
HUMSHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Bi-Monthly Parish Council Meeting

7PM ON THURSDAY 8 JULY 2021

MINUTES
PRESENT: Cllr Herbie Newell (Chair), Cllr Chris Robinson (Vice-Chair), Cllr Ian

Batey, Cllr Rupert Gibson, Cllr Jerry Oliver, Cllr Peter Woodward

APOLOGIES: Cllr Kev Dodd, NCC Cllr Nick Morphet

IN ATTENDANCE: Kaeti Seth (Clerk), Vicki Cargill (resident), Richard Griffiths (resident), Marie

Roberts (Resident), Dianne Keetch (resident)

A INTRODUCTION TO COUNCILLORS

Councillors introduced themselves.

B PUBLIC FORUM

The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and reminded all attendees that

the meeting was being held under Covid 19 regulations; whilst social distancing was being

observed and attendees were seated masks need not be worn. Attendees were also

reminded to register on the Covid 19 App or by leaving contact details in the Village Hall

register.

Condolences were extended to Cllr Gibson on the death of his mother.

Item 7.1 Appointment of new Parish Council Clerk brought forward from Business section:

The new Parish Clerk, who took up post today was introduced. The Chair updated the

meeting that the outgoing Clerk, Helyn Douglas, had been presented with a gift as a token of

the Councils appreciation of her work. Helyn passed on her thanks and appreciation of the

gift and the support she received from the Council during her time in post.

Item 7.6 Hadrian’s Wall footpath re-routing brought forward from Business section: The

Chair invited Richard Griffiths to speak regarding the rerouting of the Hadrian’s Wall Path.

Richard presented a handout of the issues and proposed changes with the advantages of

such. Hadrian's Wall Footpath Diversion.pdf The Chair thanked Richard and invited discussion

from the meeting. Cllr Gibson informed the meeting that the issues with the route (between

the village of Wall and the bridge at Chollerford) had been discussed in the past, and there

had been issues over land owners not agreeing to the proposed route. It was also unclear

who had responsibility for Hadrian’s Wall Footpath. Cllr Robinson queried if the land under

discussion fell within the Humshaugh Parish Council (PC) boundaries, and it was identified
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that it did not. However, the Chair did suggest that the issue was raised with the

neighbouring PC. It was agreed that contact would be made with other affected PCs, and

English Heritage who owned the land on the west side of the river where a footbridge was

proposed.

ACTION: CHAIR

The Chair updated the meeting on an email received from a resident, Sue Griffiths, regarding

the undeveloped bog field, which is full of weeds, asking if it can be seeded and made more

attractive and nature friendly. The Chair suggested that Duchy Homes, who own the land, are

contacted to see if they will do this. The Chair identified that if the Northumberland Local

Plan has not been amended re the settlement boundary, and the field currently was outside

the boundary and therefore less attractive to Duchy Homes for development. It was

suggested that Duchy Homes may therefore be more amenable to the community to seed as

a wildflower meadow. It was understood this had been suggested to Duchy Homes but not

acted upon. It was unclear what correspondence existed on this issue. It was agreed that the

PC write to Duchy Homes regarding this issue and suggestion.

ACTION: CHAIR

Cars at the end of Farm Lane - residents living in Farm Lane identified that inconsiderate

parking was preventing access for larger vehicles to Farm Lane, and along with parking

outside the village shop, the issue had worsened in the last year. As well as there being

increased difficulties in parking, those going to the village shop often left their engines idling,

which Cllr Oliver stated was an offence under the Road Traffic Act. There was also concern on

the speed of cars through the village. It was proposed that drivers be made aware of these

issues by signs being put under their windscreen wipers. Cllr Woodward suggested that there

are signs made to make people aware of the issues. However, it was identified how little

parking there was overall in the village and it was suggested that the village shop be involved

in discussions on the solution as part of the issue was created by their customers. In

conclusion, it was recognised that the age of the village and much of the housing was pre car

and the problem had been exacerbated by the restrictions imposed by Covid 19 - home

working, limited numbers of customers in the village shop - and that this would hopefully

resolve itself to some degree following restrictions being lifted. The Chair suggested that the

wider issue of limited parking in the village needed to be addressed through the impetus of a

Neighbourhood Plan.

It was agreed that:

The Hexham Courant Village Notes should highlight the issue.

ACTION: CHAIR

The village shop could put information in their window, and it was agreed to formally ask at

the shop board meeting.

ACTION: CLLR ROBINSON
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Speeding - NCC has looked at speeding restrictions and it is suggested that the village could

consider reducing the limit to 20 miles per hour. Cllr Oliver suggested this is extended to

Haughton Lane, which is frequented by dog walkers.

It was also identified that a drop kerb would be helpful outside the school as access was

difficult for disabled, visibility poor and those with pushchairs. It was agreed that Cllr

Morphet would be asked to follow this up with NCC.

The Chair thanked the residents for attending the public forum and raising these issues.

Residents were invited to stay for the rest of the meeting.

C UPDATE FROM NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL - CLLR NICK MORPHET

As Cllr Morphet was unavailable, the Chair updated the meeting from information provided

by Cllr Morphet by email.

1) The Chollerford (B6318 at New Houses) traffic calming proposal was due out on Friday but

has been delayed. Cllr Morphet has chased Neil Snowden, who will chase the design team.

Once received it will be shared with HPC and concerned residents.

2) Tina Wiffen’s request to switch off the streetlights in Humshaugh between midnight and 5am

has been taken to Gavin Barlow in Streetlighting. Gavin has informed Cllr Morphet that NCC

has been installing LED streetlights that dim 50% between midnight and 6am as part of the

Street Light Modernisation Project. The Council are also open to the idea of switching off the

lights altogether for part of the night (Part Night Operation) or installing motion sensors

which NCC have never done, but other Local Authorities are doing. Any changes in

Humshaugh must follow a formal consultation with residents. Gavin has been asked to

confirm if Humshaugh already has LED streetlights that dim between midnight and 6am. Cllr

Morphet also suggested that consultation is an excellent idea and has offered help

facilitating and/or publicising this. Cllr Morphet will follow this up with Gavin.

3) Cllr Morphet has reminded motorists about the evils of idling on his “Cllr Morphet”

Facebook page, and will write a short piece about it for his newsletter.

4) The Village Hall Committee have given Cllr Morphet permission to use the village hall for his

first surgery, but he has been told that physical surgeries cannot be held. Guidance is

expected to change on 19 July, following which Cllr Morphet will set the date and publicise in

his first newsletter.

5) Cllr Morphet has been given positions on the following:

a. Climate Change Working Group

b. Northumberland Walking and Cycling Board

c. Communities and Place Oversight and Scrutiny Committee
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d. Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education

Contact details have been shared to circulate to councillors and residents and will be

produced in the PC Newsletter.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies are listed above.

2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS

It was noted that Councillors should all send these in. The NCC website will be updated at

some point.

3. MINUTES OF LAST MEETINGS - 17 MAY 2021

3.1 Annual Parish (public) meeting: these were held on site and the minutes circulated were

agreed to be a correct record.

3.2 Annual Parish Council meeting: these were held online, with one outstanding item -

signatures of offer of acceptance - now received. Agreed to be a correct record.

3.3 Bi-monthly Parish Council meeting: agreed to be a correct record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

4.1 Formal thanks were given to retiring Councillors (done)

4.2 Schedule of dates (done)

4.3 Notice Boards updated (done) - thanks given to Cllr Woodward.

4.4 Meeting with Groundsman (done)

4.5 Parish Council representatives to outside bodies - notification of this has been

done.

4.6 Structure diagram (done)

4.7 Traffic calming plans re-circulated (done)

4.8 Speed warning sign maintenance (done)

4.9 Repair to gate on the Square/Haughton Lane footpath - the council have been

notified and a temporary solution is in place. It was identified that another gate on

the footpath needs attention and Cllr Woodward was aware and looking at solutions.

ACTION: CLLR WOODWARD
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5. PLANNING

The link to the planning section on NCC website and access explained by the Chair. The list of

planning applications relative to Humshaugh was quickly reviewed and it was identified that

these were minor and there were no new applications since the last meeting.

6. FINANCES

6.1 Bank statements and budget monitoring: The Chair shared the budget monitoring data

with the meeting. It was identified that transactions were routine and nothing new had been

added.

6.2 AGAR forms: These have been submitted and are online for viewing.

6.3 Bank Mandate: The Chair proposed that whilst cheque transactions are few, a mandate

will be retained for this with three members able to sign - the Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk.

Most transactions are done on line by the Parish Clerk who reports back to the meeting

under budget monitoring. All payments are at the approval of the PC. The Chair proposed

the mandate is changed as outlined and this was agreed.

ACTION: CLERK

7. BUSINESS

7.1 Appointment of Parish Clerk: As above.

7.2 Declaration of Climate Emergency: The Chair explained that NCC have declared a

climate emergency and have a target of carbon net zero by 2030, with the expectation that

all PCs will contribute to delivering this. The meeting was asked if they agreed with the

document previously agreed and published by the former PC, which was confirmed.

7.3 Use of pesticides and herbicide reduction: Cllr Oliver updated the meeting on

correspondence he had with Karbon Homes regarding this. It had been stated that this could

not be changed and a discussion ensued on ‘ringing’ being a cheaper option than strimming.

Cllr Oliver proposed that the PC ask the contractor not to spray. It was agreed that this be

followed up with the contractor.

ACTION: CLLR OLIVER

7.4 Street lighting: Discussed above.

7.5 Car Parking outside village shop: Discussed above.

7.6 Hadrian’s Wall Path re-routing: Discussed above.

7.7 Local Authority Treescape Fund: The PC application was not successful. At the time of

applying, no land had been identified for planting. Subsequent discussions with groups
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identified an interest from the Village Hall Committee and it was proposed that a village tree be

planted in the village hall grounds as the Queen Elizabeth jubilee memorial tree. It noted that

in general the village only has pockets of land which are too small to benefit from the initiative.

7.8 Allotments: Enquiries identified that around 18 villagers would like an allotment, and this

number may be higher. Cllr Oliver discussed the various areas he was reviewing as to

suitability for allotments. Permission to use the Orchard in the village had previously been

refused, but land behind the George Hotel and the walled garden on the Fourstones road

were potential locations. The latter looks the most likely but it is not clear how many

allotments would fit. It was suggested that a community garden (should one be established)

could sell produce through the village shop. Cllr Oliver also identified there were funding

streams available for such schemes. Cllr Oliver also suggested that an Allotment Association

would need to be developed. Vicky Cargill, the resident who had led on this, was

thanked by the Chair for her work on this identifying that there are enough people

expressing an interest for the PC to act. Cllr Oliver agreed to follow up on the land issue, and

it was agreed the PC follow up on this work.

ACTION: CLLR OLIVER

7.9 Parish Council Newsletter: The Chair observed that the leaflets informing villagers of

candidates for election to the PC had been well received, but also noted that the exercise

had identified that not many villagers knew what the role of the PC was. The website, notice

boards and notifications in the Hexham Courant were seen as limited mechanisms

for communication. Therefore the Chair proposed that a newsletter be developed. Using the

costs of the leaflets for election as a guide (£86 for leaflets for the whole village) , the cost of

6 newsletters per annum would be less than £600. It was suggested that Councillors would

deliver and would be a way of villagers getting to know their Councillors. It was proposed

that the newsletter could also go online and copies be given out by the village shop. Cllr

Gibson thought six newsletters per year would be too many and alternatively three per year

was suggested. The meeting agreed the proposal in principle, with further work done on

costs and mechanisms for production. The Chair agreed to produce a draft newsletter from

this meeting for the PC to discuss.

ACTION: CHAIR

8. REPORTS AND UPDATES

It was observed that there is no raised area at the bus stop by the Crown Inn, and this was

dangerous. It was also observed that all bus stops are poor in terms of access for the

disabled. Agreed that this requires discussion between NCC and the bus company. It was

suggested that NCC have an obligation to work with a disabled individual to identify areas of

difficulty. The Chair proposed that Cllr Morphet follow this up with NCC and this was agreed.

ACTION: CLLR MORPHET

9. CONSULTATIONS
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A hard copy of the Northumberland Local Plan had been received from the outgoing Clerk,

and the Chair is reviewing this. Those interested in looking at it to let the Chair know.

ACTION: ALL

10. CORRESPONDENCE

The Chair alerted the meeting to the correspondence received on free adult cycle training -

link in agenda.

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

11.1 Burger Van: The Chair had received a request from a burger van to visit the village,

utilising the location used by the chip van at the end of East Lea. Cllr Oliver identified that

there is a legal requirement on parking on junctions. It was agreed that, allowing for the

presence of the chip van, this request is agreed to. The Chair was also asked to confirm if the

burger van has a generator.

ACTION: CHAIR

11.2 Broadbrand provision: Residents have contacted the Chair regarding this issue and he

proposed that Ian Burlison, a resident with appropriate expertise, is asked to the September

meeting to update members on what is involved in broadband provision, alternative

solutions and any advantages and disadvantages. This was agreed.

ACTION: CHAIR

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

7 pm on Thursday, 9 September 2021 - Humshaugh Village Hall
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