cllr Lings will respond in 
due course.  

b. A resident asked if the insurance cover under Agenda Item 5c includes the Bridge Printer.  The Clerk advised 
that it does.  

c. A resident asked what is meant by open door policy as referred to in Agenda Item 6c.  This will be discussed 
during that item.  No decisions have yet taken place.  

d. A resident stated that parking on the pavement as referred to in Agenda Item 9a is unlawful wherever it occurs 
in the village.  This will be discussed during that item.   

e. A resident stated that agenda Item 10a should refer to ‘patients’ and not residents.  The Clerk agreed with this 
but had not realised that the letters were sent only to patients when the agenda item was requested.  The 
resident commented that the letter contained a lot of untrue statements and asked how strongly the Parish 
Council would be responding.  This will be discussed during that item.   

f. A resident asked if the Parish Council has met with the surgery developer and if so when.  The Parish Council 
has not met with the developer.   

g. A resident asked why Cllr Hood does not report on meetings he attends for NALC.   
h. A resident asked if members of the public are allowed to submit questions for the Agenda.   The Clerk 

responded that If correspondence is received then this can be added to an agenda if it requires a decision.   
i. A resident stated that the ICO report had not yet been published on the website after the Parish Council 

resolved to do so at its April meeting.  
 

31. The Minutes of the meeting held on 17 May 2021 were agreed as a true record subject to the following 
amendments:  

 
a. Minute 15b – Correction to year of meetings on 7 February, 7 March and 4 April, to read 2022 not 2021.   
b. Minute 18b – addition of “reimbursement of grass matting costs” as a description of the payment to L Sowter.   

 
32. Finance  

 
a. Approval of the Accounts and the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for 2020/21 must be 

completed by 30 June.  The files are with the internal auditor and it is hoped that the internal audit will be 
finished by the end of the week.  A further meeting will need to be scheduled for the approval of the accounts 
and AGAR.  Cllr Lings asked councillors to take time to review the JPAG Guidance before the meeting.  The 
latest JPAG guidance will be adopted early.  
  

b. The Parish Council received the financial statement to 1 June 2021.  The following points were raised:  
 

i. The cost of maintenance and upkeep for Davisons Obelisk is shared with Newton on the Moor & 
Swarland Parish Council.  The Clerk sends an invoice for this and the monies received are recorded in 
receipts.  

ii. The insurance costs for the War Memorial are shared with Thirston and Newton on the Moor & Swarland 
Parish Councils, and for Davisions Obelisk with Newton on the Moor & Swarland Parish Council.  Again, 
this is invoiced and recorded in receipts.   
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iii. There is currently no maintenance contribution income for Recreation Lane, but this may change when 
the Deeds regarding access are finalised.  

iv. The Parish Council’s contribution to the Joint Cemetery Committee is a balancing payment between the 
total anticipated income and the total anticipated expenditure, divided three ways between the three 
constituent parish councils by the number on each electoral role.  

v. The chartered surveyor’s office has been asked for a breakdown of fees but this has not yet been 
received. 

vi. The Cherry Tree Reserve Fund in the Joint Cemetery accounts was held against any ongoing issues with 
a problem cherry tree.  The issues were resolved but the fund was retained as a contingency fund.  The 
Joint Cemetery Committee can review whether the fund is still required.  

vii. The Broom Willis Reserve Fund holds monies donated for the maintenance of certain graves.   
 

c. The Clerk has paid the insurance premium and cover is effective from 1 June.  Insurance cover will be 
included in the Feb/March agenda next year to be reviewed in time for budget setting in the Autumn.   
 

d. Resolved:  to authorise the following payments:  
 

Payee  Head of Expenditure Cost  VAT  Total   Reference  

Southern Electric  Recreation Field  £116.89 £5.84 £122.73 PC21/22.8 

C Lewis  Clerks Salary 
Clerk’s Expenses 
Zoom  

£641.20 £2.40 £643.60 PC21/22.9 

P Brown  Grounds Maintenance 
– Staff 
Fuel  

£621.67 £4.33 £626.00 FCJC21/22.5 

S Wilson – Allotment 
Rent  

Allotments  £75.00  £75.00 PC21/22.10 

Zurich  Insurance  £1,578.62  £1,578.62 PC21/22.11 
and 

FCJC21/22.6 

 
33. Timing for publication of the Agenda 

 
Resolved:   The agenda will be published when possible five clear working days (excluding weekends) before the 
meeting.  The statutory minimum of three clear working days will still be applicable for additions to the agenda and 
for meetings which need to be arranged at short notice, for example, extraordinary meetings.   
 

34. Clerk’s attendance at Committee Meetings 
 

Cllr Lings noted that the Clerk was working very hard and was not getting through everything.  Cllr Lings proposed 
that the Clerk should only attend full parish council meetings.  Following discussion Cllr Lings withdrew his proposal 
and no vote was taken.   
 

35. Open Door Policy and Social Media  
 
The Parish Council discussed the possibility of monthly open door surgeries.  The limitations of public participation 
at meetings were discussed.  It was noted that members of the public can approach and have informal discussions 
with councillors face to face, by telephone or by email, who can request items to be added to the agenda.  The 
Parish Council also discussed the use of facebook as a means of communication.  It was noted that there is already 
a village facebook page.  Concerns were raised about administration and moderating a council page, and that not 
everyone is on facebook.  Cllrs Cruden, Cuthbert and Evans will consider how the village facebook page/ a parish 
council page could be used and to report back with further comments.     
 
Resolved:  
 
a. To submit an article for each edition of the Bridge authored by councillors on a rota basis.  Cllr Lings to write 

the first article.  Articles to be reviewed by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman before submission.  
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b. Mini profiles of each councillor to be included in the next edition of the Bridge and added to the website.  
 

c. Cllrs Cruden, Cuthbert and Evans to discuss use of the village facebook page and to report back with further 
comments.   

 
36. Annual Parish Meeting  

 
It was agreed to wait to hold the meeting until after 21 June, possibly to be held outdoors to encourage attendance 
and to avoid any restrictions on numbers at the Village Hall.  Further discussion will take place at the next meeting. 
Cllr Walton will ask the Fair Committee if the gazebos could be used.   
 

37. Property Management – Phone Boxes 
 
a. Red Phone Box (The Old Bridge) – It was noted that this is listed, which may involve special requirements.  

The Clerk will ask Mr Hodkinson whether he is still taking painting work.  Cllr Evans reported that there are 
phone box enthusiasts nationwide who may be able to provide information.  Cllr Evans will look at what 
information can be obtained.   
 

b. BT Phone Box (West View) – BT has previously indicated that this box may be removed due to infrequent use.  
The Parish Council put an objection in on the basis that phone signal is unreliable and the box is near the 
defibrillator at the Village Hall.  Cllr Lings will contact BT; Clerk to send Cllr Lings any contact details on file.     

 
38. Recreation Lane –  Felton Park Estate Allotment Plot Access 

 
[Cllr Cruden left the meeting due to his interest in this item.]    
 
The Parish Council considered the licence document provided by Cllr Cruden and noted that Cllr Cruden is a valid 
licence holder until March 2022.   
 
Resolved:  The Parish Council acknowledge Cllr Cruden as a valid licence holder of the Felton Park Estates 
Allotment and as such confirms that he enjoys the access rights of that property along Recreation Lane until the 
expiry of his licence in March 2022.   
 
[Cllr Cruden rejoined the meeting.] 
 

39. Traffic and Parking Matters  
 
a. Cllr Lings has informed Northumbria Police about vehicles parking on the pavement and they will respond to 

reported incidents and will contact the registered keeper of any obstructions.  Cllr Lings has also contacted the 
surgery to ask that cars are spaced with a wider gap to allow a wheelchair or double buggy to pass between 
them.  Any member of the public can report parking issues to NCC highways or can report vehicles which are 
obstructing the footpaths to Northumbria Police.   
 

b. The Parish Council discussed traffic diversions through Felton when the A1 is closed.  IT was agreed that 
advance notice of closures should be given and that there should be traffic measures in place and a clear 
consensus about where residents should park.  Cllr Lings will raise this with County Cllrs Trevor Thorne and 
Glen Sanderson and with Northumbria Police.   

 
40. New Surgery  

 
a. The Parish Council discussed the letter sent to patients [and not residents as stated on the Agenda] by Felton 

Surgery regarding the proposed new surgery build.  The Parish Council is concerned that patients are 
struggling to get to Widdrington for appointments and to collect prescriptions, especially as it is a “double bus 
route”.  The Parish Council noted that it is possible for a prescription to be sent out by post on request; this 
may not be widely known.  Cllrs Blagburn and Dickson will ask the Patient Participation Group to speak to the 
surgery about publicising this service.   
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b. Felton Surgery has begun a consultation survey on the proposed new build.  The Clerk will put details in the 
Parish Council noticeboard and patients are encouraged to complete this.   

 
c. Discussion of the Parish Council’s position in relation to the land and the new build surgery was deferred, 

pending a response from the developers to the Parish Council’s counter-proposal.   
 

41. Report from County Councillor Trevor Thorne  
 

None received.  The Clerk sent an email to County Cllr Thorne asking for his attendance at the meeting and 
expressing the Parish Council’s disappointment that he had failed to attend the previous meeting or to submit a 
written report.  However, the Clerk has received no response.  Cllr Lings will send a follow up email.   
  

42. Update from Northumbria Police   
 

Two crimes have been recorded in the period from 1 May to 31 May 2021.  The Police have stated that they are 
unable to disclose details but that there is no cause for residents to have concerns.  The Police are continuing to 
monitor Recreation Field and the play area for anti-social behaviour.  The Community Engagement Van should be 
running again soon and details will be provided in due course.  Cllr Lings will request further details of the recorded 
crimes.   
 

43. Parish Representation at Meetings  
 
There has been no meeting with the developers or with Felton Surgery.  There have been no other meetings.     
 

44. Update on Ongoing Matters  
 
2020/1a The unofficial layby which has been fenced off by NCC is covering well with new grass.  However, the 

problem has simply been moved further down the road, where a ‘new’ unofficial layby is forming.  The 
Clerk has raised this with County Cllr Thorne.  The Clerk will request a village walk-round with 
Neighbourhood Services.   

 
45. Correspondence   
 

The Clerk reported on correspondence received and not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  The letter from 
Sintons will be placed on an agenda for discussion.  There have been a few requests to use the MUGA from non-
sporting groups seeking a Covid-compliant venue for their activities; the Clerk has responded favourably as there is 
no booking system in place.  There have also been a few requests from groups wishing to hold sales on the bridge.  
The Parish Council does not own the Bridge and permission should be sought from NCC, though the Parish 
Council does appreciate being kept informed.     
 

46. Date of Next Ordinary Meeting –  7:15pm, 5 July 2021, Felton Village Hall  
 

47. Items for the Next Agenda  
 

- Village Clean Up  
- Queen’s Jubilee – to discuss planting of a commemorative oak 

 
Chairman closed the meeting at 9:23pm. 

 

 


