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       Minutes of the Adderstone with Lucker Annual Parish meeting,  

                   held on Tuesday 25th May 2021 at 7.00 p.m. 

  Website: https://northumberlandparishes.uk/adderstone 

 

Present: Chairman J Clough Vice-Chairman J Baillie                    

Parish Councillors: L Robson, D Spours, J Mallen, I Brown & S Eardley 

Clerk I Hunter 

8 members of public 

 

The Chairman read out the following statement: 

 

I didn’t stand for re-election to the Parish Council this year but apparently I’m required to be in the 

chair until a new chair is elected at the Parish Council meeting which follows. This is your opportunity 

to speak, ask questions of and make known your expectations to the Parish Council. I will report on 

the past year at the next meeting but for now I will invite parishioners to raise any points they wish. 

 

Public Questions: 

 

Traffic Calming- A member of the public asked for members of the public comments can be taken 

into account before a final decision is made.  

  A member of the public asked the Parish Council to be open and transparent, by 

including all parties. 

  The Chairman replied that this is an Agenda item at the Annual Parish Council 

meeting later tonight. 

 

Planning- A member of the public questioned that Parish Councillors may not be considering 

planning applications consistently, objectively & based of facts, as he felt recently 

this had not been the case. 

  The Chairman stated the following as his perspective: 

  The Parish Council are a consultee where their views are sought, not all planning 

applications are considered at Parish Council meetings, last year Parish Council 

meetings were held remotely via zoom. Parish Councillors can ask for a Parish 

Council meeting to be called to consider a planning application, which would be 

open to members of the public to attend, however members of the public do not have 

a right to speak at that meeting. The Parish Council have a tight deadline to work to 

for submitting any comments. Members of the public can if they wish submit their 

own comments direct to Northumberland County Council via the Planning Portal. He 

reminded the meeting that specialised consultee comments carry more weight than 

the Parish Council comments.  

  He concluded by saying that is anybody has a complaint about a Parish Councillor 

they can complain to the Parish Council following the Complaints Procedure, 

however, if the complaint is about the Parish Council as a whole body a complaint 

will need to be raised with the Monitoring Officer at Northumberland County 

Council. 

  A member of the public stated that residents have a right to see how Parish 

Councillors come to their decision, and if the Parish Council objects to a planning 

application it removes the option for the application to be considered under delegated 

authority.  

  A member of the public again stated that in his opinion the Parish Council had not 

looked at all planning applications equally, and in some cases Parish Councillors 
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have been subjective in their comments, providing examples of differences of the 

Parish Council’s considerations & responses to planning applications. Finally 

questioning the operation of a tea room without planning permission. 

  Parish Councillors agreed planning applications are considered on their own merits, 

and agreed to ask Northumberland County Council if planning permission is 

required for a tea room. 

  The Chairman concluded that the Parish Council are open, transparent and 

accountable. Residents can attend Parish Council meetings and raise any concerns. 

  A vote of thanks was given to the Chairman for his Chairmanship over the last 4 

years. 
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